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practical alternative. This approach will
achieve species-specific conservation
objectives if gillnets are not selective
and if they take species in proportion to
their abundance. Evidence to date
supports this assumption.

Comment 66: A new SAR should have
been produced for Hawaiian Monk
Seals.

Response: The MMPA requires that
new information be reviewed every year
for all strategic stocks, but it only
requires a new report if such a review
indicates that the status of the stock has
changed or can be more accurately
determined. The review by NMFS (in
collaboration with the Pacific Scientific
Review Group, PSRG) indicated that the
new information available in 1997 did
not warrant a revision at that time. A
new SAR for monk seals was reviewed
at the Fall 1998 meeting of the PSRG
and will be available soon for public
comment.

Comment 67: The effects of the recent
El Nino should be included in the
reports for the Oregon and Washington
coast and inland Washington stocks of
Harbor seal, and the San Miguel Island
stock of northern fur seal.

Response: The 1998 SARs include
data only through the first half of 1997;
therefore, no attempt is made to assess
the impact of the 1997–98 El Nino. This
information will be included in future
revisions.

Comment 68: Regarding the inland
Washington stock of harbor seal, NMFS
should re-establish an observer program
for treaty gillnet boats.

Response: Takes from the Northern
Washington marine set gillnet fishery
(treaty) and most segments of the
Washington Puget Sound salmon set/
drift gillnet fishery (treaty and non-
treaty) are included in Table 1 and used
to calculate the mortality for the stock.
Also included in the table are additional
data for the Washington Puget Sound
salmon set/drift gillnet fishery, from
fisher self-reports. Since the observer
data are considered more reliable than
the fisher self-reported data, the
observer data was used in the mortality
calculation.

Dated: February 12, 1999.

Hilda Diaz-Soltero,
Director, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 99–4137 Filed 2–18–99; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: The Advisory Committee to
the U.S. Section to ICCAT announces its
spring meeting with its Species Working
Groups on March 9 and 10, 1999.
DATES: The open sessions of the
Committee meeting will be held on
March 9, 1999, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
and on March 10, 1999, from 8:30 a.m.
to 9:30 a.m., and from 11:30 a.m. to 5
p.m. Closed sessions will be held on
March 9, 1999, from 1 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.,
and on March 10, 1999, from 9:30 a.m.
to 11:30 a.m.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Washington Hilton and Towers,
1919 Connecticut Avenue, NW,
Washington, DC.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kim
Blankenbeker at (301) 713–2276.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Advisory Committee to the U.S. Section
to ICCAT will meet in open session to
receive and to discuss information on
(1) 1998 ICCAT meeting results and U.S.
implementation of ICCAT decisions, (2)
NMFS and ICCAT research and
monitoring activities, (3) the
Precautionary Approach, (4) the
upcoming meeting of ICCAT’s Working
Group on Allocation Criteria, (5)
Advisory Committee operational issues,
(6) the U.S. requirement to identify
countries that are diminishing the
effectiveness of ICCAT, (7) the results of
the Committee’s Species Working
Groups meetings, and (8) other matters
relating to the international
management of ICCAT species. The
public will have access to the open
sessions of the meeting, but there will
be no opportunity for public comment.

Sessions of the Advisory Committee’s
Species Working Groups will not be
open to the public, but the results of the
working group discussions will be
reported to the full Advisory Committee
during the Committee’s afternoon open
session on March 10.

Special Accommodations
The meeting locations are physically

accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to Kim Blankenbeker
at (301) 713–2276 at least 5 days prior
to the meeting date.

Dated: Feb 12, 1999.
Gary Matlock,
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 99–4136 Filed 2–18–99; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Council (Council) is
scheduling a number of public meetings
of its oversight committees and advisory
panels in March, 1999 to consider
actions affecting New England fisheries
in the exclusive economic zone (EEZ).
Recommendations from these groups
will be brought to the full Council for
formal consideration and action, if
appropriate.
DATES: The meetings will be held
between March 9 and March 26, 1999.
See SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION for
specific dates and times.
ADDRESSES: Meetings will be held in
Peabody, MA, and Mansfield, MA. See
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul
J. Howard, Executive Director, New
England Fishery Management Council;
(781) 231–0422. Requests for special
accommodations should be addressed to
the New England Fishery Management
Council, 5 Broadway, Saugus, MA
01906–1036; telephone: (781) 231–0422.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Meeting Dates and Agendas
Tuesday, March 9, 1999, 9:30 a.m.—

Joint meeting of the Habitat Oversight
Committee and Advisors

Location: Holiday Inn, One Newbury
Street (Rt. 1 North), Peabody, MA
01960, Phone: (978) 535–4600; Fax:
(978) 535–8238.

The committee and advisors will
discuss and review habitat-related
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issues concerning access to the current
Georges Bank groundfish closed areas
for scallop fishing.

Monday, March 22, 1999, 9:30 a.m.—
Groundfish Advisory Panel Meeting

Location: Holiday Inn, One Newbury
Street (Rt. 1 North), Peabody, MA
01960, Phone: (978) 535–4600; Fax:
(978) 535–8238.

The panel will review draft proposals
and analysis for Framework Adjustment
29 to the Northeast Multispecies Fishery
Management Plan (FMP), and advise the
Groundfish Committee on a preferred
alternative for consideration by the
Council at its April 14–15 meeting.
Framework Adjustment 29 would
modify the FMP regulations pertaining
to closed areas on Georges Bank and the
Nantucket Lightship area to allow
controlled access by scallop dredge
vessels. The panel will also review and
advise the committee on draft proposals
for Framework Adjustment 30, for
Council consideration at its April
meeting, to reduce the fishing mortality
rate on Georges Bank cod to below the
management target level. The panel will
also discuss and advise the committee
on issues and measures to be included
in a public hearing document for
Amendment 13 to the FMP, including
but not limited to: action to rebuild all
stocks in the fishery management unit
as needed under new overfishing
definitions; managing fleet fishing
capacity, including possible
implementation of a two-tier permit
system to address latent fishing permits;
proposals for industry support systems
involving scientific research and
conservation engineering programs;
modification of the annual adjustment
schedule and possible change to the
fishing year; and other issues that may
be identified during the scoping
process.

Tuesday, March 23, 1999, 9:30 a.m.—
Groundfish Committee Meeting

Location: Holiday Inn, One Newbury
Street (Rt. 1 North), Peabody, MA
01960, Phone: (978) 535–4600; Fax:
(978) 535–8238.

Review of draft proposals and
analysis for Framework Adjustment 29
to the Northeast Multispecies Fishery
Management Plan (FMP), and
recommendation of a preferred
alternative for consideration by the
Council at its April 14–15 meeting.
Framework Adjustment 29 would allow
controlled access by scallop dredge to
closed areas on Georges Bank and the
Nantucket Lightship area. The
committee also will review and draft
proposals and analysis for Framework
Adjustment 30, and recommend a
preferred alternative for Council
consideration at its April meeting

Framework Adjustment 30 will reduce
the fishing mortality rate on Georges
Bank cod to below the management
target level. The committee will also
discuss and take public comment on the
scope of issues to be considered and
possible measures to be included in a
public hearing document for
Amendment 13 to the FMP, including
but not limited to: action to rebuild all
stocks in the fishery management unit
as needed under new overfishing
definitions; managing fleet fishing
capacity, including possible
implementation of a two-tier permit
system to address latent fishing permits;
proposals for industry support systems
involving scientific research and
conservation engineering programs;
modification of the annual adjustment
schedule and possible change to the
fishing year; and other issues that may
be identified during the scoping process

Thursday, March 25, 1999, 9:30
a.m.—Whiting Advisory Panel Meeting

Location: Holiday Inn, Mansfield, MA
02048, Phone: (508) 339–2200; Fax:
(508) 339–1040

Discussion of possible bycatch and/or
discard issues associated with the
measures in Amendment 12 (for
whiting, offshore hake, and red hake) as
well as possible framework action for
any other unresolved issues that
emerged during the development of
Amendment 12; review and discussion
of data and information needs in the
context of the first Whiting Monitoring
Committee meeting (October/November
2000) and the Year 4 default measure
(May 1, 2002); discussion of the
potential for industry-based gear
research and information collection.

Friday, March 26, 1999, 9:30 a.m.—
Whiting Committee Meeting

Location: Holiday Inn, Mansfield, MA
02048, Phone: (508) 339–2200; Fax:
(508) 339–1040

Discussion of possible bycatch and/or
discard issues associated with the
measures in Amendment 12 (for
whiting, offshore hake, and red hake) as
well as possible framework action for
any other unresolved issues that
emerged during the development of
Amendment 12; review and discussion
of data and information needs in the
context of the first Whiting Monitoring
Committee meeting (October/November
2000) and the Year 4 default measure
(May 1, 2002); discussion of the
potential for industry-based gear
research and information collection.

Although other issues not contained
in this agenda may come before these
groups for discussion, in accordance
with the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act,
those issues may not be the subject of

formal discussion during these
meetings. Action will be restricted to
those issues specifically listed in this
notice.

Special Accommodations

These meetings are physically
accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to Paul J. Howard
(see ADDRESSES) at least 5 days prior to
the meeting dates.

Dated: February 12, 1999.
Bruce C. Morehead,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 99–4138 Filed 2–18–99; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given of the
following actions regarding permits for
takes of endangered and threatened
species for the purposes of scientific
research and/or enhancement: NMFS
has received permit applications from:
Guam Department of Agriculture (GDA)
(1199) and Mr. David J. Stiers, Director
of Springfield Science Museum (SSM)
(1200); NMFS has issued a permit to
Thomas R. Payne and Associates
(TRPA) (1180); and NMFS has issued a
modification to a scientific research
permits to Salmon Protection and
Watershed Network (SPAWN) (1162).
DATES: Written comments or requests for
a public hearing on any of the new
applications must be received on or
before March 22, 1999.
ADDRESSES: The applications and
related documents are available for
review in the following offices, by
appointment:

For permits 1162 and 1180: Protected
Species Division, NMFS, 777 Sonoma
Avenue, Room 325, Santa Rosa, CA
95404–6528 (707–575–6066).

For permit 1199: Office of Protected
Resources, Endangered Species
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