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collection of information to OMB for
review and clearance.

Notice of Participation—21 CFR 12.45
(OMB Control Number 0910–0191)—
Extension

Under part 12 (21 CFR part 12)
regulations issued under sections 201 to
903 of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 321 to 393), any
interested person may participate in a
formal evidentiary hearing, either
personally or through a representative
by filing a notice of participation under
§ 12.45. Section 12.45 requires that any
person filing a notice of participation
state the person’s specific interest in the

proceedings, including the specific
issues of fact about which the person
desires to be heard. This section also
requires that the notice include a
statement that the person will present
testimony at the hearing and will
comply with specific requirements in
§ 12.85 or, in the case of a hearing before
a public board of inquiry, in 21 CFR
13.25, concerning disclosure of data and
information by participants. A
participant’s appearance can be struck
by the presiding officer in accordance
with § 12.45(e). The information
obtained is used by the presiding officer
and other participants in a hearing to

identify specific interests to be
presented. This preliminary information
serves to expedite the prehearing
conference and commits participation.
The affected respondents are
individuals or households, State or local
governments, not-for-profit institutions
and businesses or other for-profit groups
and institutions.

In the Federal Register of September
28, 1999 (64 FR 52330), the agency
requested comments on the proposed
collections of information. No
significant comments were received.

FDA estimates the burden of this
collection of information as follows:

TABLE 1.—ESTIMATED ANNUAL REPORTING BURDEN1

21 CFR Section No. of
Respondents

Annual
Frequency per

Response

Total Annual
Responses

Hours per
Response Total Hours

12.45 30 1 30 3 90

1 There are no capital costs or operating and maintenance costs associated with this collection of information.

The agency bases this estimate on an
average for the period 1996 through
1998 in which each notice of
participation filed took an estimated 3
hours to complete.

Dated: December 22, 1999.
William K. Hubbard,
Senior Associate Commissioner for Policy,
Planning, and Legislation.
[FR Doc. 99–33759 Filed 12–28–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4160–01–F

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Health Care Financing Administration

Office of Strategic Planning; Statement
of Organization, Functions, and
Delegations of Authority

Part F of the Statement of
Organization, Functions, and
Delegations of Authority for the
Department of Health and Human
Services, Health Care Financing
Administration (HCFA), (Federal
Register, Vol. 63, No. 45, p. 11448 dated
Monday, March 9, 1998 is amended to
reflect a functional realignment in the
Office of Strategic Planning. The
realignment moves the international
communications function from the
Office of Professional Relations, Center
for Health Plans and Providers to the
Office of Strategic Planning (OSP). The
purpose of the realignment is to
consolidate HCFA’s international
communications function within OSP to
better serve the needs of the

international community and
intergovernmental agencies.

The specific amendments to part F are
described below:

Section F.20., (Functions) is amended
to read as follows:

4. Office of Strategic Planning (FAK)
• Develops and manages the long-

term strategic planning process for the
Agency; responsible for the Agency’s
conformance with the Strategic Plan
requirements of the Government
Performance and Results Act (GPRA).

• Provides analytic support and
information to the Administrator and
the Executive Council needed to
establish Agency goals and directions.

• Performs environmental scanning,
identifying, evaluating, and reporting
emerging trends in health care delivery
and financing and their interactions
with Agency programs.

• Manages strategic, crosscutting
initiatives.

• Designs and conducts research and
evaluations of health care programs,
studying their impacts on beneficiaries,
providers, plans, States and other
partners and customers, designing and
assessing potential improvements, and
developing new measurement tools.

• Coordinates all Agency
demonstration activities, including
development of the research and
demonstration annual plan, evaluation
of all Agency demonstrations, and
assistance to other components in the
design of demonstrations and studies.

• Manages assigned demonstrations,
including Federal review, approval, and
oversight; coordinates and participates

with departmental components in
experimental health care delivery
projects.

• Develops research, demonstration,
and other publications and papers
related to health care issues.

• Serves as contact in HCFA for
international visitors. Responds to
requests from intergovernmental
agencies and the international
community for information related to
the United States health care system.

Dated: November 23, 1999.
Nancy-Ann Min DeParle,
Administrator, Health Care Financing
Administration.
[FR Doc. 99–33746 Filed 12–28–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4120–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

Notice of Availability of a Draft
Recovery Plan for the Bighorn Sheep
in the Peninsular Ranges for Review
and Comment

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of document availability.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (Service) announces the
availability for public review of a draft
recovery plan for the bighorn sheep in
the Peninsular Ranges of southern
California. The Peninsular bighorn
sheep represents a distinct vertebrate
population that is restricted to east
facing, lower elevation slopes typically
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below 1,400 meters (4,600 feet) of the
Peninsular Ranges in the Sonoran Desert
life zone. The population addressed in
this recovery plan extends from the San
Jacinto and Santa Rosa Mountain ranges
in Riverside County south through
numerous smaller mountain ranges in
Imperial and San Diego Counties to the
United States and Mexico international
border. The Service solicits review and
comment from local, State, and Federal
agencies, and the public on this draft
recovery plan.
DATES: Comments on the draft recovery
plan must be received on or before
February 14, 2000 to receive
consideration by the Service.
ADDRESSES: The draft recovery plan is
available for public inspection by
appointment during normal business
hours at the Service’s Carlsbad Fish and
Wildlife Office, 2730 Loker Avenue
West, Carlsbad, California, 92008.
Persons wishing to review the draft
recovery plan may obtain a copy by
contacting the Field Supervisor
(attention Pete Sorensen) at the above
address or by calling (760) 431–9440.
Comments and materials should be
submitted to the above address and are
available on request for public
inspection by appointment, during
normal business hours at the Carlsbad
Fish and Wildlife Office.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Pete
Sorenson or Andy Yuen at the above
Carlsbad address.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background
Restoring an endangered or

threatened animal or plant to the point
where it is again a secure, self-
sustaining member of its ecosystem is a
primary goal of the Service’s
endangered species program. Recovery
plans describe actions considered
necessary for conservation of the
species, establish criteria for the
recovery levels for downlisting and
delisting species, and estimate time and
cost for implementing the recovery
measures needed.

The Endangered Species Act of 1973,
as amended (Act) (16 U.S.C. 1531 et
seq.) requires the development of
recovery plans for listed species unless
such a plan would not promote the
conservation of a particular species.
Section 4(f) of the Act, as amended in
1988, requires that public notice and an
opportunity for public review and
comment be provided during recovery
plan development. The Service will
consider all information presented
during a public comment period prior to
approval of each new or revised
recovery plan. The Service and other

Federal agencies will also take these
comments into account in the course of
implementing approved recovery plans.
Individual responses to comments will
not be provided.

Bighorn sheep have been documented
in the Peninsular Ranges since the
1700’s (Bolton 1930). An examination of
past records and current data suggest
that the distribution of bighorn sheep
has been altered during the past 25
years. There is no documentation of
newly formed ewe groups, and in
portions of the range, formerly occupied
habitat is now unoccupied. Documented
population declines of Peninsular
bighorn sheep ranged from stable low
numbers in ewe groups to 28 percent
declines in other groups. Though cause
and effect relationships for these
population declines have not been well
documented among ewe groups,
cumulative and synergistic effects of
disease, high predation rates, low
population recruitment rates, habitat
loss, modification, and fragmentation,
and human-related disturbance are
likely, contributing factors.

The objective of this recovery plan is
to secure habitat and alleviate threats to
the overall Peninsular bighorn sheep
population so that population levels
will increase to the point that this
species may be downlisted to threatened
status, and ultimately delisted.

Recovery of the bighorn sheep in the
Peninsular Ranges is contingent upon
(1) providing large tracts of habitat that
provide a diversity of resources needed
to offset seasonal, annual, and longer
term cycles of environmental variability
and scarcity, (2) establishing habitat
continuity between subpopulations to
allow long term shifts in distribution,
(3) maintaining healthy population
levels that are resilient to potential
disease outbreaks and high levels of
predation, and (4) educating the public
on human-related activities that affect
habitat use patterns of Peninsular
bighorn sheep.

The draft plan was developed by a
recovery team composed of
representatives of the Agua Caliente
Band of Cahuilla Indians, Bureau of
Land Management, U.S. Forest Service,
California Department of Fish and
Game, California Department of Parks
and Recreation, Bighorn Institute,
University of California at Davis and
White Mountain Research Station, and
the Zoological Society of San Diego.
Short-term recovery objectives proposed
are to: (a) Maintain 25 or more ewes in
9 regions of the Peninsular ranges
during 1 bighorn sheep generation, and
(b) establish regulatory mechanisms and
land management commitments to
provide for long-term protection of

Peninsular bighorn sheep. Proposed
recovery actions include protecting
essential habitat, improving habitat
management capabilities, and
conducting monitoring and research
necessary for effective management. The
long-term objective is to manage
conserved lands to provide for
permanent protection needed for
continued population viability of
bighorn sheep in the Peninsular Ranges.
Delisting of the Peninsular bighorn
sheep will be achieved when: (1)
Greater than or equal to 25 ewes are
present in the 9 specified regions of the
Peninsular Ranges during 2 bighorn
sheep generations, without
augmentation, (2) the range-wide
population averages 750 individuals in
a stable or increasing population, and
(3) essential habitat, as described in the
recovery plan, is permanently protected
through regulatory mechanisms and
land management commitments.

Public Comments Solicited

The Service solicits written comments
on the recovery plan described. All
comments received by the date specified
above will be considered prior to
approval of this plan.

Authority

The authority for this action is section
4(f) of the Endangered Species Act, 16
U.S.C. 1533(f).

Dated: December 9, 1999.
Thomas Dwyer,
Regional Director, Region 1, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service.
[FR Doc. 99–32577 Filed 12–28–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310–55–P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

Availability of a Draft Environmental
Impact Statement and Receipt of an
Application for an Incidental Take
Permit for the High Desert Power
Project, Victorville, San Bernardino
County, California

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior (Lead Agency); Bureau of Land
Management, Interior and Corps of
Engineers, Army (Cooperating
Agencies).
ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: The High Desert Power
Project Limited Liability Company
(Applicant) has applied to the Fish and
Wildlife Service (Service) for an
incidental take permit pursuant to
section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Endangered
Species Act of 1973, as amended. The
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