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Management Plan (FMP), which deals
with new surfclam overfishing
definition, fishing gear impacts on
essential fish habitat (EFH), multi-year
quotas, reversal of the requirement of
regulatory action to suspend the
surfclam size limit, development of a
vessel monitoring system; address
preparation of an EIS, or SEIS, to assess
potential effects on the human
environment owing to initiation of
Amendment 13 to the Summer
Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Bass
FMP, which deals with future
commercial fishery management
measures for black sea bass, and fishing
gear impacts on EFH; the Executive
Committee will review outcomes from
the February Coordinating Council
meeting, and review outcomes from
NMFS meeting on National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
requirements/responsibilities (potential
EFH and EIS impacts); the Law
Enforcement Committee will address
means to better integrate and
synchronize timing of law enforcement
comments regarding proposed
management actions and enforceability;
the Council will hear organizational and
committee reports including the New
England Council’s report where the
Council may address possible actions on
herring, groundfish, monkfish, red crab,
scallops, skates, and whiting. Council
may also address possible actions from
the South Atlantic Council meeting on
dolphin/wahoo; may discuss whiting
management and possible impacts on
the Mid-Atlantic Council fisheries; and
may address and recommend a position
regarding joint venture processing
allocation for mackerel.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before the Council for discussion, these
issues may not be the subject of formal
Council action during this meeting.
Council action will be restricted to those
issues specifically listed in this notice
and any issues arising after publication
of this notice that require emergency
action under section 305(c) of the
Magnuson-Stevens Act, provided the
public has been notified of the Council’s
intent to take final actions to address
such emergencies.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to
Joanna Davis at the Council (see
ADDRESSES) at least 5 days prior to the
meeting date.

Dated: March 1, 2001.
Bruce C. Morehead,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 01–5438 Filed 3–5–01; 8:45 am]
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AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Notice of committee meetings.

SUMMARY: Two committees of the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council
(Council) will meet in Anchorage, AK.
DATES: The meeting will be held on
March 20-23, 2001.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Hilton Hotel, 500 W. Third Avenue,
Anchorage, AK.

Council address: North Pacific
Fishery Management Council, 605 W.
4th Ave., Suite 306, Anchorage, AK
99501–2252.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Council Staff, North Pacific Fishery
Management Council; 907–271–2809.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Council’s Gulf of Alaska Rationalization
Committee will meet beginning at 8 a.m.
on Tuesday, March 20, and continue on
Wednesday, March 21, until their
agenda is completed. The Committee
will continue discussions on the aspects
of rationalizing the groundfish fisheries
in the Gulf of Alaska, focusing on the
following points:

1. Determine whether rationalization
in the Gulf of Alaska is needed;

2. If so, for what species and/or areas;
3. Determine the need for analyses of

the economic impacts of:
a. individual fishing quotas;
b. processor quotas;
c. cooperatives; and/or
d. community quotas.
The Council’s Bering Sea/Aleutian

Islands Crab Rationalization Committee
will also meet at the hotel, beginning at
10 a.m. on Thursday, March 22,
continuing through Friday, March 23.
The Committee will continue their task
of developing alternatives, elements,
and options for rationalization of the
Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands crab
fisheries. Committee recommendations
will be considered by the Council when

tasking staff with an analysis for future
crab management programs.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Action will
be restricted to those issues specifically
identified in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act, provided the public has been
notified of the Council’s intent to take
final action to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations
These meetings are physically

accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to Helen Allen, 907-
271-2809, at least 5 working days prior
to the meeting date.

Dated: March 1, 2001.
Bruce C. Morehead,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 01–5437 Filed 3–5–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

COMMITTEE FOR THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF TEXTILE
AGREEMENTS

Procedures in Considering Requests
Under the Textile and Apparel ‘‘Short
Supply’’ Provisions of The African
Growth and Opportunity Act and The
United States-Caribbean Basin Trade
Partnership Act

March 2, 2001.
AGENCY: Committee for the
Implementation of Textile Agreements.
ACTION: Notice of Procedures.

SUMMARY: This notice sets forth the
procedures the Committee for the
Implementation of Textile Agreements
(the Committee) will follow in
implementing certain provisions of the
Trade and Development Act of 2000 (the
Act). Title I of the Act (the African
Growth and Opportunity Act or the
AGOA) and Title II of the Act (the
United States-Caribbean Basin Trade
Partnership Act or the CBTPA) provide
for quota- and duty-free treatment for
qualifying textile and apparel products
from designated beneficiary countries.
Such treatment is generally limited to
products manufactured from yarns or
fabrics formed in the United States or a
beneficiary country. However, the
AGOA and the CBTPA authorize quota-
and duty-free treatment for apparel
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articles that are both cut (or knit-to-
shape) and sewn or otherwise
assembled in one or more beneficiary
countries from fabric or yarn that is not
formed in the United States or a
beneficiary country, provided the
President has determined that such
yarns or fabric cannot be supplied by
the domestic industry in commercial
quantities in a timely manner and has
proclaimed such treatment. The
President has delegated to the
Committee the authority to determine
whether yarns or fabrics cannot be
supplied by the domestic industry in
commercial quantities in a timely
manner under the AGOA and the
CBTPA and has ordered the Committee
to establish procedures to ensure
appropriate public participation in any
such determination. The Committee
hereby notifies interested parties of the
procedures it will follow in considering
requests.
EFFECTIVE DATE: March 6, 2001.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Philip J. Martello, Office of Textiles and
Apparel, U.S. Department of Commerce,
(202) 482–3400.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Authority: Section 112(b)(5)(B) of the Act
and Section 211 of the Act, amending Section
213(b)(2)(A)(v)(II) of the Caribbean Basin
Economic Recovery Act; Sections 1 and 6 of
Executive Order No. 13191 of January 17,
2001.

Background

The AGOA and the CBTPA provide
for quota- and duty-free treatment for
qualifying textile and apparel products.
Such treatment is generally limited to
products manufactured from yarns or
fabrics formed in the United States or a
beneficiary country. In addition, the
AGOA provides for preferential
treatment for apparel articles wholly
assembled in one or more lesser
developed beneficiary sub-Saharan
African countries regardless of the
country of origin of the fabric used to
make such articles. Both the AGOA and
the CBTPA provide for quota- and duty-
free treatment for apparel articles that
are both cut (or knit-to-shape) and sewn
or otherwise assembled in one or more
beneficiary countries, from fabric or
yarn that is not formed in the United
States or a beneficiary country, to the
extent that apparel articles of such
fabrics or yarns would be eligible for
preferential treatment, without regard to
the source of the fabric or yarn, under
the rules of origin for the North
American Free Trade Agreement.

In addition, the AGOA and the
CBTPA authorize quota- and duty-free
treatment for apparel products

assembled in a beneficiary country from
yarn or fabric that cannot be supplied by
the U.S. industry in commercial
quantities in a timely manner. More
specifically, the AGOA authorizes
quota- and duty-free treatment for
apparel articles that are both cut (or
knit-to-shape) and sewn or otherwise
assembled in one or more beneficiary
sub-Saharan African countries from
fabric or yarn that is not formed in the
United States or a beneficiary sub-
Saharan African country, provided the
President has determined that such
yarns or fabric cannot be supplied by
the domestic industry in commercial
quantities in a timely manner and has
proclaimed such treatment. (Section
112(b)(5)(B) of the Act). Similarly, the
CBTPA authorizes quota- and duty-free
treatment for apparel articles that are
both cut (or knit-to-shape) and sewn or
otherwise assembled in one or more the
CBTPA beneficiary countries from yarns
or fabrics that are not formed in the
United States or in one or more the
CBTPA beneficiary countries, provided
the President has determined that such
yarns or fabric cannot be supplied by
the domestic industry in commercial
quantities in a timely manner and has
proclaimed such treatment. (Section 211
of the Act, amending Section
213(b)(2)(A)(v)(II) of the Caribbean
Basin Economic Recovery Act).

Under these provisions (the Short
Supply Provisions), interested parties
may request that the President proclaim
quota- and duty-free treatment for
apparel articles assembled from a fabric
or yarn that cannot be supplied by the
domestic industry in commercial
quantities in a timely manner. In order
to proclaim such treatment, the Act
requires the President to submit a report
to the Committee on Ways and Means
of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Finance of the Senate
within 60 calendar days of the request
setting forth the proposed action to be
proclaimed and the reasons for such
actions. Moreover, within these 60
calendar days, the President must seek
advice from the appropriate advisory
committees and the U.S. International
Trade Commission (USITC) and consult
with the Congressional committees. The
President may not proclaim quota- and
duty-free treatment under the Short
Supply Provisions until 60 calendar
days after the report, including the
advice obtained from the USITC and the
appropriate advisory committees, has
been submitted to the Congressional
committees.

In Executive Order No. 13191, the
President delegated to the Committee
the authority under the Short Supply
Provisions to determine whether yarns

or fabrics cannot be supplied by the
domestic industry in commercial
quantities in a timely manner and
ordered the Committee to establish
procedures to ensure appropriate public
participation in any such determination.
The Committee and the United States
Trade Representative (USTR) were
jointly authorized to obtain advice from
the appropriate advisory committees, to
submit a report to the Congressional
committees cited above, and to consult
with those Congressional committees.
The USTR was authorized to obtain
advice from the USITC. The Committee
intends to comply with the following
procedures in carrying out this
authority.

These agency procedures are not
subject to the requirement to provide
prior notice and opportunity for public
comment, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
553(b)(A).

Procedures for Considering Requests
The Committee will consider requests

sent to Chairman, Committee for the
Implementation of Textile Agreements,
Room H3100, U.S. Department of
Commerce, 14th and Constitution
Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20230.
The Committee will consider only
requests that address a single yarn or
single fabric. The term ‘‘a single yarn or
single fabric’’ means a single product,
which may be classified in more than
one heading of the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States or may be
only part of a heading.

In considering requests, the
Committee will consider of particular
relevance the following information: (1)
The requester’s description of the yarn
or fabric that is the subject of the
request; (2) The basis for the requester’s
belief that the product cannot be
supplied by the domestic industry in
commercial quantities in a timely
manner, which may include (if
available) correspondence with
manufacturers of the product that is the
subject of the request, manufacturers of
substitutable products, and/or
manufacturers of similar products; (3)
The basis for the requester’s belief that
other products that are supplied by the
domestic industry in commercial
quantities in a timely manner are not
substitutable for the product that is the
subject of the request for purposes of the
intended use.

Within seven days of receipt of a
request, the Committee will determine
whether the request provides the
information necessary for the
Committee to consider the request in
light of the considerations set forth
above. If the request does not, the
Committee will promptly notify the
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requester of the reasons for this
determination, and the request will not
be considered. However, the Committee
will reevaluate any request that is
resubmitted with additional
information.

If the Committee determines that the
request provides the information
necessary for the Committee to consider
the request in light of the considerations
set forth above, the Committee will
cause to be published in the Federal
Register a notice seeking public
comments regarding the request, which
will include a summary of the request
and the date by which comments must
be received. If a comment submitted
alleges that the product can be supplied
by a domestic manufacturer in
commercial quantities in a timely
manner, the Committee will closely
review any supporting documentation,
such as a signed statement by a
manufacturer of the yarn or fabric
stating that it produces the product that
is the subject of the request, including
the quantities that can be supplied and
the time necessary to fill an order, as
well as any relevant information
regarding past production.

Prior to determining that a fabric or
yarn cannot be supplied by the domestic
industry in commercial quantities in a
timely manner, the Committee, working
with the USTR, will seek advice from
appropriate advisory committees
established under section 135 of the
Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2155) and
will consult with the Committee on
Ways and Means of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on
Finance of the Senate; and USTR will
obtain the advice of the USITC.

With respect to any request
considered by the Committee, the
Committee will make a determination
within 60 calendar days of receipt. If the
Committee makes a negative
determination, it will cause this
determination and the reasons therefore
to be published in the Federal Register.
If the Committee makes an affirmative
determination, it will submit a report to
the Committee on Ways and Means of
the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Finance of the Senate
setting forth the action proposed to be
proclaimed, the reasons for such action,
and the advice obtained. In the event
the President proclaims that a fabric or
yarn is eligible for preferential treatment
under the Short Supply Provisions, the
Proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register.

Business Confidential Information,
Public Reading Room

The Committee will protect any
business confidential information that is

marked business confidential from
disclosure to the full extent permitted
by law.

As noted above, the Committee will
cause to be published in the Federal
Register a notice seeking public
comments regarding a request that is
being considered, a notice which will
include a summary of the request.
Moreover, the Committee will make
available to the public non-confidential
versions of the request and non-
confidential versions of any public
comments received with respect to a
request in room 3100 in the Herbert
Hoover Building, 14th and Constitution
Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20230.
Persons submitting a request or
comments on a request are encouraged
to include a non-confidential version
and a non-confidential summary.

D. Michael Hutchinson,
Acting Chairman, Committee for the
Implementation of Textile Agreements.
[FR Doc. 01–5501 Filed 3–2–01; 12:17 pm]
BILLING CODE 3510–DR–F

COMMITTEE FOR THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF TEXTILE
AGREEMENTS

Adjustment of Import Limits for Certain
Cotton and Wool Textile Products
Produced or Manufactured in
Guatemala

February 28, 2001.
AGENCY: Committee for the
Implementation of Textile Agreements
(CITA).
ACTION: Issuing a directive to the
Commissioner of Customs reducing
limits.

EFFECTIVE DATE: March 6, 2001.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Naomi Freeman, International Trade
Specialist, Office of Textiles and
Apparel, U.S. Department of Commerce,
(202) 482–4212. For information on the
quota status of these limits, refer to the
Quota Status Reports posted on the
bulletin boards of each Customs port,
call (202) 927–5850, or refer to the U.S.
Customs website at http://
www.customs.gov. For information on
embargoes and quota re-openings, refer
to the Office of Textiles and Apparel
website at http://otexa.ita.doc.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Authority: Section 204 of the Agricultural
Act of 1956, as amended (7 U.S.C. 1854);
Executive Order 11651 of March 3, 1972, as
amended.

The current limits for certain
categories are being reduced for
carryforward used.

These specific limits and guaranteed
access levels do not apply to goods that
qualify for quota-free entry under the
Trade and Development Act of 2000.

A description of the textile and
apparel categories in terms of HTS
numbers is available in the
CORRELATION: Textile and Apparel
Categories with the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States (see
Federal Register notice 65 FR 82328,
published on December 28, 2000). Also
see 65 FR 75673, published on
December 4, 2000.

D. Michael Hutchinson,
Acting Chairman, Committee for the
Implementation of Textile Agreements.

Committee for the Implementation of Textile
Agreements

February 28, 2001.

Commissioner of Customs,
Department of the Treasury, Washington, DC

20229.
Dear Commissioner: This directive

amends, but does not cancel, the directive
issued to you on November 28, 2000, by the
Chairman, Committee for the Implementation
of Textile Agreements. That directive
concerns imports of certain cotton, wool and
man-made fiber textile products, produced or
manufactured in Guatemala and exported
during the period which began on January 1,
2001 and extends through December 31,
2001.

Effective on March 6, 2001, you are
directed to reduce the current limits for the
following categories, as provided for under
the Uruguay Round Agreement on Textiles
and Clothing:

Category Adjusted twelve-month
limit 1

347/348 .................... 2,033,348 dozen.
443 ........................... 70,212 numbers.

1 The limits have not been adjusted to ac-
count for any imports exported after December
31, 2000.

These specific limits and guaranteed access
levels do not apply to goods that qualify for
quota-free entry under the Trade and
Development Act of 2000.

The Committee for the Implementation of
Textile Agreements has determined that
these actions fall within the foreign affairs
exception of the rulemaking provisions of 5
U.S.C. 553(a)(1).

Sincerely,

D. Michael Hutchinson,

Acting Chairman, Committee for the
Implementation of Textile Agreements.

[FR Doc. 01–5394 Filed 3–5–01; 8:45 am]
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