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major disaster by the President in his 
declaration of August 26, 2007. 

Columbia, Dane, Grant, Green, Iowa, 
Jefferson, Kenosha, Racine, and Rock 
Counties for Individual Assistance. 

Crawford, La Crosse, Richland, Sauk, and 
Vernon Counties for Public Assistance 
(already designated for Individual 
Assistance.) 
(The following Catalog of Federal Domestic 
Assistance Numbers (CFDA) are to be used 
for reporting and drawing funds: 97.030, 
Community Disaster Loans; 97.031, Cora 
Brown Fund Program; 97.032, Crisis 
Counseling; 97.033, Disaster Legal Services 
Program; 97.034, Disaster Unemployment 
Assistance (DUA); 97.046, Fire Management 
Assistance; 97.048, Individuals and 
Households Housing; 97.049, Individuals and 
Households Disaster Housing Operations; 
97.050 Individuals and Households Program- 
Other Needs, 97.036, Public Assistance 
Grants; 97.039, Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program.) 

R. David Paulison, 
Administrator, Federal Emergency 
Management Agency. 
[FR Doc. E7–18277 Filed 9–14–07; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 9110–10–P 

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND 
URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

[Docket No. FR–5121–N–30] 

Notice of Proposed Information 
Collection: Comment Request; 
Automated Clearing House (ACH) 
Program Application—Title I Insurance 
Charge Payments System 

AGENCY: Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Housing—Federal Housing 
Commissioner, HUD. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The proposed information 
collection requirement described below 
will be submitted to the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) for 
review, as required by the Paperwork 
Reduction Act. The Department is 
soliciting public comments on the 
subject proposal. 
DATES: Comments Due Date: November 
16, 2007. 
ADDRESSES: Interested persons are 
invited to submit comments regarding 
this proposal. Comments should refer to 
the proposal by name and/or OMB 
Control Number and should be sent to: 
Lillian L. Deitzer, Reports Management 
Officer, Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, 451 7th Street, 
SW., L’Enfant Plaza Building, Room 
8001, Washington, DC 20410 or 
Lillian.L.Deitzer@hud.gov. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Lester J. West, Director, Financial 

Operations Center, Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, 52 
Corporate Circle Albany, NY 12203 
telephone (518) 464–4200 x 2806 (this is 
not a toll free number) for copies of the 
proposed forms and other available 
information. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
Department is submitting the proposed 
information collection to OMB for 
review, as required by the Paperwork 
Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 
Chapter 35, as amended). 

This Notice is soliciting comments 
from members of the public and affected 
agencies concerning the proposed 
collection of information to: (1) Evaluate 
whether the proposed collection is 
necessary for the proper performance of 
the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information will have 
practical utility; (2) Evaluate the 
accuracy of the agency’s estimate of the 
burden of the proposed collection of 
information; (3) Enhance the quality, 
utility, and clarity of the information to 
be collected; and (4) Minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on those who are to respond; including 
the use of appropriate automated 
collection techniques or other forms of 
information technology, e.g., permitting 
electronic submission of responses. 

This Notice also lists the following 
information: 

Title of Proposal: Automated Clearing 
House (ACH) Program Application— 
Title I Insurance Charge Payments 
System. 

OMB Control Number, if applicable: 
2502–0512. 

Description of the need for the 
information and proposed use: This 
information collection is used to collect 
data to establish an electronic premium 
payment method for the Title I Program. 
This information collection is designed 
to process the collection of Title I 
insurance charges electronically in lieu 
of sending checks and other payment 
instruments by mail. 

Agency form numbers, if applicable: 
HUD–56150. 

Estimation of the total numbers of 
hours needed to prepare the information 
collection including number of 
respondents, frequency of response, and 
hours of response: The annual number 
of respondents is 50 for the Automated 
Clearing House Program Application. 
The estimated time required for each 
response is 15 minutes. The frequency 
of response is on occasion. The total 
estimated burden hours are 13. 

Status of the proposed information 
collection: Extension of a currently 
approved collection. 

Authority: Section 201.31 of the Title I 
Regulations, relating to payments of 
insurance charges, has been amended by the 
final rule that was established in the Federal 
Register at 60 FR 13854. This rule permits 
the Secretary to require Title I lenders to pay 
insurance charges through the ACH program. 

Dated: September 4, 2007. 
Frank L. Davis, 
General Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Housing—Deputy Federal Housing 
Commissioner. 
[FR Doc. E7–18193 Filed 9–14–07; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4210–67–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Fish and Wildlife Service 

Washita National Wildlife Refuge, 
Custer County, OK, and Optima 
National Wildlife Refuge, Texas 
County, OK 

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Interior. 
ACTION: Notice of availability: draft 
comprehensive conservation plan and 
environmental assessment; 
announcement of public meeting; and 
request for comments. 

SUMMARY: We, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (Service), announce the 
availability of a draft comprehensive 
conservation plan (CCP) and draft 
environmental assessment (EA) for the 
Washita and Optima National Wildlife 
Refuges (Refuges, NWRs) for public 
review and comment. In this draft CCP/ 
EA, we describe how we intend to 
manage these Refuges for the 15-year 
period beginning when we make the 
final version of this CCP/EA available. 
DATES: To ensure consideration, we 
must receive your written comments by 
November 1, 2007. We will hold a 
public meeting to provide information 
about the CCP planning process and 
solicit comments from interested 
parties; see Public Meeting under 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION for date, 
time, and location. 
ADDRESSES: Send your comments or 
requests for more information by any of 
the following methods. You may also 
view or drop off comments in person. 

• National Wildlife Refuge System, 
Southwest Region Planning Division 
Web Site: http://www.fws.gov/ 
southwest/refuges/Plan/index.html. 
Download a copy of the document(s) at 
http://www.fws.gov/southwest/refuges/ 
Plan/completeplans.html. 

• E-mail: john_slown@fws.gov. 
Include ‘‘Washita and Optima Draft 
CCP/EA’’ in the subject line of the 
message. Specify whether you want to 
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receive a hard copy or CD–ROM by U.S. 
mail or an electronic copy by e-mail. 

• Fax: 505–248–6874. 
• U.S. Mail: John Slown, 

Conservation Planner, USFWS, R–2 
Planning Division, P.O. Box 1306, 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103. 

• In-Person Drop-off, Viewing, or 
Pickup: Call 580–664–2205 to make an 
appointment during regular business 
hours at Washita National Wildlife 
Refuge (NWR), 20834 E. 940 Road, 
Butler, OK 73625. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: John 
Slown, by telephone at 505–248–7458 
or by e-mail at john_slown@fws.gov, or 
David Maple, Refuge Manager, by 
telephone at 580–664–2205. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Introduction 

With this notice, we continue the CCP 
process for Washita and Optima 
Refuges, which we started with a notice 
of intent to prepare a CCP that appeared 
in the November 17, 1999, issue of the 
Federal Register (64 FR 62683). For 
more about the initiation of this process, 
see that notice. The Washita National 
Wildlife Refuge was established in 1961 
by the authority of the Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Act (16 U.S.C. 661–667e) 
as a management overlay on Bureau of 
Reclamation lands and waters of Foss 
Reservoir, for conservation of its 
wildlife resource. Approximately 10 
acres of land acquired through the use 
of Migratory Bird Conservation Stamp 
Act funds are to be used as an inviolate 
sanctuary, or for any other management 
purpose, for migratory birds (16 U.S.C. 
715d [Migratory Bird Conservation 
Act]). 

Comprised of the northern portion of 
Foss Reservoir, adjacent wetlands, 
uplands, and the Washita River corridor 
in western Oklahoma, the 8,075-acre 
Refuge is managed to provide habitat 
and food for migrating and wintering 
populations of geese and ducks in the 
Central Flyway, contributing to 
conservation of waterfowl resources. 
The Refuge has also been managed to 
provide a diversity of habitats for a wide 
range of migratory bird species, 
including the whooping crane 
(Federally listed as threatened and 
endangered species), neotropical 
migratory birds (i.e., birds that breed in 
the United States or Canada, but migrate 
to winter ranges in Mexico, Central 
America, South America, or the 
Caribbean Islands), and shorebirds. 
Deer, coyote, bobcat, badger, opossum, 
and other resident wildlife species 
thrive on the Refuge as well. 

Management efforts at Washita Refuge 
focus on enhancing wetlands and 

uplands for migratory birds and other 
wildlife species. 

The Optima National Wildlife Refuge 
was established in 1975 under the 
authority of the Fish and Wildlife 
Coordination Act (16 U.S.C. 661–667e, 
as amended), by agreement between the 
Department of the Interior and the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers. While the 
original purpose of the 4,333-acre 
Refuge was provision of wintering and 
resting habitat for migratory waterfowl 
of the Central Flyway, the Refuge 
provides little habitat for migratory 
waterfowl due to lower than anticipated 
water impoundment rates in the Optima 
Reservoir. The Optima Refuge is 
currently managed for resident wildlife 
and migratory birds. The lack of water 
has reduced the potential for waterfowl 
management. The Refuge provides an 
island of largely undisturbed habitat for 
migratory songbirds and resident 
species including white-tailed deer, 
coyote, Rio Grande turkey, and scaled 
quail. 

Background 

The CCP Process 
The National Wildlife Refuge System 

Administration Act of 1966, as amended 
by the National Wildlife Refuge System 
Improvement Act of 1997 (16 U.S.C. 
668dd–668ee), requires us to develop a 
CCP for each national wildlife refuge. 
The purpose in developing a CCP is to 
provide refuge managers with a 15-year 
strategy for achieving refuge purposes 
and contributing toward the mission of 
the National Wildlife Refuge System, 
consistent with sound principles of fish 
and wildlife management, conservation, 
legal mandates, and our policies. In 
addition to outlining broad management 
direction on conserving wildlife and 
their habitats, plans identify wildlife- 
dependent recreational opportunities 
available to the public, including 
opportunities for hunting, fishing, 
wildlife observation, wildlife 
photography, and environmental 
education and interpretation. The 
National Environmental Policy Act of 
1969 requires that Federal agencies 
analyze and report upon the potential 
effects of any major proposed actions 
and range of reasonable alternatives. 
The draft EA attached to the draft CCP 
satisfies this requirement. 

CCP Alternatives and Our Proposed 
Action 

Priority Issues 
During the public scoping process 

with which we initiated work on this 
draft CCP, we, the Oklahoma 
Department of Wildlife Conservation, 
other partners, and the public raised 

several priority issues, which our draft 
CCP addresses. Priority issues included 
depredation of crops on farms adjacent 
to Washita Refuge by geese attracted to 
the Refuge, the need for more complete 
resource inventory of the biological 
resources of both Refuges, public 
pressure for additional recreational 
opportunities on the Refuges, and the 
difficulty of managing resources on 
Optima Refuge with no permanent staff 
on site. To address these priority issues, 
we developed and evaluated the 
following alternatives during the 
planning process. 

Alternatives 
Alternative 1, No Action, is current 

management, or what would occur on 
the Refuges if no management plans 
were implemented. Under Alternative 2, 
the Refuges would be operated at a 
custodial level; habitat management 
programs would cease and public access 
would be closed. Alternative 3 is the 
proposed action, and includes 
management actions and public uses 
that are considered to be the best 
feasible. Alternative 4 represents a 
maximum effort alternative, with 
intensive habitat management actions 
and maximized public use. 

Habitat management activities: Under 
Alternative 1 Washita Refuge would 
continue to operate moist soil 
management areas, prescription fires, 
and farming for wildlife at the current 
levels. Under Alternative 1, habitat 
management on Optima Refuge would 
be limited to the current level of farming 
for wildlife and periodic clearing of 
firebreaks along the Refuge boundaries. 
Under Alternative 2, there would be no 
active habitat management at either 
Refuge. Under Alternative 3, the 
proposed action, habitat management 
would include development and 
implementation of an integrated pest 
management plan at both Refuges. 
Farming for wildlife would be 
continued at both Refuges, but would be 
comprehensively reviewed for 
appropriateness and effectiveness. 
Similarly, moist soil management would 
be continued at Washita Refuge. Both 
Refuges would establish annual goals 
for prairie restoration in areas 
previously altered by tillage or over- 
grazing. A program of salt cedar 
eradication and cottonwood 
establishment would be implemented at 
Optima Refuge. Under Alternative 4, 
habitat management programs at each 
Refuge would be maximized, and 
acreage of land farmed for wildlife or 
managed as moist soil units would be 
increased. 

Public Use Opportunities: Under 
Alternative 1, No Action, the current 
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levels of public use and visitor facility 
development would remain at each 
Refuge. Washita Refuge would continue 
to offer waterfowl and deer hunts and 
would maintain the Centennial Trail, 
and several other interpretive signs and 
visitor access parking areas. Optima 
Refuge would continue to offer upland 
game and deer archery hunts and 
passive recreation with extremely 
limited developed facilities. Under 
Alternative 2, both Refuges would be 
closed to the public. Under Alternative 
3, the proposed action, Washita Refuge 
would evaluate additional hunt 
opportunities, develop a primitive 
hiking trail with interpretive signs, 
develop additional interpretive signage, 
and develop a visitor center on the 
Refuge administrative site. Optima 
Refuge would develop additional 
interpretive signage at existing parking 
areas. Curriculum materials and other 
educational and interpretive outreach 
resources would be developed and 
distributed to schools and other 
institutions in the towns surrounding 
each Refuge. Under Alternative 4, 
public use opportunities at both Refuges 
would be maximized. In addition to the 
programs and features proposed under 
Alternative 3, Washita NWR would 
develop additional vehicular access and 
parking areas, a canoe trail along the 
Washita River with parking at put-in 
and take-out points, and 5 miles of 
interpreted hiking trails. Optima NWR 
would develop two wildlife viewing 
platforms overlooking the Refuge and a 
marked hiking trail with interpretive 
signage. 

Public Availability of Comments 

Before including your address, 
telephone number, e-mail address, or 
other personal identifying information 
in your comment, you should be aware 
that your entire comment—including 
your personal identifying information— 
may be made publicly available at any 
time. While you can ask us in your 
comment to withhold your personal 
identifying information from public 
review, we cannot guarantee that we 
will be able to do so. We will make all 
comments part of the official public 
record. We will handle requests for such 
comments in accordance with the 
Freedom of Information Act, NEPA, and 
Service and Departmental policies and 
procedures. 

Dated: July 26, 2007. 

Christopher T. Jones, 
Acting Regional Director, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
[FR Doc. E7–18165 Filed 9–14–07; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4310–55–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Fish and Wildlife Service 

Receipt of Application of Endangered 
Species Recovery Permits 

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Interior. 

ACTION: Notice of availability and 
receipt of application. 

SUMMARY: We announce our receipt of 
an application to conduct certain 
activities pertaining to enhancement of 
survival of endangered species. 

DATES: Written comments on this 
request for a permit must be received by 
October 17, 2007. 

ADDRESSES: Written data or comments 
should be submitted to the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, Assistant Regional 
Director, Fisheries-Ecological Services, 
P.O. Box 25486, Denver Federal Center, 
Denver, Colorado 80225–0486; facsimile 
303–236–0027. Documents and other 
information submitted with these 
applications are available for review, 
subject to the requirements of the 
Privacy Act [5 U.S.C. 552A] and 
Freedom of Information Act [5 U.S.C. 
552], by any party who submits a 
request for a copy of such documents 
within 30 days of the date of publication 
of this notice to Kris Olsen, by mail or 
by telephone at 303–236–4256. All 
comments received from individuals 
become part of the official public 
record. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
following applicant has requested 
issuance of an enhancement of survival 
permit to conduct certain activities with 
endangered species pursuant to section 
10(a)(1)(A) of the Endangered Species 
Act of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 
et seq.). 

Applicant: Arizona Game and Fish 
Department, Phoenix, Arizona, TE– 
163125. The applicant requests a permit 
to take black-footed ferret (Mustela 
nigripes) in conjunction with recovery 
activities throughout the species’ range 
for the purpose of enhancing its survival 
and recovery. 

Dated: August 24, 2007. 

James J. Slack, 
Acting Regional Director, Denver, Colorado. 
[FR Doc. E7–18218 Filed 9–14–07; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4310–55–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Fish and Wildlife Service 

Receipt of Applications for Permit 

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Interior. 
ACTION: Notice of receipt of applications 
for permit. 

SUMMARY: The public is invited to 
comment on the following applications 
to conduct certain activities with 
endangered species and/or marine 
mammals. 

DATES: Written data, comments or 
requests must be received by October 
17, 2007. 
ADDRESSES: Documents and other 
information submitted with these 
applications are available for review, 
subject to the requirements of the 
Privacy Act and Freedom of Information 
Act, by any party who submits a written 
request for a copy of such documents 
within 30 days of the date of publication 
of this notice to: U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Division of Management 
Authority, 4401 North Fairfax Drive, 
Room 700, Arlington, Virginia 22203; 
fax 703/358–2281. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Division of Management Authority, 
telephone 703/358–2104. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Endangered Species 
The public is invited to comment on 

the following applications for a permit 
to conduct certain activities with 
endangered species. This notice is 
provided pursuant to Section 10(c) of 
the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as 
amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). 
Written data, comments, or requests for 
copies of these complete applications 
should be submitted to the Director 
(address above). 

Applicant: Sheila Arias, University of 
Idaho, Moscow, ID, PRT–157271 

The applicant requests a permit to 
import biological samples from ocelot 
(Leopardus pardalis), tiger cat 
(Leopardus tigrinus) and margay 
(Leopardus wiedii) from Profelis- 
Hacienda Matambu, Puntarenas, Costa 
Rica for the purpose of enhancement of 
the species through scientific research. 
This notification covers activities 
conducted by the applicant for a five- 
year period. 

Applicant: University of Anthropology, 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst, 
MA, PRT–160360 

The applicant requests a permit to 
import biological samples collected 
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