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the overnight rental of the historic
Squaw Mountain Fire Lookout. Fees are
assessed based on the level of amenities
and services provided, cost of
operations and maintenance, market
assessment and public comment. The
fee is proposed and will be determined
upon further analysis and public
comment. Funds from fees would be
used for the continued operation,
maintenance and improvements of this
lookout. An analysis of the lookout
shows that the proposed fees are
reasonable and typical of comparable
sites.

DATES: Comments will be accepted
through February 28, 2010. New fees
would begin the summer 2010.
ADDRESSES: Daniel Lovato, District
Ranger, Clear Creek Ranger District, P.O.
Box 3307, Idaho Springs, CO 80452.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Nicole Malandri, Clear Creek Ranger
District Recreation Fee Manager, 303—
567-3016.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Federal Recreation Lands Enhancement
Act (Title VII, Pub. L. 108—447) instruct
the Secretary of Agriculture to publish
a six month advance notice in the
Federal Register whenever new
recreation fee areas are established.
Once public involvement is complete,
these new fees will be reviewed by a
Recreation Resource Advisory
Committee prior to a final decision and
implementation. People wanting to rent
Squaw Mountain Lookout will need to
do so through the National Recreation
Reservation Service, at http://
www.recreation.gov or by calling 1-877—
444-6777 when it becomes available.

Dated: November 24, 2009.
Glenn P. Casamassa,
Forest Supervisor.
[FR Doc. E9-29234 Filed 12—-8-09; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-11-M

COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS
Sunshine Act Notice

AGENCY: United States Commission on
Civil Rights.
ACTION: Notice of meeting.

DATE AND TIME: Wednesday, December
16, 2009; 11:30 a.m. EST.

PLACE: Via Teleconference, Public Dial
In—1-800-597-7623, Conference ID #
45249677.

Meeting Agenda

This meeting is open to the public.

I. Approval of Agenda
II. State Advisory Committee Issues

¢ Pennsylvania
III. Program Planning

e Update on Status of Title IX Project

e Motion to Approve Institutions to

be Included in Project

e Update on Status of 2010

Enforcement Report
e Multi-Ethnic Placement Act
Briefing Report
¢ Consideration of Findings &
Recommendations
e Motion to Approve MEPA Finding #9
e Motion to Approve MEPA
Recommendation #3
e Motion to Approve MEPA
Recommendation #8
¢ Consideration of Deadlines for
Concurring or Dissenting
Statements & Rebuttals
¢ Discussion of Timetable for Future
Briefings
IV. Approval of December 4, 2009
Meeting Minutes

V. Staff Director’s Report

VI. Adjourn
CONTACT PERSON FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION: Lenore Ostrowsky, Acting
Chief, Public Affairs Unit (202) 376—
8591. TDD: (202) 376—8116.

Persons with a disability requiring
special services, such as an interpreter
for the hearing impaired, should contact
Pamela Dunston at least seven days
prior to the meeting at 202—376—-8105.
TDD: (202) 376—8116.

Dated: December 4, 2009.
Martin Dannenfelser,
Staff Director.
[FR Doc. E9-29382 Filed 12-7-09; 4:15 pm]
BILLING CODE 6335-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
International Trade Administration

2009 Calculation of Expected Non-
Market Economy Wages

AGENCY: Import Administration,
International Trade Administration,
Department of Commerce.

ACTION: Finalization and Effective Date
of 2009 Expected Non-Market Economy
Wage Calculation.

SUMMARY: On October 7, 2009, the
Department of Commerce
(“Department”) published the
preliminary calculation of the 2009
expected non-market economy (“NME”)
wages, and provided the public with an
opportunity to comment on potential
clerical errors. See Expected Non-
Market Economy Wages: Request for
Comments on 2009 Calculation, 74 FR
51555 (October 7, 2009) (2009
preliminary calculation”). The 2009

calculation was based on 2007 data and
the methodology described in the
Antidumping Methodologies: Market
Economy Inputs, Expected Non-Market
Economy Wages, Duty Drawback; and
Request for Comments, 71 FR 61716,
October 19, 2006 (“Antidumping
Methodologies Notice”). Subsequently,
the Department received comments
from King & Spalding LLP on behalf of
U.S. domestic industry (“domestic
industry”’) regarding the Department’s
2009 preliminary calculation, as further
discussed below. The Department
received no other comments. This
notice constitutes the Department’s
announcement of the finalization and
effective date of the 2009 calculation.

DATES: These expected NME wage rates
are finalized on the date of publication
of this notice in the Federal Register
and will be in effect for all antidumping
proceedings for which the Department’s
final decision is due after the
publication of this notice.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Bobby Wong, International Trade
Analyst, Operations Office IX, or
Christopher Mutz, Import Policy
Analyst, Office of Policy, Import
Administration, U.S. Department of
Commerce, 14th Street and Constitution
Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20230;
telephone: (202) 482—0409 and (202)
482-0235, respectively.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Domestic
industry claims that the Department
committed several clerical errors in its
calculation of the surrogate wage rate,
which should be correct for the final
calculation.

Domestic industry claims that the
Department erred by applying
International Labour Statistics (“ILO”)
“wages”’ data rather than ‘“‘earnings”
data of five countries. Domestic industry
cites the Antidumping Methodologies
Notice, which specifies that the
Department will only use reported
earnings data, and should therefore
exclude from the dataset countries for
which there is no available earnings
data, including Honduras, Indonesia,
Peru, and the Philippines. However,
domestic industry claims that, while the
Department erred by applying wages
data for Hong Kong, the ILO also
reported suitable Hong Kong earnings
data, and should therefore revise the
dataset to include the Hong Kong
earnings data rather than wages data.

Also, domestic industry claims that
the Department erred by selecting 2006
ILO data for Germany over base year
2007 data. Domestic industry asserts
that the Antidumping Methodologies
Notice specifies that the Department
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shall choose base year data over prior
year data.

Moreover, domestic industry also
states that, for countries in which the
Department relied on prior year 2006
data, the Department erred by applying
the 2006 exchange rate to the earnings
data prior to inflating using the
International Financial Statistics
(“IFS”’) published consumer price index
(““CPT”). Domestic industry claims that
the Antidumping Methodologies Notice
specifies that the Department shall first
inflate using CPI and subsequently
apply the base year exchange rate to
convert the foreign currency into U.S.
dollars using the reported 2007 IFS
exchange rate. Moreover, in applying
the exchange rate, domestic industry
asserts that the Department should
consistently apply the reported six-digit
exchange rate. Furthermore, domestic
industry notes that, because the IMF did
not provide a 2007 Egyptian period
average exchange rate for Egypt, the
Department should exclude the country
from the dataset.

Lastly, domestic industry notes that,
subsequent to the data available to the
Department for the 2009 preliminary
calculation, the World Bank (World
Development Indicators) published a
corrected gross national income (“GNI”)
for the People’s Republic of China
(“PRC”), and argues that the Department
should apply the corrected value in
calculating the expected 2009 wage rate
for the PRC.

Department’s Position

With respect to the Department’s
criteria to use only earnings data, the
Department agrees with domestic
industry that the calculation
inappropriately included wages data in
the regression dataset. The Antidumping
Methodologies Notice specifies that the
Department will only use data that is
reported as “‘earnings” by the ILO. See
Antidumping Methodologies Notice, at
61721-22. Therefore, for the final 2009
wage rate recalculation, the Department
has excluded Honduras, Indonesia,
Peru, and the Philippines from the
regression dataset, and applied the
appropriate earnings data for Hong
Kong.

With respect to the 2006 ILO data for
Germany, the Department agrees with
domestic industry that it erred in
selecting 2006 ILO data over base year
data. The Antidumping Methodologies
Notice states that, if more than one
record exists which meets the
prescribed data requirements, the
Department will choose the data point
from the base year over data from
previous years. See Antidumping
Methodologies Notice, at 61722.

Therefore, for the final 2009 wage rate
recalculation, the Department has
revised the dataset to include the 2007
ILO wages data for Germany.

The Department also agrees with
domestic industry that the Department
erred by converting foreign
denominated 2006 earnings data using
the 2006 IFS exchange rate prior to
applying the CPI inflator. The
Antidumping Methodologies Notice
states that data meeting the
Department’s selection requirements
shall be adjusted using the CPI inflator
prior to conversion to U.S. dollars using
the base year exchange rate. See
Antidumping Methodologies Notice, at
61723. Therefore, for the final 2009
wage rate recalculation, the Department
has applied the sequence as described
in the Antidumping Methodologies
Notice. The Department also applied the
full six-digit exchange rate for the base
year as reported by the IFS.
Furthermore, the Department has
excluded Egypt from the regression
dataset since the period average
exchange rate for Egypt in 2007 was not
available from IFS.

With respect to the corrected 2007
PRC GNI data published by the World
Development Indicators, which was
updated subsequent to the publication
of the 2009 preliminary calculation, the
Department finds that while the error is
not a ministerial error committed by the
Department in the recalculation, the
revision is due to an error by the World
Bank. See Data & Statistics: Errata at
http://go.worldbank.org/UA5M23MPUO.
Therefore, for the final 2009 expected
wage rate recalculation, the Department
has revised the per-capital GNI for the
PRC to reflect the corrected GNL

Results

Following the data compilation and
regression methodology described in the
Antidumping Methodologies Notice, and
using Gross National Income and wage
data for 2007, the regression results are:
Wage = 0.328698 + 0.00043957 * GNI.
The final expected NME wage rates, as
calculated with the above mentioned
changes, are shown in Attachment 1.

Dated: December 2, 2009.
Ronald K. Lorentzen,

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Import
Administration.

ATTACHMENT 1

2007 Expected

GNI wages
Armenia ..........cccceuus 2,580.00 1.46
Azerbaijan, Rep. of ... | 2,710.00 1.52
Belarus ........cccccuuee.... 4,240.00 2.19
China, P.R.: Mainland | 2,410.00 1.39

ATTACHMENT 1—Continued

2007 Expected

GNI wages
Georgia .....cceeeenieeens 2,090.00 1.25
Kyrgyz Republic 610.00 0.60
Moldova .........ccccuuen 1,130.00 0.83
Tajikistan ........ 460.00 0.53
Uzbekistan 730.00 0.65
Viethnam ........ccccceeene 770.00 0.67

The World Bank did not publish a
GNI for Turkmenistan.

The final results and underlying data
for the 2009 calculation have been
posted on the Import Administration
Web site at (http://ia.ita.doc.gov).

[FR Doc. E9—29357 Filed 12—-8-09; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Patent and Trademark Office

[Docket No.: PTO-P-2009-0054]

Request for Comments on
Enhancement in the Quality of Patents

AGENCY: United States Patent and
Trademark Office, Commerce.

ACTION: Request for comments.

SUMMARY: The United States Patent and
Trademark Office (USPTO) has in place
procedures for measuring the quality of
patent examination, including the
decision to grant a patent based on an
application and of other Office actions
issued during the examination of the
application. The USPTO in conjunction
with the Patent Public Advisory
Committee (PPAC) has undertaken a
project related to overall patent quality.
This notice is one element in that
endeavor. As part of this effort to
improve the quality of the overall patent
examination and prosecution process, to
reduce patent application pendency,
and to ensure that granted patents are
valid and provide clear notice, the
USPTO would like to focus, inter alia,
on improving the process for obtaining
the best prior art, preparation of the
initial application, and examination and
prosecution of the application. The
USPTO is seeking public comment
directed to this focus with respect to
methods that may be employed by
applicants and the USPTO to enhance
the quality of issued patents, to identify
appropriate indicia of quality, and to
establish metrics for the measurement of
the indicia. This notice is not directed
to patent law statutory change or
substantive new rules. It is directed to
the shared responsibility of the USPTO
and the public for improving quality
and reducing pendency within the
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