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comments or expressions of preferences
in this regard.

IV. Consultation

The Core Set of Data Elements for
Reporting Water Quality Results was
developed through a collaborative effort
with representatives from the following
local, State, and Federal agencies and
the water industry, which are members
of the Council:

• East Bay Municipal Utility District
(California)

• Hampton Roads Sanitation District
(Virginia)

• Orange County Water District
(California)

• Merck, Inc.
• National Water Research Institute
• George Washington University
• Association of Public Health

Laboratories
• Delaware River Basin Commission
• Florida Department of Environment

Protection
• Virginia Department of

Environmental Quality
• New Jersey State Geological Survey
• New York Department of Health
• Washington State Department of

Ecology
• Arizona Department of

Environmental Quality
• National Institute of Standards and

Technology
• US Geological Survey
• US Environmental Protection

Agency
The Council also held a National

Water Quality Monitoring Conference in
Austin, Texas, in April 2000, at which
it sponsored a workshop attended by a
wide range of representatives from local,
state, and federal agencies and the
private sector concerning the content,
focus, need and future use of a core set
of water quality data elements. The
workshop participants overwhelmingly
supported this effort.

V. Public Meetings

Public hearings will be held to take
public comment on the core set of Data
Elements for Reporting Water Quality
Results at the following locations, dates
and times:

Chicago, IL—March 23, 2001 from 10
a.m. until 3 p.m., in the Morrison Room
at the General Services Administration
Conference Center, 3rd Floor, Room
331, Metcalf Building, 77 West Jackson
Boulevard, Chicago, IL.

San Francisco Bay Area, CA—March
27, 2001, from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m., in
Room 3240A at the U.S. Geological
Survey offices at 345 Middlefield Road,
Menlo Park, CA.

Denver, CO—March 28, 2001, from 9
a.m. until 12:30 p.m. in the Sabine-

Cleere Room, first floor of Building A,
of the Colorado Department of Public
Health and Environment, 4300 Cherry
Creek Drive, South, Denver, CO.

Washington, DC—April 4, 2001, from
10 a.m. until 3 p.m. in the Sydney Yates
Auditorium, floor 1, of the U.S.
Department of the Interior, 1849 C
Street, NW., Washington, DC.

The suggested audiences for this
proposal include program managers
responsible for developing and using
water quality data, researchers, data
analysts, and database managers in the
public and private sectors, and the
general public with interests in
development and use of water quality
data.

VI. Electronic Access and Filing of
Comments

You may view and download the draft
recommendations for the core set of
Data Elements for Reporting Water
Quality Results on the USGS Water
Information Coordination Program’s
Internet site at: http://wi.water.usgs.gov/
pmethods/elements/elements.html

The Question and Answer section of
the web site provides additional
information. If you require a paper copy
to be sent to you, you must contact the
EPA Safe Drinking Water Hotline at
(800) 428–4791 and request that it be
sent to you. You may submit comments
by electronic mail (e-mail) to ow-
docket@epa.gov. Submit comments as
an ASCII or WordPerfect file avoiding
the use of special characters and any
form of encryption. Comments may also
be mailed to: Water Docket, Docket No.
W–01–02, MC 4101, U.S. EPA, 1200
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW.,
Washington, DC 20460. Comments
being hand-delivered should be
addressed to: Water Docket, Docket No.
W–01–02, MC 4101, Room BE 57, U.S.
EPA, 401 M Street, SW., Washington,
DC 20460. Identify all comments and
data in electronic or written form by
docket Number W–01–02. Electronic
and written comments must be received
by the docket by April 30, 2001, for
consideration in formulating a final core
set of Data Elements for Reporting Water
Quality Results.

Documents relevant to this proposal
are available for inspection from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Eastern Time, Monday through
Friday, excluding legal holidays at the
Water Docket, East Tower, Room EB 57,
U.S. EPA, 401 M Street, SW.,
Washington, DC. For access to docket
(Docket No. W–01–02) materials, please
call (202) 260–3027 between 9:00 a.m.
and 3:30 p.m. Eastern Time, Monday
through Friday to schedule an
appointment. A reasonable fee may be
charged for copying.

VII. For Further Information
For additional information concerning

today’s proposal, you may contact:
Charles Job, Drinking Water Protection
Division, Office of Ground Water and
Drinking Water (MC–4606), U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, 1200
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW., Washington
DC 20460, or Charles Peters, U.S.
Geological Survey, 8505 Research Way,
Middleton, WI 53562.
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Monitoring Water Quality. 1995a.
Strategy for Improving Water-Quality
Monitoring in the United States, Final
Report of the Intergovernmental Task
Force on Monitoring Water Quality.

Intergovernmental Task Force on
Monitoring Water Quality. 1995b.
Strategy for Improving Water-Quality
Monitoring in the United States, Final
Report of the Intergovernmental Task
Force on Monitoring Water Quality;
Technical Appendices.

Dated: March 9, 2001.
Robert M. Hirsch,
Associate Director for Water.
[FR Doc. 01–6508 Filed 3–15–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310–Y7–M

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Indian Affairs

Distribution of Fiscal Year 2001
Contract Support Funds

AGENCY: Bureau of Indian Affairs,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of method of distribution
and use of Fiscal Year 2001 Contract
Support Funds.

SUMMARY: The purpose of this
announcement is to provide instructions
to Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) in
carrying out their responsibilities when
distributing Contract Support Funds
(CSF) for contracts awarded under
Public Law 93–638, as amended. The
instructions are not regulations to
establish program requirements.
DATES: The CSF Needs Report for
ongoing/existing contracts and annual
funding agreements are due on July 15,
2001. The CSF Needs Reports for new
and expanded contracts and annual
funding agreements are due periodically
throughout the year as the need arises.
All new and expanded contracts and
annual funding agreements starting
between October 11, 2000 and January
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1, 2001, shall be considered to have a
January 1, 2001, start date.
ADDRESSES: Submit the CSF Needs
Report to Jim Thomas, Chief, Division of
Self-Determination Services, Bureau of
Indian Affairs, 1849 C Street, NW., MS–
4660–MIB, Washington, DC 20240.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Jim
Thomas, (202) 208–5727.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: A total of
$130,485,000 is available for contract
support requirements (excluding
construction requirements) during FY
2001. Congressional language authorizes
the use of $125,485,000 in FY 2001 to
pay costs of ongoing/existing self-
determination and self-governance
awards for programs under contract/
compact prior to FY 2001 and
$5,000,000 for the Indian Self-
Determination Fund (ISD) to be utilized
for new and expanded contracts/
compacts. Each BIA Regional Office and
the Office of Self-Governance
(hereinafter office) has the responsibility
for tribes located within their respective
jurisdiction to work with the tribes in
identifying new and expanded contracts
and annual funding agreements and
reporting this information to the
Division of Self-Determination Services
as specified in this announcement. CSF
shall be added to awards made under
section 102 and title IV of the Indian
Self-Determination and Education
Assistance Act, as amended. Awards
made under the authority of section 103
(Grants to Tribal Organizations or
Tribes) of the Act shall not receive CSF.

Basis for Payment of CSF
The BIA may only pay indirect costs

attributable to program funds included
in the BlA’s appropriation. Awards by
the BIA with funds originating from
other agencies which have been
transferred to the BIA for award under
Public Law 93–638 are not eligible for
BIA CSF. Contract support/indirect
costs requirements for these awards
must be met from within the amounts
transferred. (One example would
include funds transferred to the BIA
from the Department of Transportation
for roads construction.) BIA will utilize
tribal indirect cost rates to determine
the amount of CSF to be paid to
contracting tribes and tribal
organizations and self-governance tribes
and tribal consortia. In determining
legitimate indirect cost requirements,
each office shall fund only those
contracting or compacting tribal
organizations that have an approved
indirect cost rate or indirect cost
proposal currently under consideration
by the Office of Inspector General. In
those instances where a tribe or tribal

organization has more than one
approved rate or a current proposal
under consideration by the Office of the
Inspector General, the office should use
the most current rate or pending
proposal in determining the amount to
award. For tribes unable to negotiate an
indirect cost rate because of
circumstances beyond their control (i.e.,
which do not have the administrative
capability to negotiate a rate), awarding
officials may negotiate reasonable lump
sum amounts with these tribes.

Indirect Cost Computation
The following steps must be followed

by BIA personnel when computing
contract support annual funding
requirements:

(1) Determine total current year
program funds;

(2) Subtract exclusions (See indirect
cost agreements). Examples of
exclusions include capital expenditures
and pass through funds (those programs
requiring minimal administrative effort).
Exclude other agency appropriations
awarded by the BIA (i.e., Roads
Construction funds transferred from the
Department of Transportation);

(3) Direct cost base (results of steps 1
and 2);

(4) Multiply indirect cost rate against
base determined in step 3;

(5) Results of step 4 equals indirect
cost amount at 100 percent;

(6) Multiply current year contract
support fund funding percentage against
step 5; and

(7) The result of step 6—The amount
of current year contract support funds to
be added to contracts.

Ongoing/Existing Contracts/Annual
Funding Agreements—Method of
Distribution

Each office will submit a CSF Needs
Report to the Central Office for ongoing
contracts and annual funding
agreements by July 15, 2001. CSF for
Public Law 102–477, contracts and
grants awarded under the authority of
Public Law 93–638, shall be calculated
at the Regional Offices and reported
separately when submitting the July 15,
2001, Report. A final distribution of
contract support will be made on or
about July 31, 2001. CSF will be
provided to each office from the
remaining based on these reports. If the
need reports indicate that $125,485,000
will be insufficient to cover the entire
need, the amount available shall be
distributed pro rata, so that all
contractors and compactors receive the
same percentage share of their reported
need.

Should the amount of CSF provided
for these contracts and annual funding

agreements prove insufficient,
contracting tribes may use program
funds to make up deficiencies necessary
to administer their contracts. This tribal
reprogramming authority is limited to
funds from their Tribal Priority
Allocation (TPA), or annual funding
agreement. Congressional
appropriations prohibits the BIA from
reprogramming funds from other Bureau
programs to meet any CSF shortfalls.

For other non-TPA programs, tribes
may recover full indirect costs from
within the overall program funds
awarded.

Each office in FY 2001 was provided
85 percent of the total CSF amount
which was allotted in FY 2000. From
this amount each office should award 75
percent of required contract support to
each contract/annual funding agreement
to meet the criteria established below.

All contractors and self-governance
tribes/consortia with either an approved
indirect cost rate, current indirect cost
proposal, or FY 2001 approved lump
sum amount shall receive 75 percent of
the reported need to be paid with the
first allotment of CSF in FY 2001. After
the second allotment of CSF is made
(approximately July 31, 2001) all
contractors and self-governance tribes/
consortia shall receive a pro rata share
of CSF.

An ongoing/existing contract or
annual funding agreement is defined as
a BIA program operated by the tribal
contractor or compactor on an ongoing
basis which has been entered into prior
to the current fiscal year. An increase or
decrease in the level of funding from
year-to-year for such contracts or annual
funding agreements would not affect the
designation of such contracts or annual
funding agreements as being ongoing.
The assumption of additional BIA
program responsibilities would be
required to trigger a change in
designation.

Indian Self-Determination Fund—New
and Expanded Contracts/Compacts and
Start-Up Costs

Each office shall submit CSF Need
Reports to the Central Office, Office of
Tribal Services, for new and expanded
contracts and annual funding
agreements periodically throughout the
year as new contracts or annual funding
agreements are awarded or existing
contracts or annual funding agreements
are expanded. Funds will be provided to
the offices as these reports are received
and will be taken from the $5,000,000
appropriated. These funds will be
distributed on a first-come, first-served
basis at 100 percent of the need
reported.
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In the event the $5,000,000 is
insufficient to meet the reported need,
new or expanded contracts or annual
funding agreements awarded after this
fund has been exhausted will not be
provided CSF during this fiscal year.
Requests received after this fund has
been exhausted will be considered first
for funding in the following year, if such
funds are appropriated.

The Indian Self-Determination Act
(Public Law 93–638) defines the term
Start-Up Cost (Section 106(a)(5)) as
follows:

Subject to paragraph (6) of section
106, during the initial year of a self-
determination contract, the amount
required to be paid under paragraph (2)
shall include startup costs which are
reasonable and are incurred on a one-
time only basis and are considered
necessary to:

(1) Plan, prepare for, and assume
operation of the program, function,
service, or activity that is the subject of
the contract; and

(2) Ensure compliance with the terms
of the contract and prudent
management.

For specific guidance, including
examples of start-up costs, see the BIA
website under Tribal Services/Self-
Determination Services.

Priority of Funding for New and
Expanded Contracts/Annual Funding
Agreements

Contract support will be awarded
from the ISD fund to all new and
expanded contracts/annual funding
agreements based on the start date of the
award, and the application date, on a
first-come, first-served basis. An Indian
Self-Determination fund ‘‘applicant
roster’’ shall be maintained, which lists,
in order of priority, the name of the tribe
or tribal organization, the title of the
program, the start date, the application
date, the amount of program funds, the
program cost code(s), the amount of
contract support funds required, and the
date of approved indirect cost rate
agreement or lump sum agreement.

Start date means the date or
commencement of operation of the new
or expanded portion of the contract or
annual funding agreement by a tribe,
consortium, or tribal organization.
However, because the Self-
Determination Act provides that
contracts/annual funding agreements
will be on a calendar year basis unless
otherwise provided by the tribe, any
start date on or prior to January 1 of
each year shall be considered a January
1 start date.

The application date shall be the date
of the request by the tribe which
includes:

(1) A tribal resolution requesting a
contract or annual funding agreement;

(2) A summary of the program or
portion thereof to be operated by the
tribe/consortium or tribal organization;
and

(3) A summary identifying the source
and amount of program or services
funds to be contracted or included in an
annual funding agreement and contract
support requirements. In the event that
two tribes or tribal organizations have
the same start date and application date,
then the next date for determination of
priority shall be the date the fully
complete application was received by
the BIA.

If all of the above are equal, and if
funds remaining in the ISD fund are not
adequate to fill the entire amount of
each award’s contract support
requirement, then each will be awarded
a proportionate share of its requirement
and shall remain on the Indian Self-
Determination fund roster in
appropriate order of priority for future
distributions on a first-come, first-
served basis, as such funds are
appropriated.

A new contract or annual funding
agreement is defined as the initial
transfer of a program, previously
operated by the BIA to the tribe/
consortium or tribal organization.

An expanded contract or annual
funding agreement is defined as a
contract or annual funding agreement
which has become enlarged during the
current fiscal year through the
assumption of additional programs
previously operated by the BIA.

Criteria for Determining CSF Need for
Ongoing/Existing Contracts/Annual
Funding Agreements

CSF for ongoing and existing
contracts and annual funding
agreements will be determined using the
following criteria:

(1) All TPA contracted programs or
those programs included in annual
funding agreements in FY 2000 and
continued in FY 2001, including
contracted or annual funding agreement
programs moved to TPA in FY 2001.

(2) Direct program funding increases
due to inflation adjustments and general
budget increases.

(3) TPA programs started or expanded
in FY 2001 that are a result of a change
in priorities from other already
contracted/annual funding agreement
programs.

(4) CSF differentials associated with
tribally-operated schools that receive
indirect costs through the application of
an administrative cost grant formula.
These differentials are to be calculated
in accordance with the criteria

prescribed in the Choctaw decision
dated September 18, 1992, issued by the
Contracting Officer, Eastern Regional
Office. Copies of this decision can be
obtained by calling the telephone
number provided in this announcement.

(5) CSF will be distributed to the
Office of Self-Governance for ongoing
annual funding agreements, on the same
basis as regional offices.

(6) Funds available for Indian Child
Welfare Act (ICWA) programs or
reprogrammed from ICWA to other
programs will be considered ongoing for
the purposes of payment of contract
support costs.

(7) The use of CSF to pay prior year
shortfalls is not authorized.

(8) Programs funded from sources
other than those listed above which
were awarded in FY 2000 and are to be
awarded in FY 2001 shall be considered
as ongoing programs.

Dated: March 12, 2001.
James H. McDivitt,
Deputy Assistant Secretary—Indian Affairs
(Management).
[FR Doc. 01–6561 Filed 3–15–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310–02–P

INTERNATIONAL TRADE
COMMISSION

[USITC SE–01–010]

Sunshine Act Meeting

AGENCY HOLDING THE MEETING: United
States International Trade Commission.
TIME AND DATE: March 21, 2001 at 11
a.m.
PLACE: Room 101, 500 E Street SW.,
Washington, DC 20436, Telephone:
(202) 205–2000.
STATUS: Open to the public.
MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED:

1. Agenda for future meeting: none.
2. Minutes.
3. Ratification List.
4. Inv. Nos. 731–TA–868–869 (Final)

(Steel Wire Rope from China and
India)—briefing and vote. (The
Commission is currently scheduled to
transmit its determination and
Commissioners’ opinions to the
Secretary of Commerce on March 30,
2001.)

5. Inv. No. TA–204–4 (Wheat Gluten:
Extension of Action)—briefing and vote.
(The Commission is currently scheduled
to transmit Commissioners’ opinions to
the President on April 2, 2001.)

6. Outstanding action jackets: none.
In accordance with Commission

policy, subject matter listed above, not
disposed of at the scheduled meeting,
may be carried over to the agenda of the
following meeting.
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