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Response: Although 16 common 
dolphins were killed incidental to the 
pelagic longline fishery between 1990–
2000, no animals were killed or 
seriously injured during the 5–year 
period (1996–2000). Therefore, the data 
were not included in Table 2.

Pacific Regional SARs
Comment 22: For Hawaiian monk 

seals, the pattern of residuals in the 
graph showing mean number of non-
pups by year suggests that the fitted 
model may be too linear, and other 
models should be investigated to 
provide a better fit. The title for the Y-
axis overlaps the units of measurement 
and is difficult to read.

Response: NMFS is currently 
investigating other analyses to interpret 
the data more precisely. However, the 
slope of the current model provides an 
average rate of population decline 
during the entire period covered in the 
graph.

Comment 23: Data for population size 
of Hawaiian Monk Seals in 2001 are 
available, and it would be useful to 
include them in the discussion and the 
graph.

Response: Although the data for 2001 
are currently available, the estimates 
resulting from these data were not 
completed and reviewed prior to 
completion of the 2002 draft SARs. The 
new estimates will be included in future 
drafts for public review and comment.

Comment 24: In the fourth paragraph 
in the Hawaiian monk seal section and 
in the section on Other Mortality, 
references to biotoxins (e.g., 
ciguatoxins) have been removed. 
Although mortality due to biotoxins has 
not been confirmed, it has long been a 
matter of concern stemming largely from 
(1) the 1978 mass mortality of seals at 
Laysan Island, which may have resulted 
from ciguatoxins, and (2) observations 
that monk seals consumed fish that 
were discarded during bottomfish 
operations because those fish are known 
to contain potentially high levels of 
biotoxins (i.e., were not considered fit 
for human consumption). The lack of 
confirmation that biotoxins do, in fact, 
cause mortality could indicate they do 
not, but it could also indicate that 
methods for detection or monitoring of 
such mortality are inadequate. In view 
of the fact that the potential threat posed 
to monk seals by biotoxins cannot be 
reliably characterized and concerns 
about such threats appear to be justified 
on the basis of the existing information 
on monk seals (as well as information 
on biotoxin effects on other marine 
mammal species), this potential source 
of mortality should be described in the 
report.

Response: The role of biotoxins, such 
as ciguatoxin, in mortality of monk seals 
remains speculative. Any number of 
other factors could also be hypothesized 
to cause mortality to monk seals, but are 
not listed because they are not 
confirmed. As relevant information 
becomes available, NMFS will include a 
summary of this information in the 
SARs, including the effects of biotoxins 
on monk seals.

Comment 25: In the Fisheries 
Information section, there was 
confusion over the total number of sets 
and hooks fished in Hawaiian waters.

Response: Two sets of values were 
presented: one for Hawaii-based vessels 
and another for vessels landing on the 
U.S. west coast (excluding Alaska and 
Hawaii). The reported value of 20.2 
million hooks fished in 2000 refers to 
Hawaiian-based vessels, which 
corresponds to approximately 12,000 
fishing trips, or 1,700 hooks per set. The 
cited value of 285 sets in year 2000 
refers to boats landing on the 
continental U.S. west coast. Information 
on the number of Hawaiian-based sets 
will be clarified in the final stock 
assessment.

Comment 26: The commenter noted 
that the abundance of false killer whales 
in regions yet unsurveyed is unknown, 
nor has their presence been established 
in the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands. 
The commenter also suggested that it 
might be more accurate to state that 
current estimates are negatively biased, 
with the extent of the potential bias 
being unknown.

Response: The abundance of 
Hawaiian false killer whales outside of 
previously surveyed areas is unknown, 
but their presence has been documented 
through longline fishery interactions. 
Given even a low density of animals 
outside previously surveyed areas and 
the large expanse of the study area, new 
population estimates are likely to 
exceed the currently published estimate 
by an unknown amount. Thus the 
current aerial survey estimate represents 
an underestimate, owing to a lack of 
survey coverage throughout the stock’s 
range. Current abundance estimates are 
also negatively-biased because 
correction factors for the proportion of 
animals missed by the survey aircraft 
due to diving (availability bias) and 
poor searching conditions (perception 
bias) are not available. A research cruise 
conducted in summer and autumn 2002 
in the Hawaiian EEZ is expected to 
provide reliable estimates of abundance 
of false killer whales throughout the 
Hawaiian EEZ. Revised abundances 
estimates for Hawaiian cetaceans are 
expected to appear in the 2004 SARs, 
which will be reviewed by the Pacific 

SRG in late summer and fall of 2003 
prior to public review and comment.

Comment 27: In Table 1 of the 
Fisheries Information section for harbor 
porpoise (Oregon/Washington coastal 
stock), estimates of mean annual take 
have not been included even though 
estimated mortality levels are included 
and, in most cases, are not zero. 
Although the observed mortality was 
recorded during experiments with 
pingers, it is not clear why the resulting 
take levels are not carried over into the 
final column.

Response: The mean annual take is 
included in Table 1 and is calculated as 
the average of the most recent 5 years 
of mortality estimates. The mean annual 
take of 9 (CV=0.62) harbor porpoise, 
calculated for the northern Washington 
marine set gillnet fishery in 1996–2000, 
includes mortality estimates for two of 
the years (1996 and 1997) in which 
acoustic alarm experiments were 
conducted in this fishery.

Dated: April 7, 2003.
Laurie K. Allen,
Acting Director, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03–9058 Filed 4–11–03; 8:45 am] 
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ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Gulf of Mexico Fishery 
Management Council will convene a 
joint public meeting via conference call 
of the Reef Fish Advisory Panel (AP) 
and Reef Fish Scientific and Statistical 
Committee (SSC).
DATES: The meeting will be via 
conference call on April 28, 2003 
beginning at 10 a.m. EDT.
ADDRESSES: Listening stations will be 
available at the following locations:

1. NMFS Southeast Regional Office, 
9721 Executive Center Drive, North, St. 
Petersburg, FL 33702, Contact: Larry 
Kelley at 727–570–5301;

2. NMFS Panama City Laboratory, 
3500 Delwood Beach Road, Panama 
City, FL, Contact: Gary Fitzhugh at 850–
234–6541, extension 214.

Council address: Gulf of Mexico 
Fishery Management Council, 3018 U.S. 
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Highway 301 North, Suite 1000, Tampa, 
FL 33619.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Steven Atran, Population Dynamics 
Statistician, Gulf of Mexico Fishery 
Management Council; telephone: 813–
228–2815.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The AP 
and Reef Fish SSC will be convened to 
review and comment on a proposed 
Amendment 21 to the Reef Fish Fishery 
Management Plan (FMP) to extend the 
time period for the Madison/Swanson 
and Steamboat Lumps marine reserves 
beyond their June 16, 2004 expiration 
date. 

The Madison/Swanson and Steamboat 
Lumps marine reserves were 
implemented on June 19, 2000 with a 4–
year sunset provision. The Madison/
Swanson site is approximately 115 
square nautical miles in size and is 
located about 40 nautical miles 
southwest of Apalachicola City, FL. 
Steamboat Lumps is approximately 104 
square nautical miles in size and is 
located about 95 nautical miles west of 
Tarpon Springs, FL. Within each area, 
fishing is prohibited for all species 
except for highly migratory species, i.e., 
tunas, marlin, oceanic sharks, sailfishes, 
and swordfish. These marine reserves 
were created primarily to protect a 
portion of the gag spawning 
aggregations and to protect a portion of 
the offshore population of male gag. The 
areas are also suitable habitat and 
provide protection for many other 
species, such as scamp, red grouper, 
warsaw grouper, speckled hind, red 
snapper, red porgy, and others. If action 
is not taken to continue the reserves, 
they will cease to exist after June 16, 
2004. 

A copy of the agenda can be obtained 
by contacting the Council (see addresses 
above). 

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained in the agenda may come 
before the AP/SSC for discussion, in 
accordance with the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act (MSFCMA), those issues may not be 
the subject of formal action during this 
meeting. Action will be restricted to 
those issues specifically identified in 
this notice and any issues arising after 
publication of this notice that require 
emergency action under section 305 (c) 
of the MSFCMA, provided the public 
has been notified of the Council’s intent 
to take final action to address the 
emergency. 

The listening stations are physically 
accessible to people with disabilities. 
Requests for sign language 
interpretation or other auxiliary aids 
should be directed to Anne Alford at the 

Council (see ADDRESSES) by April 21, 
2003.

Dated: April 9, 2003. 
Richard W. Surdi, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03–9061 Filed 4–11–03; 8:45 am] 
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ACTION: Notification of a proposal for an 
EFP to conduct experimental fishing; 
request for comments.

SUMMARY: The Administrator, Northeast 
Region, NMFS (Regional Administrator) 
has made a preliminary determination 
that an EFP application submitted by 
the Mount Desert Oceanarium (MDO) of 
Southwest Harbor, ME, contains all of 
the required information and warrants 
further consideration. The EFP would 
allow one fishing vessel to fish for, 
retain, and land small numbers of 
regulated multispecies, monkfish, spiny 
dogfish, and several unmanaged species 
for the purpose of public display. NMFS 
has made a preliminary determination 
that the activities authorized under this 
EFP would be consistent with the goals 
and objectives of the Fishery 
Management Plans (FMPs) for the 
managed species. However, further 
review and consultation may be 
necessary before a final determination is 
made to issue the EFP. Regulations 
under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act 
require publication of this notification 
to provide interested parties the 
opportunity to comment on applications 
for proposed EFPs.
DATES: Comments on this notification 
must be received at the appropriate 
address or fax number (see ADDRESSES) 
on or before April 29, 2003.
ADDRESSES: Comments should be sent to 
Patricia Kurkul, Regional Administrator, 
Northeast Regional Office, NMFS, One 
Blackburn Drive, Gloucester, MA 01930. 
Mark on the outside of the envelope 
‘‘Comments on MDO Exempted Fishing 
Permit Application.’’

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul 
H. Jones, Fishery Policy Analyst, 978–
281–9273, fax 978–281–9135, e-mail 
Paul.H.Jones@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The MDO 
of Southwest Harbor, ME, submitted an 
application for an EFP on February 14, 
2003, to collect several species of fish 
for public display. The target species 
would include winter flounder 
(blackbacks), witch flounder (dabs), 
yellowtail flounder, American plaice 
(grey sole), Atlantic halibut, monkfish, 
eel pouts, sculpins, sea ravens, Atlantic 
cod, wolfish, spiny dogfish, little skate, 
barndoor skate, and various species of 
the Phyla Arthropoda (not including 
lobsters) and Echinodermata.

A single chartered vessel would use a 
shrimp trawl with 2–inch (5.08–cm) 
mesh to collect marine fish with 
approximately 2–tows per day over a 2–
day period from May 12, 2003, through 
May 20, 2003, and over a 2–day period 
from June 23, 2003, through June 30, 
2003. Tow lengths would be between 10 
minutes to 1 hour. The specimens 
would be cared for in chilled and 
aerated seawater while on board the 
fishing vessel and would be transferred 
live to tanks the day they are caught. 
The fish would be brought to shore, 
maintained in tanks for public display 
for a period of time not to exceed 5 
months, and would be returned to the 
sea in October 2003.

Collection would be made using a 2–
inch (5.08–cm) mesh shrimp net within 
the Small Mesh Northern Shrimp 
Fishery Exemption Area (Area) off 
Maine. Since the shrimp fishery would 
be closed at the time of collection, an 
exemption from the Northeast 
multispecies minimum mesh regulation 
of 6–inch (15.24–cm) diamond/6.5–inch 
(16.51–cm) square mesh at 50 CFR 
648.80(a)(2) for vessels operating in the 
Area would be required. If the target 
species cannot be found in the Area, an 
exemption from the Northeast 
multispecies minimum mesh regulation 
of 6–inch (15.24–cm) diamond/6.5–inch 
(16.51–cm) square mesh at 50 CFR 
648.80(a)(2) would be required to allow 
collection farther east and southeast in 
portions of the Gulf of Maine/Georges 
Bank Regulated Mesh Area. 

In addition, the applicant has 
requested exemptions from monkfish 
and multispecies days-at-sea 
requirements at 50 CFR 648.92 and 
648.82. The target species would 
include winter flounder (blackbacks), 
witch flounder (dabs), yellowtail 
flounder, American plaice (grey sole), 
Atlantic halibut, monkfish, eel pouts, 
sculpins, sea ravens, Atlantic cod, 
wolfish, spiny dogfish, little skate,
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