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Federal Communications Commission § 90.813 

§ 90.811 Reduced down payment for li-
censes won by small businesses. 

Each winning bidder that qualifies as 
a small business shall make a down 
payment equal to ten percent of its 
winning bid (less applicable bidding 
credits); a winning bidder shall bring 
its total amount on deposit with the 
Commission (including upfront pay-
ment) to five percent of its net winning 
bid within five (5) business days after 
the auction closes, and the remainder 
of the down payment (five percent) 
shall be paid within five (5) business 
days following Public Notice that the 
Commission is prepared to award the 
license. The Commission generally will 
grant the license within ten (10) busi-
ness days after receipt of the remain-
der of the down payment. 

§ 90.812 [Reserved] 

§ 90.813 Partitioned licenses and 
disaggregated spectrum. 

(a) Eligibility. Parties seeking ap-
proval for partitioning and 
disaggregation shall request an author-
ization for partial assignment of a li-
cense pursuant to § 1.948 of this chap-
ter. 

(b) Technical standards—(1) Parti-
tioning. In the case of partitioning, re-
quests for authorization for partial as-
signment of a license must include, as 
attachments, a description of the parti-
tioned service area and a calculation of 
the population of the partitioned serv-
ice area and the licensed geographic 
service area. The partitioned service 
area shall be defined by coordinate 
points at every 3 degrees along the par-
titioned service area unless an FCC 
recognized service area is utilized (i.e., 
Major Trading Area, Basic Trading 
Area, Metropolitan Service Area, Rural 
Service Area or Economic Area) or 
county lines are followed. The geo-
graphic coordinates must be specified 
in degrees, minutes, and seconds to the 
nearest second of latitude and lon-
gitude and must be based upon the 1927 
North American Datum (NAD27). Ap-
plicants may supply geographical co-
ordinates based on 1983 North Amer-
ican Datum (NAD83) in addition to 
those required (NAD27). In the case 
where an FCC recognized service area 
or county lines are utilized, applicants 

need only list the specific area(s) 
(through use of FCC designations or 
county names) that constitute the par-
titioned area. 

(2) Disaggregation. Spectrum may be 
disaggregated in any amount. 

(3) Combined partitioning and 
disaggregation. The Commission will 
consider requests for partial assign-
ment of licenses that propose combina-
tions of partitioning and 
disaggregation. 

(c) Installment payments—(1) Appor-
tioning the balance on installment pay-
ment plans. When a winning bidder 
elects to pay for its license through an 
installment payment plan pursuant to 
§ 90.812, and partitions its licensed area 
or disaggregates spectrum to another 
party, the outstanding balance owed by 
the licensee on its installment pay-
ment plan (including accrued and un-
paid interest) shall be apportioned be-
tween the licensee and partitionee or 
disaggregatee. Both parties will be re-
sponsible for paying their propor-
tionate share of the outstanding bal-
ance to the U.S. Treasury. In the case 
of partitioning, the balance shall be ap-
portioned based upon the ratio of the 
population of the partitioned area to 
the population of the entire original li-
cense area calculated based upon the 
most recent census data. In the case of 
disaggregation, the balance shall be ap-
portioned based upon the ratio of the 
amount of spectrum disaggregated to 
the amount of spectrum allocated to 
the licensed area. 

(2) Parties not qualified for installment 
payment plans. (i) The partitionee or 
disaggregatee shall, as a condition of 
the approval of the partial assignment 
application, pay its entire pro rata 
amount within 30 days of Public Notice 
conditionally granting the partial as-
signment application. Failure to meet 
this condition will result in a rescis-
sion of the grant of the partial assign-
ment application. 

(ii) The licensee shall be permitted to 
continue to pay its pro rata share of 
the outstanding balance and shall re-
ceive new financing documents (prom-
issory note, security agreement) with a 
revised payment obligation, based on 
the remaining amount of time on the 
original installment payment schedule. 
These financing documents will replace 
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