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Dated: January 14, 2000.
Bradley M. Campbell,
Regional Administrator, Region III.
[FR Doc. 00–2174 Filed 2–2–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560–50–P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 52

[CA172–0209b; FRL–6529–5]

Approval and Promulgation of State
Implementation Plans; California State
Implementation Plan Revision, Kern
County Air Pollution Control District

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: EPA proposes to approve
revisions to the California State
Implementation Plan (SIP) which
concern the control of volatile organic
compounds (VOC) from the loading of
organic liquids, and fugitive
hydrocarbons.

The intended effect of this action is to
regulate emissions of VOC in
accordance with the requirements of the
Clean Air Act, as amended in 1990
(CAA or the Act). In the Final Rules
Section of this Federal Register, the
EPA is approving the state’s SIP
submittal as a direct final rule without
prior proposal because the Agency
views this as a noncontroversial
revision and anticipates no adverse
comments. A detailed rationale for this
approval is set forth in the direct final
rule. If no adverse comments are
received, no further activity is
contemplated. If EPA receives adverse
comments, the direct final rule will be
withdrawn and all public comments
received will be addressed in a
subsequent final rule based on this
proposed rule. The EPA will not
institute a second comment period. Any
parties interested in commenting should
do so at this time.
DATES: Written comments must be
received by March 6, 2000.
ADDRESSES: Comments should be
addressed to: Christine Vineyard,
Rulemaking Office (AIR–4), Air
Division, U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, Region IX, 75 Hawthorne
Street, San Francisco, CA 94105–3901.

Copies of the rule revisions and EPA’s
evaluation report of each rule are
available for public inspection at EPA’s
Region 9 office during normal business
hours. Copies of the submitted rule
revisions are also available for
inspection at the following locations:

Rulemaking Office (AIR–4), Air
Division, U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, Region IX, 75
Hawthorne Street, San Francisco, CA
94105.

Environmental Protection Agency, Air
Docket (6102), 401 ‘‘M’’ Street, S.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20460.

California Air Resources Board,
Stationary Source Division, Rule
Evaluation Section, 2020 ‘‘L’’ Street,
Sacramento, CA 95812.

Kern County Air Pollution Control
District, 2700 M Street, Suite 302,
Bakersfield, CA 93301.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Christine Vineyard, [AIR-4], Air
Division, U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, Region 9, 75 Hawthorne Street,
San Francisco, CA 94105-3901,
Telephone: (415) 744–1197).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
document concerns Kern County Air
Pollution Control District Rule 413,
Organic Liquid Loading, and Rule 414.1,
Valves, Pressure Relief Valves, Flanges,
Threaded Connections and Process
Drains at Petroleum Refineries and
Chemical Plants. Both rules were
adopted on March 7, 1996 and were
submitted to EPA on May 10, 1996 by
the California Air Resources Board. For
further information, please see the
information provided in the direct final
action that is located in the rules section
of this Federal Register.

Dated: January 12, 2000.
Julia Barrow,
Acting Regional Administrator, Region IX.
[FR Doc. 00–2172 Filed 2–2–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560–50–P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 52

[CA 234–0187b; FRL–6529–7]

Approval and Promulgation of State
Implementation Plans; California State
Implementation Plan Revision, Kern
County, San Diego County, San
Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution
Control Districts and South Coast Air
Quality Management District

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: EPA is proposing revisions to
the California State Implementation
Plan (SIP). This action revises the
definitions in the California State
Implementation Plan regarding, Kern
County Air Pollution Control District
(KCAPCD), San Diego County Air

Pollution Control District (SDCAPCD),
San Joaquin Valley Unified Air
Pollution Control District (SJVUAPCD)
and South Coast Air Quality
Management District (SCAQMD).

The intended effect of this action is to
incorporate these changes to various
definitions and to update the Exempt
Compound list in KCAPCD, SDCAPCD,
SJVUAPCD, and SCAQMD rules to be
consistent with the revised federal and
state VOC definitions. EPA is proposing
approval of these revisions to be
incorporated into the California SIP for
the attainment of the national ambient
air quality standards (NAAQS) for ozone
under title I of the Clean Air Act (CAA
or the Act). In the Final Rules Section
of this Federal Register, the EPA is
approving the state’s SIP submittal as a
direct final rule without prior proposal
because the Agency views this as a
noncontroversial revision and
anticipates no adverse comments. A
detailed rationale for this approval is set
forth in the direct final rule. If no
adverse comments are received, no
further activity is contemplated. If EPA
receives adverse comments, the direct
final rule will be withdrawn and all
public comments received will be
addressed in a subsequent final rule
based on this proposed rule. The EPA
will not institute a second comment
period. Any parties interested in
commenting should do so at this time.
DATES: Written comments must be
received by March 6, 2000.
ADDRESSES: Comments should be
addressed to: Andrew Steckel,
Rulemaking Office (AIR–4), Air
Division, U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, Region IX, 75 Hawthorne
Street, San Francisco, CA 94105–3901.

Copies of the rule revisions and EPA’s
evaluation report of each rule are
available for public inspection at EPA’s
Region 9 office during normal business
hours. Copies of the submitted rule
revisions are also available for
inspection at the following locations:
California Air Resources Board, Stationary

Source Division, Rule Evaluation Section,
2020 ‘‘L’’ Street, Sacramento, CA 95812

Kern County Air Pollution Control District
Southeast Desert, 2700 ‘‘M’’ Street, Suite
302, Bakersfield, CA 93301–2370

San Diego County Air Pollution Control
District, 9150 Chesapeake Dr., San Diego,
CA 92123–1096

San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution
Control District, 1990 E. Gettysburg,
Fresno, CA 93726

South Coast Air Quality Management
District, 21865 E. Copley Dr., Diamond Bar,
CA 91765–4182

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Cynthia G. Allen, [A–4], Air Division,
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
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Region 9, 75 Hawthorne Street, San
Francisco, CA 94105–3901, Telephone:
(415) 744–1189.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
document concerns Kern County Air
Pollution Control District Rule 102,
Definitions, San Diego County Air
Pollution Control District Rule 2,
Definitions and Rule 3, Standard
Conditions, San Joaquin Valley Unified
Air Pollution Control District Rule 1020,
Definitions, and South Coast Air Quality
Management District Rule 102,
Definition of Terms, submitted on
September 7, 1999, by the California Air
Resources Board. For further
information, please see the information
provided in the direct final action that
is located in the rules section of this
Federal Register.

Dated: January 10, 2000.
Felicia Marcus,
Regional Administrator, Region IX.
[FR Doc. 00–2170 Filed 2–2–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560–50–P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 52

[SD–001–0007b & SD–001–0008b; FRL–
6527–3]

Clean Air Act Approval and
Promulgation of State Implementation
Plan; South Dakota; Revisions to
Performance Testing Regulation

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: The EPA is proposing to take
direct final action to approve revisions
to the South Dakota State
implementation plan (SIP) submitted on
May 2, 1997 and May 6, 1999 regarding
the testing of new fuels or raw materials.
Specifically, the State adopted a new
provision in Chapter 74:36:11,
Performance Testing, of the
Administrative Rules of South Dakota
(ARSD) that allows permitted sources to
request permission to test a new fuel or
raw material, to determine if it is
compatible with existing equipment and
to determine air emission rates, before
requesting a permit amendment or
modification.

In the ‘‘Rules and Regulations’’
section of this Federal Register, EPA is
approving the State’s SIP revision as a
direct final rule without prior proposal
because the Agency views this as a
noncontroversial SIP revision and
anticipates no adverse comments. A
detailed rationale for the approval is set

forth in the preamble to the direct final
rule. If EPA receives no adverse
comments, EPA will not take further
action on this proposed rule. If EPA
receives adverse comments, EPA will
withdraw the direct final rule and it will
not take effect. EPA will address all
public comments in a subsequent final
rule based on this proposed rule. EPA
will not institute a second comment
period on this action. Any parties
interested in commenting must do so at
this time.
DATES: Comments must be received in
writing on or before March 6, 2000.
ADDRESSES: Written comments may be
mailed to Richard R. Long, Director, Air
and Radiation Program, Mailcode 8P–
AR, Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), Region VIII, 999 18th Street,
Suite 500, Denver, Colorado, 80202.
Copies of the documents relative to this
action are available for inspection
during normal business hours at the Air
and Radiation Program, Environmental
Protection Agency, Region VIII, 999
18th Street, Suite 500, Denver, Colorado
80202–2466. Copies of the State
documents relevant to this action are
available for public inspection at the Air
Quality Program, Department of
Environment and Natural Resources, Joe
Foss Building, 523 East Capitol, Pierre,
South Dakota 57501.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Vicki Stamper, EPA Region VIII, (303)
312–6445.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: See the
information provided in the Direct Final
action of the same title which is located
in the Rules and Regulations section of
this Federal Register.

Authority: 42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.

Dated: January 6, 2000.
Jack W. McGraw,
Acting Regional Administrator, Region VIII.
[FR Doc. 00–2168 Filed 2–2–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560–50–P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

50 CFR Part 17

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; 90-Day Finding for a
Petition To Delist the Northern Spotted
Owl From the List of Threatened and
Endangered Species

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of 90-day petition
finding.

SUMMARY: We, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (Service), announce a
90-day finding for a petition to delist the
northern spotted owl (Strix occidentalis
caurina) under the Endangered Species
Act of 1973, as amended (Act). We find
that the petitioner did not present
substantial scientific or commercial
information indicating that the delisting
of the northern spotted owl may be
warranted.

DATES: The finding announced in this
document was made on January 18,
2000.

ADDRESSES: Data, information,
comments or questions concerning this
petition should be sent to the Field
Supervisor, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Western Washington Office,
510 Desmond Drive SE, Suite 102,
Lacey, Washington 98503. The petition
finding, and comments and material
received, will be available for public
inspection, by appointment, during
normal business hours at the above
address.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr.
L. Karolee Owens at the above address
(telephone 360/753–4369; facsimile
360/753–4369).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Section 4(b)(3)(A) of the Act, requires
that we make a finding on whether a
petition to list, delist, or reclassify a
species presents substantial scientific or
commercial information to demonstrate
that the petitioned action may be
warranted. This finding is based upon
all information submitted with and
referenced in the petition and all other
information available to us at the time
the finding is made. To the maximum
extent practicable, this finding is to be
made within 90 days following receipt
of the petition, and promptly published
in the Federal Register. If the finding is
positive, section 4(b)(3)(B) of the Act
requires us to promptly commence a
review of the status of the species and
to disclose our findings within 12
months.

The processing of this petition finding
conforms with our Listing Priority
Guidance published in the Federal
Register on October 22, 1999 (64 FR
57114). The guidance clarifies the order
in which we will process rulemakings.
Highest priority is processing
emergency listing rules for any species
determined to face a significant and
imminent risk to its well-being (Priority
1). Second priority (Priority 2) is
processing final determinations on
proposed additions to the lists of
endangered and threatened wildlife and
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