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traditional uses of resources in your
region.

3. Please describe your (the
applicant’s/nominee’s) knowledge of
recreational, guiding, commercial, and
other uses of fish and wildlife resources
in the region.

4. Do you (Does the applicant/
nominee) participate in meetings on fish
and wildlife resource issues (i.e. Fish
and Game Advisory Committees,
Regional Advisory Councils, Marine
Mammal Commissions, Caribou
Working Groups, Subsistence Resource
Commissions, Coastal Resource Service
Areas, Waterfowl Conservation
Committees)? If so, please describe the
involvement.

5. Have you (Has the applicant/
nominee) served in an official capacity
on councils, boards, committees, or
associations in the past few years?
Please mention the role you (he/she)
served while working with these groups
(i.e. Chair, Vice Chair, member).

6. The Regional Council member
represents users throughout the region.
How would you (the applicant/
nominee) find out about fish and
wildlife concerns people have and get
information back to those people?

7. Please describe your (the
applicant’s/nominee’s) ability to
communicate effectively with others.

8. Do you (Does the applicant/
nominee) use Federal public lands for
hunting, trapping, fishing, guiding,
transporting, commercial fishing,
gathering, or sharing of traditional
knowledge or other use of fish or
wildlife resources?

9. Describe your (the applicant’s/
nominee’s) affiliation with the user
group that you (he/she) will represent.
Are there formal endorsements from this
group? If so, please describe them.

Questions for the Applicant/Nominee
only:

What are some fish and wildlife
issues you would like to see addressed
through the Regional Advisory Council
over the next three years?

Why do you want to serve on the
Regional Advisory Council?

Regional Council members serve as
volunteers but are reimbursed for travel
costs such as lodging, food,
transportation, and other related
expenses. There is no compensation for
lost wages or job activities missed as a
result of doing Regional Advisory
Council business.

Are you willing to serve as a
volunteer in this way? Yes
No

Can you be available to travel to
meetings lasting 2—4 days within the
region at least twice a year? Yes
No

We invite comments concerning this
proposed information collection on:

(1) Whether the collection of
information is necessary for the proper
selection of Regional Council members,
including whether the information will
have practical utility; (2) the accuracy of
our estimate of the burden of the
collection of information; (3) ways to
enhance the quality, utility, and clarity
of the information to be collected; and,
(4) ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on
respondents. The information
collections in this program are part of a
system of record covered by the Privacy
Act (5 U.S.C. 552(a)).

Dated: October 23, 2002.
Anissa Craghead,

Information Collection Officer, Fish and
Wildlife Service.

[FR Doc. 02—27429 Filed 10—-28-02; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4310-55-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Fish and Wildlife Service

Proposed Habitat Conservation Plan
for the Northern Spotted Owl, Napa
County, CA

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: The Fish and Wildlife Service
(Service) has received an application for
an incidental take permit from Terra
Springs, LLC (the “applicant”) for the
northern spotted owl (Strix occidentalis
caurina) pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B)
of the Endangered Species Act of 1973,
as amended (Act). The applicant
addresses the potential for “take” of the
threatened northern spotted owl
associated with timber harvest and
conversion of timberlands to vineyards
within a 76 acre area in Napa County
(the “covered lands”’). These activities
(the “covered activities”) are those
associated with conversion of 22 acres
of forest lands to vineyard and with any
subsequent removal of commercial
conifer trees from the remainder of the
covered lands. A conservation program
to minimize and mitigate for the
covered activities would be
implemented as described in the Terra
Springs Low Effect Habitat Conservation
Plan (Plan), which would be
implemented by the applicant, and
which includes management in
perpetuity of 41 acres of the parcel as
nesting/roosting quality habitat for the
northern spotted owl.

We request comments on the permit
application, the Plan, and on the

preliminary determination that the Plan
qualifies as a “Low-effect”” Habitat
Conservation Plan, eligible for a
categorical exclusion under the National
Environmental Policy Act. The basis for
this determination is discussed in the
Environmental Action Statement (EAS),
which is also available for public
review.

DATES: Written comments should be
received on or before November 29,
2002.

ADDRESSES: Comments should be
addressed to the Project Leader, Fish
and Wildlife Service, Arcata Fish and
Wildlife Office, 1655 Heindon Road,
Arcata, California 95521. Written
comments may be sent by facsimile to
(707) 822-8411.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Amedee Brickey, Team Leader, Habitat
Conservation Planning Team, at the
Arcata Fish and Wildlife Office;
telephone: (707) 822—-7201.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Availability of Documents

Individuals wishing copies of the
application, Plan, and EAS should
contact the Service by telephone at (707)
822-7201 or by letter to the Arcata Fish
and Wildlife Office. Copies of these
documents also are available for public
inspection during regular business
hours at the Arcata Fish and Wildlife
Office.

Background Information

Section 9 of the Act and Federal
regulation prohibit the ““take”” of animal
species listed as endangered or
threatened. Take is defined under the
Act as harass, harm, pursue, hunt,
shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture or
collect listed animal species, or attempt
to engage in such conduct (16 U.S.C.
1538). However, under limited
circumstances, the Service may issue
permits to authorize “incidental take” of
listed animal species. “Incidental take”
is defined by the Act as take that is
incidental to, and not the purpose of,
carrying out of an otherwise lawful
activity. Regulations governing permits
for threatened species and endangered
species, respectively, are at 50 CFR
17.32 and 50 CFR 17.22.

The applicant is seeking a permit for
take of the threatened northern spotted
owl (Strix occidentalis caurina) during
the life of the permit. The duration of
the permit is 30 years.

The Terra Springs LLC site, the
covered lands, comprises two adjacent
parcels, totaling 76 acres, and is located
about 4 miles west of the city of Saint
Helena, on the western edge of the Napa
Valley between 1,800 and 2,000 feet
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above sea level. The site is located
within a fragmented landscape of
conifer, hardwood, and mixed conifer-
hardwood forests; agricultural lands
including vineyards, orchards, and
grazing lands; and scattered wineries,
residences, and bed and breakfast
facilities. The Terra Springs LLC
property currently includes an existing
vineyard, orchard, and winery, in
addition to approximately 65 acres of
forest lands dominated by Douglas-fir
trees.

The proposed Terra Springs LLC
project includes a Timberland
Conversion and Timber Harvest Plan
prepared under California Forest
Practices Rules. The project would
convert 22 acres of forest to vineyard
and would also include removal of
commercial conifer trees from the
remaining acres of forest, consistent
with providing 41 acres of nesting/
roosting-quality habitat for northern
spotted owls.

Northern spotted owls have large
home ranges and inhabit lands
containing older forest types, or the
ecological equivalent, to meet their
biological needs. The minimum size of
the home range for northern spotted
owls that meets their biological needs
varies from province to province.
Within the Klamath and Coast Provinces
of California (which include the
proposed Plan area), a 1.3 mile radius
area around a nest site or activity center
is considered representative of the home
range for the species for management
purposes. The Terra Springs LLC site is
within the home range of one northern
spotted owl activity center, site number
NSO NP033. This activity center is
located approximately 1.1 miles from
the Terra Springs site. Thus, forest
within the Plan area is considered
habitat for the owls associated with the
activity center.

The applicant proposes to avoid,
minimize, and mitigate the effects of the
project on the northern spotted owl by
implementing the Plan. Under the Plan
the applicant proposes to manage 41
acres of the 76 acres property as
forested, nesting/roosting habitat for the
northern spotted owl. The applicant
will also place a deed restriction on the
parcel requiring management of these 41
acres as northern spotted owl habitat, in
perpetuity. Currently 30 acres of the 41
acres are nesting/roosting habitat
quality. The remaining 11 acres,
currently of foraging habitat quality,
will be managed to develop into the
higher quality nesting/roosting habitat.
In addition to mitigation, the Plan also
includes measures to minimize take of
the northern spotted owl.

No critical habitat for any listed
species occurs on the project site.

The Proposed Action consists of the
issuance of an incidental take permit
and implementation of the Plan, which
includes measures to avoid, minimize
and mitigate impacts of the project on
the northern spotted owl. Three other
alternatives are considered in the Plan.
Under the No Action Alternative, no
permit would be issued. Under the Off-
site Mitigation Alternative, roosting and
foraging habitat would be purchased
and used to replace habitat affected by
the proposed activities. Under the
Higher Intensive Use Alternative, more
intensive land uses than are currently in
place or proposed in the Plan would be
sought.

The Service has made a preliminary
determination that the Plan qualifies as
a “low-effect” plan as defined by its
Habitat Conservation Planning
Handbook (November 1996).
Determination of low-effect Habitat
Conservation Plans is based on the
following three criteria: (1)
Implementation of the Plan would result
in minor or negligible effects on
federally listed, proposed, and
candidate species and their habitats; (2)
implementation of the Plan would result
in minor or negligible effects on other
environmental values or resources; and
(3) impacts of the Plan, considered
together with the impacts of other past,
present and reasonably foreseeable
similarly situated projects would not
result, over time, in cumulative effects
to environmental values or resources
which would be considered significant.

Therefore, the Service has
preliminarily determined that approval
of the Plan qualifies as a categorical
exclusion under the National
Environmental Policy Act, as provided
by the Department of the Interior
Manual (516 DM 2, appendix 1 and 516
DM 6, appendix 1). Based upon this
preliminary determination, we do not
intend to prepare further National
Environmental Policy Act
documentation. We will consider public
comments in making our final
determination on whether to prepare
such additional documentation.

The Service provides this notice
pursuant to section 10(c) of the Act. All
comments received, including names
and addresses, will become part of the
administrative record and may be made
available to the public. We will evaluate
the permit application, the Plan, and
comments submitted thereon to
determine whether the application
meets the requirements of section 10(a)
of the Act. If the requirements are met,
we will issue a permit to Terra Springs,
LLC for the incidental take of the

northern spotted owl from conversion of
22 acres of forest lands to vineyard and
any subsequent removal of commercial
conifer trees from the remainder of the
covered lands. We will make the final
permit decision no sooner than 30 days
from the date of this notice.

Dated: October 22, 2002.
Miel R. Corbett,
Acting Deputy Manager, Region 1, California/
Nevada Operations Office, Sacramento,
California.

[FR Doc. 02—27424 Filed 10-28-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-55-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management

[AK-023-02-1410-HY-011L—241A; F—
14836-EE]

Public Easement Closure; Prohibition
of All Activities

AGENCY: Northern Field Office, Bureau
of Land Management, Fairbanks, Alaska.

ACTION: Notice to the public of a
temporary closure of a public easement
[17(b) of the Alaska Native Claims
Settlement Act, 43 U.S.C. Sec. 1616(b)]
administered by the Northern Field
Office, Bureau of Land Management,
Alaska.

SUMMARY: This notice closes a 17(b)
easement identified as Easement
Identification Number 1 C5, E. The
easement is located east of Barrow,
Alaska, from Niksiirak to Plover Point.
This closure notice is necessary to
protect humans from an unprecedented
number of polar bears in the area. The
welfare of the polar bear population
around Barrow, Alaska also necessitates
this closure action.

Discussion of this closure has taken
place between BLM, the North Slope
Borough, Ukpeagvik Inupiat
Corporation, and the Native Village of
Barrow Inupiat Traditional Government.

DATES: This closure is effective
September 23, 2002, and will be in
effect until May 1, 2003, unless revoked
earlier by the Authorized Officer.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: Additional
information concerning the closure may
be obtained from Craig McCaa, Public
Affairs, BLM Northern Field Office,
1150 University Avenue, Fairbanks,
Alaska 99709-3844. Mr. McCaa may be
reached at (907) 474-2231 or at 1-800—
437-7021, x2231, or at
Craig_McCaa@ak.blm.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
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