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with sections section 751(c), 752, and
777(i) of the Act.

Dated: February 28, 2000.
Joseph A. Spetrini,

Acting Assistant Secretary for Import
Administration.

[FR Doc. 00-5212 Filed 3—-2-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 022900C]

Atlantic Sea Scallop Fishery
Management Plan Framework
Adjustment 13; Proposed Information
Collection; Request for Comments

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Proposed Collection; comment
request.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104-13 (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)).

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before May 2, 2000.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Linda Engelmeier, Departmental
Forms Clearance Officer, Department of
Commerce, Room 5327, 14th and
Constitution Avenue NW, Washington
DC 20230 (or via Internet at
LEngelme@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument(s) and instructions should
be directed to David M. Gouveia, NMFS,
1 Blackburn Drive, Gloucester, MA
01930, 978-281-9280.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
1. Abstract

The regulations implementing
Framework Adjustment 11 to the
Atlantic Sea Scallop Fishery
Management Plan (FMP) established the
Georges Bank Sea Scallop Exemption
Program (SEP), which provided vessels
permitted in the limited access scallop
program short-term access to the
groundfish closed area on Georges Bank.

The Vessel Monitoring System (VMS)
was considered to be one of the major
tools for monitoring and enforcing the
regulations pertaining to the SEP.
Vessels participating in the SEP were
required to use a VMS unit for the
purposes of monitoring Days-At-Sea
under the scallop regulations. This
submission requests comments on
similar collection-of-information
requirements, as well as new
requirements, for the proposed
Framework Adjustment 13 to the
Atlantic Sea Scallop FMP. The
collection-of-information requirements
are: (1) monthly reporting of intention to
fish in the SEP through the VMS e-mail;
(2) daily reporting of scallops kept,
Fishing Vessel Trip Report log page,
and, for observed trips, scallops kept
and yellowtail flounder caught on
observed tows through the VMS e-mail
messaging system for vessels fishing in
the SEP; (3) installation of a VMS unit
on occasional and general category
vessels; (4) notice requirements for
observer deployment; (5) documentation
of installation of a VMS unit; (6)
declaration into the SEP through the
VMS prior to leaving the dock; (7) an
increase in the polling frequency of the
VMS from once every hour to once
every thirty minutes; (8) requirements
for research proposals utilizing a
research set-aside in the allocations; and
(9) requirements for final reports from
research conducted with the research
set-aside.

I1. Method of Collection

A combination of reporting methods
will be involved, including forms, e-
mail communications, phone calls, and
automatic electronic transmissions.

II1. Data

OMB Number: None

Form Number: None

Type of Review: Regular submission

Affected public: Business and other
for-profit

Estimated Number of Respondents:
408

Estimated Time Per Response: 2
minutes for a monthly e-mail
notifications of intent to fish in the SEP;
10 minutes for an e-mail messaging of
catch; 1 hour for the installation of a
VMS unit; 2 minutes for a notification
for purposes of observer deployment, 5
minutes for submitting proof of VMS
installation; 2 minutes for declaring into
the SEP through the VMS prior to
leaving the dock; 30 seconds for each
additional automated VMS report; 56
hours for a research proposal; and 440
hours for a final report from research
conducted with research set-asides.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 10,474

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $593,422

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and /or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: February 25, 2000.

Linda Engelmeier,

Departmental Forms Clearance Officer, Office
of Chief Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 00-5222 Filed 3—2-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-F

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 0229008]

Southwest Region Logbook Family of
Forms; Proposed Information
Collection; Request for Comments

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Proposed collection; comment
request.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104-13 (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)).

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before May 2, 2000.
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ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Linda Engelmeier, Departmental
Forms Clearance Officer, Department of
Commerce, Room 5027, 14th and
Constitution Avenue NW, Washington
DC 20230 (or via the Internet at
LEngelme@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument(s) and instructions should
be directed to Mr. Alvin Katekaru,
Pacific Islands Area Office, Southwest
Region, NMFS, 1601 Kapiolani Blvd.,
Honolulu HI 96814—4700; telephone
808—-973-2935 ext. 207.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
1. Abstract

Federal reporting requirements are
established for four fisheries (pelagics,
crustaceans, bottomfish, and precious
corals) in the western Pacific region
managed under the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act. This information collection covers
the information that must be provided
to NMFS to meet these reporting
requirements, which include fishing
logbooks, notifications of intended
vessel departure and return times and
other actions, experimental fishing
permit reports, and transshipment and
sales reports. These reports are
necessary to provide information to
evaluate the effects of fishing on the
stocks and to assess the need for
changes in management to ensure that
overfishing will be prevented and the
optimum yield from the fisheries will be
obtained.

1I. Method of Collection

Typically, the holder of a permit for
the fisheries is provided with a copy of
any logbook or other reporting forms
and with instructions for making any
required reports. In many cases,
logbooks are collected from permit
holders at the docks when the vessel
returns from a trip. Other reports are
collected by phone or are received
through regular mail. The option of
electronic reporting is provided in the
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands
Crustaceans Fishery and the potential
for electronic reporting is being
investigated for other fisheries.

III. Data

OMB Number: 0648—0214.

Form Number: None.

Type of Review: Regular submission.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
174.

Estimated Time Per Response: 5
minutes for notifications; 5 minutes for

sales reports, pre-offloading reports, and
in-season catch reports in the crustacean
fishery; 3 minutes per page for logbook
entries in the crustacean fishery; 5
minutes per day for logbook entries in
the precious coral and western Pacific
pelagic fisheries; 5 minutes for
protected species interaction reports in
the western Pacific bottomfish fishery;
15 minutes for sales reports in the
precious coral fishery; 1 hour for
observer placement information in the
longline fishery for western Pacific
pelagics; 1 hour for requests for
exemptions to area closures in the
western Pacific pelagic fishery; 4 hours
for claims for lost fishing time due to
sick observers on longline vessels in the
western Pacific pelagic fishery; and 4
hours for experimental fishing reports.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 1,130.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $5,000.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: February 25, 2000.
Linda Engelmeier,

Departmental Forms Clearance Officer, Office
of the Chief Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 00-5223 Filed 3—-2—00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-F

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 022400A]

Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management
Council; Public Meetings

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council (Council) will
convene public meetings.

DATES: The meetings will be held on
March 20-23, 2000.

ADDRESSES: These meetings will be held
at the Adams Mark Riverwalk Hotel, 111
Pecan Street East, San Antonio, TX;
telephone: 210-354-2800.

Council address: Gulf of Mexico
Fishery Management Council, 3018 U.S.
Highway 301 North, Suite 1000, Tampa,
FL 33619.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Wayne E. Swingle, Executive Director,
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management
Council; telephone: (813) 228-2815.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Council
March 22

8:30 a.m.—Convene.

8:45 a.m. - 12:00 noon—Receive a
report of the Joint Reef Fish/Mackerel
Committees.

1:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.—Receive a report
of the Red Drum Management
Committee.

2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.—Receive a report
of the Reef Fish Management
Committee.

4:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.—Receive a report
of the Administrative Policy Committee.

4:30 p.m. - 4:45 p.m.—Receive a report
of the Habitat Protection Committee.

4:45 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.—Receive a report
of the Stone Crab Management
Committee.

March 23

8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.—Receive a
report of the Mackerel Management
Committee.

9:30 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.—Receive a
report of the Joint Marine Reserves/Reef
Fish Management Committees.

9:45 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.—Receive a
report of the Shrimp Management
Committee.

10:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.—Receive the
NMEFS Billfish Advisory Panel (AP)
Report.

10:15 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.—Receive the
NMFS HMS AP and International
Commission for the Conservation for
Atlantic Tunas Advisory Committee
Reports.

10:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.—Receive
Enforcement Reports.

11:00 a.m. - 11:15 a.m.—Receive a
report of the Coral Reef Task Force and
South Atlantic Fishery Management
Council Liaison.
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