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Federal Communications Commission § 18.117 

fabrication into a device which is subse-
quently sold (or leased) to the user. 

[50 FR 36067, Sept. 5, 1985, as amended at 59 
FR 39472, Aug. 3, 1994] 

§ 18.109 General technical require-
ments. 

ISM equipment shall be designed and 
constructed in accordance with good 
engineering practice with sufficient 
shielding and filtering to provide ade-
quate suppression of emissions on fre-
quencies outside the frequency bands 
specified in § 18.301. 

§ 18.111 General operating conditions. 

(a) Persons operating ISM equipment 
shall not be deemed to have any vested 
or recognizable right to the continued 
use of any given frequency, by virtue of 
any prior equipment authorization and/ 
or compliance with the applicable 
rules. 

(b) Subject to the exceptions in para-
graphs (c) and (d) of this section and ir-
respective of whether the equipment 
otherwise complies with the rules in 
this part, the operator of ISM equip-
ment that causes harmful interference 
to any authorized radio service shall 
promptly take whatever steps may be 
necessary to eliminate the inter-
ference. 

(c) The provisions of paragraph (b) of 
this section shall not apply in the case 
of interference to an authorized radio 
station or a radiocommunication de-
vice operating in an ISM frequency 
band. 

(d) The provisions of paragraph (b) of 
this section shall not apply in the case 
of interference to a receiver arising 
from direct intermediate frequency 
pickup by the receiver of the funda-
mental frequency emissions of ISM 
equipment operating in an ISM fre-
quency band and otherwise complying 
with the requirements of this part. 

§ 18.113 Inspection by Commission 
representatives. 

Upon request by a representative of 
the Commission the manufacturer, 
owner, or operator of any ISM equip-
ment shall make the equipment avail-
able for inspection and promptly fur-
nish the Commission with such infor-
mation as may be required to indicate 

that the equipment complies with this 
part. 

§ 18.115 Elimination and investigation 
of harmful interference. 

(a) The operator of ISM equipment 
that causes harmful interference to 
radio services shall promptly take ap-
propriate measures to correct the prob-
lem. 

(b) If the operator of ISM equipment 
is notified by the Commission’s Engi-
neer in Charge (EIC) that operation of 
such equipment is endangering the 
functioning of a radionavigation or 
safety service, the operator shall im-
mediately cease operating the equip-
ment. Operation may be resumed on a 
temporary basis only for the purpose of 
eliminating the harmful interference. 
Operation may be resumed on a regular 
basis only after the harmful inter-
ference has been eliminated and ap-
proval from the EIC obtained. 

(c) When notified by the EIC that a 
particular installation is causing 
harmful interference, the operator or 
manufacturer shall arrange for an engi-
neer skilled in techniques of inter-
ference measurement and control to 
make an investigation to ensure that 
the harmful interference has been 
eliminated. The EIC may require the 
engineer making the investigation to 
furnish proof of his or her qualifica-
tions. 

§ 18.117 Report of interference inves-
tigation. 

(a) An interim report on investiga-
tions and corrective measures taken 
pursuant to § 18.115 of this part shall be 
filed with the EIC of the local FCC of-
fice within 30 days of notification of 
harmful interference. The final report 
shall be filed with the EIC within 60 
days of notification. 

(b) The date for filing the final report 
may be extended by the Engineer in 
Charge when additional time is re-
quired to put into effect the corrective 
measures or to complete the investiga-
tion. The request for extension of time 
shall be accompanied by a progress re-
port showing what has been accom-
plished to date. 
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