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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

50 CFR Part 679 

[Docket No. 070213033–7033–01] 

RIN 0648–XB87 

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Yellowfin Sole by 
Vessels Using Trawl Gear in Bering 
Sea and Aleutian Islands Management 
Area 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Temporary rule; closure. 

SUMMARY: NMFS is closing directed 
fishing for yellowfin sole by vessels 
using trawl gear in the Bering Sea and 
Aleutian Islands management area 
(BSAI). This action is necessary to 
prevent exceeding the 2007 halibut 
bycatch allowance specified for the 
trawl yellowfin sole fishery category in 
the BSAI. 
DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local 
time (A.l.t.), August 6, 2007, through 
1200 hrs, A.l.t., December 31, 2007. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Jennifer Hogan, 907–586–7228. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS 
manages the groundfish fishery in the 
BSAI according to the Fishery 
Management Plan for Groundfish of the 
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands 
Management Area (FMP) prepared by 
the North Pacific Fishery Management 
Council under authority of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act. 
Regulations governing fishing by U.S. 
vessels in accordance with the FMP 
appear at subpart H of 50 CFR part 600 
and 50 CFR part 679. 

The 2007 halibut bycatch allowance 
specified for the trawl yellowfin sole 
fishery category in the BSAI is 936 
metric tons as established by the 2007 
and 2008 final harvest specifications for 
groundfish in the BSAI (72 FR 9451, 
March 2, 2007). 

In accordance with § 679.21(e)(7)(v), 
the Administrator, Alaska Region, 
NMFS, has determined that the 2007 
halibut bycatch allowance specified for 
the trawl yellowfin sole fishery category 
in the BSAI has been reached. 
Consequently, NMFS is closing directed 
fishing for yellowfin sole by vessels 
using trawl gear in the BSAI. 

After the effective date of this closure 
the maximum retainable amounts at 

§ 679.20(e) and (f) apply at any time 
during a trip. 

Classification 
This action responds to the best 

available information recently obtained 
from the fishery. The Assistant 
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA 
(AA), finds good cause to waive the 
requirement to provide prior notice and 
opportunity for public comment 
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5 
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) as such requirement is 
impracticable and contrary to the public 
interest. This requirement is 
impracticable and contrary to the public 
interest as it would prevent NMFS from 
responding to the most recent fisheries 
data in a timely fashion and would 
delay the closure of directed fishing for 
yellowfin sole by vessels using trawl 
gear in the BSAI. NMFS was unable to 
publish a notice providing time for 
public comment because the most 
recent, relevant data only became 
available as of August 3, 2007. 

The AA also finds good cause to 
waive the 30-day delay in the effective 
date of this action under 5 U.S.C. 
553(d)(3). This finding is based upon 
the reasons provided above for waiver of 
prior notice and opportunity for public 
comment. 

This action is required by § 679.21 
and is exempt from review under 
Executive Order 12866. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: August 6, 2007. 
Emily Menashes, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 07–3892 Filed 8–6–07; 2:03 pm] 
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

50 CFR Part 679 

[Docket No. 070213032–7032–01] 

RIN 0648–XB86 

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Ocean Perch 
in the Western Regulatory Area of the 
Gulf of Alaska 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Temporary rule; closure. 

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed 
fishing for Pacific ocean perch in the 
Western Regulatory Area of the Gulf of 

Alaska (GOA). This action is necessary 
to prevent exceeding the 2007 total 
allowable catch (TAC) of Pacific ocean 
perch in the Western Regulatory Area of 
the GOA. 
DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local 
time (A.l.t.), August 6, 2007, through 
2400 hrs, A.l.t., December 31, 2007. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Jennifer Hogan, 907–586–7228. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS 
manages the groundfish fishery in the 
GOA exclusive economic zone 
according to the Fishery Management 
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of 
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North 
Pacific Fishery Management Council 
under authority of the Magnuson- 
Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act. Regulations governing 
fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance 
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50 
CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679. 

The 2007 TAC of Pacific ocean perch 
in the Western Regulatory Area of the 
GOA is 4,244 metric tons (mt) as 
established by the 2007 and 2008 
harvest specifications for groundfish of 
the GOA (72 FR 9676, March 5, 2007). 

In accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(i), 
the Administrator, Alaska Region, 
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has 
determined that the 2007 TAC of Pacific 
ocean perch in the Western Regulatory 
Area of the GOA will soon be reached. 
Therefore, the Regional Administrator is 
establishing a directed fishing 
allowance of 4,234 mt, and is setting 
aside the remaining 10 mt as bycatch to 
support other anticipated groundfish 
fisheries. In accordance with 
§ 679.20(d)(1)(iii), the Regional 
Administrator finds that this directed 
fishing allowance has been reached. 
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting 
directed fishing for Pacific ocean perch 
in the Western Regulatory Area of the 
GOA. 

After the effective date of this closure 
the maximum retainable amounts at 
§ 679.20(e) and (f) apply at any time 
during a trip. 

Classification 

This action responds to the best 
available information recently obtained 
from the fishery. The Assistant 
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA 
(AA), finds good cause to waive the 
requirement to provide prior notice and 
opportunity for public comment 
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5 
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) as such requirement is 
impracticable and contrary to the public 
interest. This requirement is 
impracticable and contrary to the public 
interest as it would prevent NMFS from 
responding to the most recent fisheries 
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data in a timely fashion and would 
delay the closure of Pacific ocean perch 
in the Western Regulatory Area of the 
GOA. NMFS was unable to publish a 
notice providing time for public 
comment because the most recent, 
relevant data only became available as 
of August 3, 2007. 

The AA also finds good cause to 
waive the 30-day delay in the effective 
date of this action under 5 U.S.C. 
553(d)(3). This finding is based upon 
the reasons provided above for waiver of 
prior notice and opportunity for public 
comment. 

This action is required by § 679.20 
and is exempt from review under 
Executive Order 12866. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: August 6, 2007. 
Emily Menashes, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 07–3893 Filed 8–6–07; 2:03 pm] 
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

50 CFR Part 679 

[Docket No. 0612242964–7332–02; I.D. 
080106C] 

RIN 0648–AS84 

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Individual Fishing 
Quota Program; Community 
Development Quota Program 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Final rule. 

SUMMARY: NMFS adopts a rule that 
modifies the Individual Fishing Quota 
(IFQ) Program for the fixed-gear 
commercial Pacific halibut fishery and 
sablefish fishery by revising regulations 
specific to those fisheries. This action is 
intended to improve the effectiveness of 
the Halibut and Sablefish IFQ Program 
(IFQ Program) and is necessary to 
promote the objectives of the Magnuson- 
Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act (Magnuson-Stevens 
Act) and the Northern Pacific Halibut 
Act of 1982 (Halibut Act) with respect 
to the IFQ fisheries. 
DATES: Effective on September 10, 2007, 
except for §§ 679.42(d) and 679.42(i) 
which contain information collection 
requirements that have not been 
approved by OMB. NMFS will publish 

a document in the Federal Register 
announcing the effective date of these 
paragraphs. 
ADDRESSES: Copies of the Categorical 
Exclusion, Regulatory Impact Review 
(RIR), the Initial Regulatory Flexibility 
Analysis (IRFA) prepared for the 
proposed rule and the Final Regulatory 
Flexibility Analysis (FRFA) prepared for 
this action may be obtained from the 
North Pacific Fishery Management 
Council (Council) at 605 West 4th, Suite 
306, Anchorage, Alaska 99501–2252, 
907–271–2809, or NMFS Alaska Region, 
P.O. Box 21668, Juneau, AK 99802, 
Attn: Ellen Sebastian, and on the NMFS 
Alaska Region website at http:// 
www.noaa.fakr.gov. 

Written comments regarding the 
burden-hour estimates or other aspects 
of the collection-of-information 
requirements contained in this final rule 
may be submitted to NMFS Alaska 
Region, and by email to 
DavidlRostker@omb.eop.gov or fax to 
202–395–7285. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Jay 
Ginter, 907–586–7228 or 
jay.ginter@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
International Pacific Halibut 
Commission (IPHC) and NMFS manage 
fishing for Pacific halibut (Hippoglossus 
stenolepis) through regulations 
established under the authority of the 
Halibut Act (16 U.S.C. 773–773k). The 
IPHC promulgates regulations governing 
the halibut fishery under the 
Convention between the United States 
and Canada for the Preservation of the 
Halibut Fishery of the Northern Pacific 
Ocean and Bering Sea. The IPHC’s 
regulations are subject to approval by 
the Secretary of State with concurrence 
of the Secretary of Commerce 
(Secretary). NMFS publishes the 
approved IPHC regulations as annual 
management measures pursuant to 50 
CFR 300.62. Additional management 
regulations not in conflict with 
regulations adopted by the IPHC (such 
as the IFQ Program) may be 
recommended by the Council and 
implemented by the Secretary through 
NMFS to allocate harvesting privileges 
among U.S. fishermen under the 
authority of the Halibut Act (16 U.S.C. 
773–773k). 

The U.S. groundfish fisheries of the 
exclusive economic zone in the Gulf of 
Alaska (GOA) and the Bering Sea and 
Aleutian Islands (BSAI) are managed by 
NMFS under fishery management plans 
(FMPs). The FMPs were prepared by the 
Council under the Magnuson-Stevens 
Act (16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.) and are 
implemented by regulations at 50 CFR 
part 679. Fishing for sablefish 

(Anoplopoma fimbria) with hook-and- 
line gear is governed by regulations 
implementing the BSAI and GOA 
groundfish FMPs as part of the IFQ 
Program. 

Relevant background on the IFQ 
Program and each part of this action is 
presented in the proposed rule 
published November l, 2006 (71 FR 
64218). That publication proposed 
changes to the IFQ Program regulations 
in seven areas. This final rule adopts the 
following five changes in their entirety: 

• Allow transfers of QS for medical 
reasons; 

• Require a vessel monitoring system 
for vessels harvesting sablefish in the 
BSAI; 

• Amend the block program for 
halibut by (a) allowing a QS holder to 
hold 3 blocks rather than 2, (b) dividing 
halibut blocks in Areas 3B and 4A that 
yield more than 20,000 lb (9.1 mt), 
based on the 2004 harvest figures, into 
a block of 20,000 lb (9.1 mt) and the 
remainder unblocked, and (c) increasing 
the halibut sweep-up level in Areas 2C 
and 3A to 5,000 lb (2.3 mt); 

• Allow category D QS to be fished on 
vessels less than or equal to 60 ft (18.3 
m) length overall (LOA) in areas 3B and 
4C; and 

• Allow category B catcher vessel QS 
for Area 2C halibut and Southeast 
Outside District sablefish, which 
currently must be fished on vessels 
greater than 60 ft (18.3 m) LOA, to be 
fished on catcher vessels of any length. 

The sixth proposed change would 
have tightened the requirements for QS 
holders who use hired skippers by 
requiring specific documentation of 
vessel ownership and requiring 
ownership of the vessel used by the 
hired skipper for the prior 12 months. 
The final rule adopts the documentation 
requirement but not the 12-month 
ownership requirement. Specifically, 
the final rule lists the documentation a 
QS holder must submit to prove 
ownership of a documented vessel that 
a hired master will use. This final rule 
does not adopt the 12-month ownership 
requirement in the proposed rule, 
namely that QS holders must prove at 
least the minimum vessel ownership (20 
percent ownership interest) for 12 
consecutive months prior to using a 
hired master. NMFS is seeking 
clarification from the Council on 
whether the Council wishes to exclude 
from the 12-month requirement those 
QS holders whose vessels need 
temporary repairs and, for that reason, 
have their QS fished from vessels that 
the QS holders have owned less than 12 
months. 

This final rule does not adopt the 
seventh proposed change. The final rule 
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