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shall offer the requester the oppor-
tunity to confer with Commission per-
sonnel with the object of revising or
clarifying the request.

(f) When the search has been com-
pleted, the custodian of the records
will give notice of the charges incurred
to the person who made the request.

(g) The fee shall be paid to the Finan-
cial Management Division, Office of
Managing Director, or as otherwise di-
rected by the Commission.

(h) Records shall be inspected within
7 days after notice is given that they
have been located and are available for
inspection. After that period, they will
be returned to storage, and additional
charges may be imposed for again pro-
ducing them.

(Secs. 4, 303, 307, 48 Stat., as amended, 1066,
1082, 1083; 47 U.S.C. 154, 303, 397; 47 CFR
0.231(d))

[40 FR 7316, Feb. 19, 1975, as amended at 45
FR 85028, Dec. 24, 1980; 49 FR 13368, Apr. 4,
1984. Redesignated and amended at 53 FR
39093, Oct. 5, 1988; 59 FR 21946, Apr. 27, 1994;
64 FR 31139, June 10, 1999; 656 FR 51234, Aug.
23, 2000; 66 FR 42453, Aug. 13, 2001; 67 FR 58543,
Sept. 17, 2002; 68 FR 4105, Jan. 28, 2003; 69 FR
13746, Mar. 24, 2004; 70 FR 6593, Feb. 8, 2005; 71
FR 9266, Feb. 23, 2006; 72 FR 5632, Feb. 7, 2007;
73 FR 11562, Mar. 4, 2008]

§0.468 Interest.

Interest shall be charged those re-
questers who fail to pay the fees
charged. The agency will begin assess-
ing interest charges on the amount
billed starting on the 3lst day fol-
lowing the day on which the billing
was sent. The date on which the pay-
ment is received by the agency will de-
termine whether and how much inter-
est is due. The interest shall be set at
the rate prescribed in 31 U.S.C. 3717.

[63 FR 39094, Oct. 5, 1988]

§0.469 Advance payments.

(a)(1) The Commission may not re-
quire advance payment of estimated
FOIA fees except as provided in sub-
section (a)(2) or where the Commission
estimates or determines that allowable
charges that a requester may be re-
quired to pay are likely to exceed
$250.00 and the requester has no history
of payment. Where allowable charges
are likely to exceed $250.00 and the re-
quester has a history of prompt pay-
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ment of FOIA fees the Commission
may notify the requester of the esti-
mated cost and obtain satisfactory as-
surance of full payment.

(2) Where a requester has previously
failed to pay a fee charged in a timely
fashion (i.e., within 30 days of the date
of the billing), the Commission may re-
quire the requester to pay the full
amount owed plus any applicable inter-
est as provided in §0.468, and to make
an advance payment of the full amount
of the estimated fee before the Com-
mission begins to process a new request
or a pending request from that re-
quester.

(3) When the Commission acts under
paragraph (a) (1) or (2) of this section,
the administrative time limits pre-
scribed in subsection (a)(6) of the FOIA
(i.e., 10 working days from receipt of
initial requests and 20 working days
from receipt of appeals from initial de-
nials, plus permissible extensions of
these time limits) will begin only after
the agency has received the fee pay-
ments described above.

(b) [Reserved]

[63 FR 39094, Oct. 5, 1988]

§0.470

(a)(1) Commercial use requesters.
When the Commission receives a re-
quest for documents for commercial
use, it will assess charges that recover
the full direct cost of searching for, re-
viewing and duplicating the records
sought pursuant to §§0.466 and 0.467,
above.

(2) Educational and non-commercial
scientific institution requesters and re-
questers who are representatives of the
news media. The Commission shall pro-
vide documents to requesters in these
categories for the cost of reproduction
only, pursuant to §0.465 above, exclud-
ing reproduction charges for the first
100 pages, provided however, that re-
questers who are representatives of the
news media shall be entitled to a re-
duced assessment of charges only when
the request is for the purpose of dis-
seminating information.

(3) All other requesters. The Commis-
sion shall charge requesters who do not
fit into any of the categories above fees
which cover the full, reasonable direct
cost of searching for and reproducing

Assessment of fees.
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