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National Academy Press, 2101
Constitution Avenue, NW., Washington,
DC 20055. In addition, such proposals
must meet the requirements of the
Animal Welfare Act (7 U.S.C. 2131 et
seq.), 9 CFR Parts 1, 2, and 3, and if
appropriate, 21 CFR Part 58. These
regulations do not apply to proposed
research using pre-existing images of
animals or to research plans that do not
include live animals that are being cared
for, euthanized, or used by the project
participants to accomplish research
goals, teaching, or testing. These
regulations also do not apply to
obtaining animal materials from
commercial processors of animal
products or to animal cell lines or
tissues from tissue banks.

Limitation of Liability: Funding for
the programs listed in this notice is
contingent upon the availability of
Fiscal Year 2008 appropriations under
the Consolidated Appropriations Act,
2008 (Pub. L. 110-161). In no event will
the Department of Commerce be
responsible for proposal preparation
costs if these programs fail to receive
funding or are cancelled because of
other agency priorities. Publication of
this announcement does not oblige the
agency to award any specific project or
to obligate any available funds.

Executive Order 12866: This funding
notice was determined to be not
significant for purposes of Executive
Order 12866.

Executive Order 13132 (Federalism):
It has been determined that this notice
does not contain policies with
federalism implications as that term is
defined in Executive Order 13132.

Executive Order 12372: Applications
under this program are not subject to
Executive Order 12372,
“Intergovernmental Review of Federal
Programs.”

Administrative Procedure Act/
Regulatory Flexibility Act: Notice and
comment are not required under the
Administrative Procedure Act (5 U.S.C.
553) or any other law, for rules relating
to public property, loans, grants,
benefits or contracts (5 U.S.C. 553(a)).
Because notice and comment are not
required under 5 U.S.C. 553, or any
other law, for rules relating to public
property, loans, grants, benefits or
contracts (5 U.S.C. 553(a)), a Regulatory
Flexibility Analysis is not required and
has not been prepared for this notice, 5
U.S.C. 601 et seq.

Dated: January 22, 2008.

Richard F. Kayser,

Acting Deputy Director, NIST.

[FR Doc. E8-1333 Filed 1-24-08; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—-XE98

Endangered Species; File No. 10101

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; receipt of application.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
Tonya Wiley, Mote Marine Laboratory,
Center for Shark Research,1600 Ken
Thompson Parkway, Sarasota, Florida
34236, has applied in due form for a
permit to take smalltooth sawfish
(Pristis pectinata) for purposes of
scientific research.

DATES: Written, telefaxed, or e-mail
comments must be received on or before
February 25, 2008.

ADDRESSES: The application and related
documents are available for review
upon written request or by appointment
in the following office(s):

Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone
(301)713-22809; fax (301)427-2521; and

Southeast Region, NMFS, 263 13th
Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701;
phone (727)824-5312; fax (727)824—
5309.

Written comments or requests for a
public hearing on this application
should be mailed to the Chief, Permits,
Conservation and Education Division,
F/PR1, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910. Those
individuals requesting a hearing should
set forth the specific reasons why a
hearing on this particular request would
be appropriate.

Comments may also be submitted by
facsimile at (301)427-2521, provided
the facsimile is confirmed by hard copy
submitted by mail and postmarked no
later than the closing date of the
comment period.

Comments may also be submitted by
e-mail. The mailbox address for
providing e-mail comments is
NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov. Include
in the subject line of the e-mail
comment the following document
identifier: File No. 10100.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Patrick Opay or Jennifer Skidmore,
(301)713-2289.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
subject permit is requested under the
authority of the Endangered Species Act

of 1973, as amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C.
1531 et seq.) and the regulations
governing the taking, importing, and
exporting of endangered and threatened
species (50 CFR 222-226).

The applicant proposes to collect data
on the biology, distribution and
abundance of the endangered smalltooth
sawfish in order to facilitate the
recovery of the species. All sawfish
captured during field surveys would be
handled, measured, tagged, sampled,
and released alive. Capture methods
would include longline, rod and reel,
set lines (drum lines), gill nets, and
beach seines. Tagging methods include
rototags (fin tags), plastic headed dart
tags, Passive Integrated Transponder
(PIT) tags, acoustic tags (transmitters),
Pop-Up Archival Transmitting (PAT)
tags, and Smart Position Only
Transmitting (SPOT) tags. Sampling
would include a small fin clip and a
small blood sample. Sawfish acquired
through dead strandings or from law
enforcement confiscations would be
measured and sampled for scientific
purposes. Sampling would occur in
Florida, with the goal of taking 45
smalltooth sawfish per year. The
applicant requests a permit for five
years. Incidental take of sea turtles,
sturgeon, coral, dolphins, alligators,
crocodiles and manatees are unlikely
but possible.

Dated: January 18, 2008.

P. Michael Payne,
Chief, Permits, Conservation and Education

Division, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. E8-1315 Filed 1-24—08; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
RIN 0648—-XE56

Marine Mammals and Endangered
Species; National Marine Fisheries
Service File No. 10074; U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service File No. PRT-165304

AGENCIES: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce; U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Interior.

ACTION: Notice; receipt of application.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
Michael Etnier, Ph.D., Box 353100,
University of Washington, Seattle, WA
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98227, has applied in due form for a
permit to import, export, and possess
marine mammal specimens for the
purposes of scientific research.

DATES: Written, telefaxed, or e-mail
comments must be received on or before
February 25, 2008.

ADDRESSES: The application and related
documents are available for review
upon written request or by appointment
in the following office(s):

Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone
(301)713-2289; fax (301)427-2521;

Northwest Region, NMFS, 7600 Sand
Point Way NE, BIN C15700, Bldg. 1,
Seattle, WA 98115-0700; phone
(206)526-6150; fax (206)526—6426; and

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Division of Management Authority,
4401 North Fairfax Drive, Room 212,
Arlington, VA 22203 (1-800-358-2104).

Written comments or requests for a
public hearing on this application
should be mailed to the Chief, Permits,
Conservation and Education Division,
F/PR1, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910. Those
individuals requesting a hearing should
set forth the specific reasons why a
hearing on this particular request would
be appropriate.

Comments may also be submitted by
facsimile at (301)427-2521, provided
the facsimile is confirmed by hard copy
submitted by mail and postmarked no
later than the closing date of the
comment period.

Comments may also be submitted by
e-mail. The mailbox address for
providing e-mail comments is
NMFS.PriComments@noaa.gov. Include
in the subject line of the e-mail
comment the following document
identifier: File No. 10074/PRT-165304
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kate
Swails or Amy Sloan, Office of
Protected Resources, NMFS, (301)713—
2289.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
subject permit is requested under the
authority of the Marine Mammal
Protection Act of 1972, as amended (16
U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the regulations
governing the taking and importing of
marine mammals (50 CFR parts 18 and
216), the Endangered Species Act of
1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et
seq.), and the regulations governing the
taking, importing, and exporting of
endangered and threatened species (50
CFR parts 17 and 222-226).

Dr. Etnier requests a 5—year permit to
possess and import/export marine
mammal and endangered and

threatened species parts (hard and soft)
from the orders of Cetacea, Pinnipedia,
and Carnivora (sea otter, Enhydra
lutris). Specimens (teeth, bone, and
whiskers) would be obtained from
museums and private collections or
collected from carcasses of beach
stranded animals or federally sponsored
subsistence harvests. No animals would
be taken or killed for the purposes of
this research. The objectives are to
combine osteometric, chemical, and
genetic analyses to test hypotheses
regarding the stability of ecological
adaptations among marine mammals in
the eastern north Pacific Ocean
throughout the Late Holocene.

In compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), an initial
determination has been made that the
activity proposed is categorically
excluded from the requirement to
prepare an environmental assessment or
environmental impact statement.

Concurrent with the publication of
this notice in the Federal Register,
NMFS is forwarding copies of this
application to the Marine Mammal
Commission and its Committee of
Scientific Advisors.

Dated: January 16, 2008.
P. Michael Payne,

Chief, Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

Dated: January 16, 2008.
Timothy J. VanNorman,

Chief, Branch of Permits, Division of
Management Authority, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service.

[FR Doc. E8—1318 Filed 1-24—08; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—-XF18

General Advisory Committee to the
U.S. Section to the Inter-American
Tropical Tuna Commission; Meeting
Announcement

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: NMFS announces a meeting,
via teleconference, of the General
Advisory Committee to the U.S. Section
to the Inter-American Tropical Tuna
Commission (IATTC) in February 2008.
Meeting topics are provided under the

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section of
this notice.

DATES: The meeting will be held on
February 20, 2008, from 10 a.m. to 12
p.m. (or until business is concluded),
Pacific time.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held
via teleconference. Please notify Allison
Routt prior to February 13, 2008, to
receive dial in information and of your
intent to participate in this
teleconference.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Allison Routt at (562) 980—4019 or (562)
980—4030.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In
accordance with the Tuna Conventions
Act, as amended, the Department of
State has appointed a General Advisory
Committee to the U.S. Section to the
IATTC. The U.S. Section consists of the
four U.S. Commissioners to the IATTC
and the representative of the Deputy
Assistant Secretary of State for Oceans
and Fisheries. The Advisory Committee
supports the work of the U.S. Section in
a solely advisory capacity with respect
to U.S. participation in the work of the
IATTC, with particular reference to the
development of policies and negotiating
positions pursued at meetings of the
IATTC. NMFS, Southwest Region,
administers the Advisory Committee in
cooperation with the Department of
State.

Meeting Topics

The General Advisory Committee will
meet to receive and discuss information
on: (1) 2007 and 2008 IATTC activities,
(2) activities of the Commerce and State
Departments and the Pacific Fishery
Management Council and Western
Pacific Fishery Management Council as
they relate to the IATTC, including
scientific developments, (3) upcoming
meetings of the IATTC, including issues
such as: conservation and management
measures for yellowfin and bigeye tuna
for 2008 and beyond, measures to be
taken in the absence of conservation and
management measures, management of
fishing capacity, and other issues, (4)
IATTC cooperation with other regional
fishery management organizations, and
(5) administrative matters pertaining to
the General Advisory Committee.

Special Accommodations

The meeting is via teleconference.
Requests for special accommodations,
issues, and needs should be directed to
Allison Routt at (562) 980—4019 or (562)
980—4030 by February 13, 2008.
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