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the interbasin transfer of ground water.
Impacts to the quality of storm water
run off, surface water, and ground water
will be minimal.

Noise: The Department identified two
broad categories of noise resulting from
the proposed project: short-term
construction-related noise and longer-
term noise associated with passing
trains and horn blasts. The proposed
project is located within a sparsely
populated area of Cameron County (the
draft environmental assessment notes
only two residential structures within
1,000 feet of the construction). However,
portions of the Resaca de la Palma
wildlife refuge and World Birding
Center may be affected by noise related
to rail traffic, but those impacts are not
expected to be significant and will be
minimized by implementation of the
World Birding Center Revegetation
Mitigation Plan.

While levels of construction noise
will vary according to the nature of the
construction work in progress, such
noise is expected to be short term and
will not exceed noise limits imposed by
federal, state, and local laws and
ordinances.

Noise resulting from rail traffic is not
expected to have a significant impact on
the surrounding environment, including
the Resaca de la Palma wildlife refuge
and the World Birding Center. A horn
noise analysis conducted for the New
Carmen Road at-grade crossing indicates
that horn noise will not have any impact
on the surrounding environment, as
defined by the FTA (Federal Transit
Administration).

Similarly, interim criteria for the
threshold of disturbance for birds
established by the FTA will not be
exceeded either by regular train traffic
or by train horns.

While a USFWS standard for peak
hour noise will be slightly exceeded, the
impact is not expected to be significant
since the noise level will not exceed the
USFWS limit 200 feet from the tracks
and highway noise in the area
frequently is recorded well above the
USFWS peak hour noise level. Noise
impacts will also be minimized by a ban
against trains idling on the tracks, and
maintenance of minimum speed of
trains passing through the area of
approximately 40 mph.

It should be noted that the proposed
project will reduce noise levels along
the existing corridor significantly, an
important benefit for the higher
numbers of homes located on the
existing corridor.

Environmental Justice/Socio-
Economic Concerns: In accordance with
Executive Order 12898 of February 11,
1994, the project is not expected to have

a disproportionate impact on the
minority or low-income communities in
the immediate vicinity of the project, in
view the of location of the project and
the sparsely-populated nature of the
land.

Energy Requirements and
Conservation Potentials: The
construction of the proposed project
should be considered as a short-term
use of the environment during which
energy and labor will be expended. This
energy cost will, in the long-term, be
offset by reduced vehicle congestion in
downtown Brownsville and the more
efficient movement of commerce and
cargo between the United States and
Mexico.

Any Irreversible and Irretrievable
Commitment of Resources: The project
has not involved irreversible and
irretrievable commitment of resources.

Health and Safety: The project should
contribute to the health and safety of the
Brownsville community through
lessening vehicle emissions, reducing
the potential for vehicle-train collisions
at existing at-grade crossings, and
minimizing the potential for the railroad
accidents in densely-populated areas
involving hazardous materials.

Cumulative Impacts: The Department
also considered cumulative
environmental impacts resulting from
the project.

As stated above, the proposed project
will improve the quality of life for city
and area residents by (a) the relocation
of rail lines outside the Brownsville; (b)
the reduction of vehicle waiting times
and improvement of air quality in the
downtown sections of the city; (c) the
reduced impact of train noise to city
residents; (d) the diversion of the
transport of hazardous cargo from
downtown Brownsville to less
populated areas outside the city; and, (e)
the elimination of numerous at-grade
crossings.

Environmental disruption throughout
the construction process and in the
operation of the rail line will be
minimized through appropriate
mitigation measures, discussed above,
and coordination between Cameron
County with Federal and state agencies
such as the IBWC, USACE, USFWS, and
TPWD in the development and
implementation of those mitigation
measures.

IV. Conclusion: Analysis of the Final
Environmental Assessment

On the basis of the final
environmental assessment, information
developed during the review of the
Cameron County’s application and
environmental assessment, and
comments received, a Finding of No

Significant Impact (“FONSI”) is adopted
and an environmental impact statement
will not be prepared.

The Final Environmental Assessment
prepared by the Department addressing
this action is on file and may be
reviewed by interested parties at the
Department of State, 2201 C Street NW,
Room 4258, Washington, DC (Attn: Mr.
Dennis Linskey, Tel 202-647-8529).

Dated: June 18, 2004.

Dennis Linskey,

Coordinator, U.S.—Mexico Border Affairs,
Office of Mexican Affairs, Department of
State.

[FR Doc. 04—14468 Filed 6—24—04; 8:45 am)]
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Office of the Secretary
[Docket No. OST-2004-18488]

Notice of Renewal of a Previously
Approved Collection

AGENCY: Office of the Secretary.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, this
notice announces the Department of
Transportation’s (DOT) intention to
request extension of a previously
approved information collection.

DATES: Comments on this notice must be
received by August 24, 2004.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
identified by DOT DMS Docket Number
0OST-2004-18488 by any of the
following methods:

e Web site: http://dms.dot.gov.
Follow the instructions for submitting
comments on the DOT electronic docket
site.

e Fax 1-202—493-2251.

e Mail: Docket Management Facility;
U.S. Department of Transportation, 400
Seventh Street, SW., Nassif Building,
Room PL—-401, Washington, DC 20590—
0001.

e Hand Delivery: Room PL—401 on
the plaza level of the Nassif Building,
400 Seventh Street, SW., Washington,
DC, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday, except on Federal
holidays.

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to
http://www.regulations.gov. Follow the
online instructions for submitting
comments.

Instructions: All submissions must
include the agency name and docket
number or Regulatory Identification
Number (RIN) for this rulemaking. For
detailed instructions on submitting
comments and additional information
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on the rulemaking process, see the
Public Participation heading of the
Supplementary Information section of
this document. Note that all comments
received will be posted without change
to http://dms.dot.gov including any
personal information provided. Please
see the Privacy Act heading under
Regulatory Notes.

Docket: For access to the docket to
read background documents or
comments received, go to http://
dms.dot.gov at any time or to Room PL-
401 on the plaza level of the Nassif
Building, 400 Seventh Street, SW.,
Washington, DC, between 9 a.m. and 5
p.m., Monday through Friday, except
Federal holidays.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
David Walterscheid, Realty Specialist,
FHWA HQ Office of Real Estate
Services—HEPR, 555 Zang Street, Room
400, Lakewood, CO 80228, (303) 969—
5772, ext. 333, (303) 969-6727 (fax).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Relocation Assistance and Real
Property Acquisition Regulations for
Federal and Federally Assisted
Programs.

OMB Number: 2105-0508.

Type of Request: Extension without
change, of a previously approved
collection.

Abstract: This regulation implements
amendments to 42 U.S.C. 4602 et seq.
concerning acquisition of real property
and relocation assistance for displaced
persons for Federal and federally-
assisted programs. It prohibits the
provision of relocation assistance and
payments to persons not legally in the
United States (with certain exceptions).
The information collected consists of a
certification of residency status from
affected persons to establish eligibility
for relocation assistance and payments.
Displacing agencies will require each
person who is to be displaced by a
Federal or federally-assisted project, as
a condition of eligibility for relocation
payments or advisory assistance, to
certify that he or she is lawfully present
in the United States.

Respondents: State highway agencies,
local government highway agencies, and
airport sponsors receiving financial
assistance for expenditures of Federal
funds on acquisition and relocation
payments and required services to
displaced persons.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
1,443 for file maintenance and 52 state
highway agencies for statistical reports.

Estimated Total Burden on
Respondents: 29,043 hours.

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance

of the functions of the Department,
including whether the information will
have practical utility; (b) the accuracy of
the Department’s estimate of the burden
of the proposed information collection;
(c) ways to enhance the quality, utility
and clarity of the information collection;
and (d) ways to minimize the burden of
the collection of information on
respondents, including the use of
automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.
All responses to this notice will be
summarized and included in the request
for OMB approval. All comments will
also become a matter of public record.
Issued in Washington, DC, on June 13,
2004.
Susan B. Lauffer,
Director, Office of Real Estate Services,
Federal Highway Administration.
[FR Doc. 04-14501 Filed 6—24—-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-62-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Maritime Administration
[Docket Number: MARAD-2004-18464]

Requested Administrative Waiver of
the Coastwise Trade Laws

AGENCY: Maritime Administration,
Department of Transportation.

ACTION: Invitation for public comments
on a requested administrative waiver of
the Coastwise Trade Laws for the vessel
DEALER’S CHOICE.

SUMMARY: As authorized by Pub. L. 105—
383 and Pub. L. 107-295, the Secretary
of Transportation, as represented by the
Maritime Administration (MARAD), is
authorized to grant waivers of the U.S.-
build requirement of the coastwise laws
under certain circumstances. A request
for such a waiver has been received by
MARAD. The vessel, and a brief
description of the proposed service, is
listed below. The complete application
is given in DOT docket 2004-18464 at
http://dms.dot.gov. Interested parties
may comment on the effect this action
may have on U.S. vessel builders or
businesses in the U.S. that use U.S.-flag
vessels. If MARAD determines, in
accordance with Pub. L. 105-383 and
MARAD’s regulations at 46 CFR part
388 (68 FR 23084; April 30, 2003), that
the issuance of the waiver will have an
unduly adverse effect on a U.S.-vessel
builder or a business that uses U.S.-flag
vessels in that business, a waiver will
not be granted. Comments should refer
to the docket number of this notice and
the vessel name in order for MARAD to
properly consider the comments.
Comments should also state the

commenter’s interest in the waiver
application, and address the waiver
criteria given in § 388.4 of MARAD’s
regulations at 46 CFR part 388.

DATES: Submit comments on or before
August 24, 2004.

ADDRESSES: Comments should refer to
docket number MARAD-2004—18464.
Written comments may be submitted by
hand or by mail to the Docket Clerk,
U.S. DOT Dockets, Room PL—401,
Department of Transportation, 400 7th
St., SW., Washington, DC 20590-0001.
You may also send comments
electronically via the Internet at http://
dmses.dot.gov/submit/. All comments
will become part of this docket and will
be available for inspection and copying
at the above address between 10 a.m.
and 5 p.m., E.T., Monday through
Friday, except federal holidays. An
electronic version of this document and
all documents entered into this docket
is available on the World Wide Web at
http://dms.dot.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Michael Hokana, U.S. Department of
Transportation, Maritime
Administration, MAR-830 Room 7201,
400 Seventh Street, SW., Washington,
DC 20590. Telephone 202—-366-0760.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

As described by the applicant the
intended service of the vessel DEALER’S
CHOICE is:

Intended Use: “‘Charter fishing,
hunting and sight seeing tours.”

Geographic Region: “Prince William
Sound, including Whittier, Valdez,
Cordova and Seward.”

Dated: June 21, 2004.

By order of the Maritime Administrator.
Joel C. Richard,
Secretary, Maritime Administration.
[FR Doc. 04—14401 Filed 6—24-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-81-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Surface Transportation Board
[STB Finance Docket No. 34495]

Buckingham Branch Railroad
Company—Lease—CSX
Transportation, Inc.

AGENCY: Surface Transportation Board,
DOT.

ACTION: Decision No. 2 in STB Finance
Docket No. 34495; Notice of Acceptance
of Railroad Lease Application; Issuance
of Procedural Schedule.

SUMMARY: The Surface Transportation
Board (Board) is accepting for
consideration the BBRR—1/CSXT-1
application (referred to as the BBRR/
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