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Rostker, OMB Desk Officer, Room
10202, New Executive Office Building,
725 17th Street, NW., Washington, D.C.
20503.

Dated: October 8, 1999.
Linda Engelmeier,

Departmental Forms Clearance Officer, Office
of the Chief Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 99-27013 Filed 10-14-99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-F

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 101299A ]

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

The Department of Commerce (DOC)
has submitted to the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for
clearance the following proposal for
collection of information under the
provisions of the Paperwork Reduction
Act (44 U.S.C. Chapter 35).

Agency: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration.

Title: Individual Fishing Quotas for
Pacific Halibut and Sablefish in the
Alaska Fisheries.

Agency Form Number: None.

OMB Approval Number: 0648—0272.

Type of Request: Existing collection in
use without an OMB approval number.

Burden: 22,775 hours total but 4,005
hours for the requirements being
approved.

Number of Respondents: 6,700
(multiple responses).

Avg. Hours Per Response: Varies
between 5 minutes and 30 minutes
depending on the requirement.

Needs and Uses: Participation in the
U.S. groundfish fisheries in the
exclusive economic zone off Alaska
grew faster than anticipated after the
cessation of the foreign groundfish
harvesting operations. The rapid
expansion in the U.S. fishery placed
increased pressure on the resource and
eventually led to overcapitalization and
a dangerous ‘“‘race for fish” in the
groundfish fisheries off Alaska. To
prevent this, an Individual Fishing
Quota Program for fixed gear Pacific
halibut and sablefish fisheries off Alaska
Was established. This request is for the
requirements established to administer
this program including, but not limited
to, vessel clearance and departure
reports, dockside sales receipts,
transshipment authorization, shipment
reports, and requests for administrative
waivers.

Affected Public: Individuals or
household, businesses or other for-profit
organizations.

Frequency: On occasion,
recordkeeping.Respondent’s Obligation:
Mandatory.

OMB Desk Officer: David Rostker,
(202) 395-3897.

Copies of the above information
collection proposal can be obtained by
calling or writing Linda Engelmeir, DOC
Forms Clearance Officer, (202) 482—
3272, Department of Commerce, Room
5027, 14th and Constitution Avenue,
NW., Washington, D.C. 20230 (or via the
Internet at LEngelme@doc.gov).

Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent
within 30 days of publication to David
Rostker, OMB Desk Officer, Room
10202, New Executive Office Building,
725 17th Street, NW., Washington, D.C.
20503.

Dated: October 6, 1999.

Linda Engelmeier,

Departmental Forms Clearance Officer, Office
of the Chief Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 99-27016 Filed 10-14-99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-F

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA)

[Docket No. 990921258-9258-01]

National Weather Service (NWS)
Modernization and Associated
Restructuring; Final Certification of No
Degradation of Service for the
Combined Consolidation, Automation,
and Closure of the Victoria, TX,
Weather Service Office (WSO)

AGENCY: NWS, NOAA, Commerce.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: On October 7, 1999, the
Under Secretary of Commerce for
Oceans and Atmosphere transmitted to
Congress a notice of consolidation,
automation, and closure certification for
WSO Victoria, Texas. Public Law 102—
567 requires the final certifications be
published in the FR. This notice
satisfies that requirement.

EFFECTIVE DATE: October 15, 1999.
ADDRESSES: Requests for copies of the
final certification package should be
sent to Tom Beaver, Room 11426, 1325
East-West Highway, Silver Spring,
Maryland 20910-3283.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Tom
Beaver at 301-713-0300 ext. 136.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The WSO
Victoria, Texas, consolidation

certification was proposed in the April
11, 1997, FR, Vol 62, No. 70, page
17785. The 60-day public comment
period closed on June 10, 1997. No
public comments were received. At its
June 25, 1997, meeting, the
Modernization Transition Committee
(MTC) endorsed the WSO Victoria
consolidation certification as not
resulting in a degradation of service.
The automation and closure
certifications for WSO Victoria, Texas,
were proposed in the October 2, 1997,
FR, Vol 62, No. 191, pages 51644—
51655. The 60-day public comment
period closed on December 1, 1997.
Nineteen individual letters and over
2100 forms were received. See attached
summary of public comments and NWS
response.

At its December 10, 1997, meeting,
the MTC endorsed the WSO Victoria
automation and closure certifications as
not resulting in a degradation of service.
While the MTC endorsed the
certifications, it was concerned about
the number of comments reporting time
delays in receiving NWS products. The
MTC stated, “The MTC received a
briefing from the Meteorologist-in-
Charge (MIC) of the Corpus Christi
NEXRAD Weather Service Office, which
has service responsibility for the
Victoria area. The MTC notes that the
MIC has met with the Victoria
community on several occasions and
attempted to rectify the problem, but
believes that further efforts are needed.
The MTC requests an update on NWS
efforts in 6 months time.”

On March 18, 1998, the MTC heard
public comments from representatives
of the Victoria, Texas, community and
the NWS. The MTC rescinded its
endorsement of the certifications for
WSO Victoria and agreed to hold its
June meeting in Victoria, Texas, to
gather additional information.

On June 18, 1998, the MTC met in
Victoria, Texas, listened to public
comments, and tabled further
consideration of the consolidation,
automation, and closure certifications
pending responses to issues it identified
concerning community outreach, the
Automated Surface Observing System,
and local infrastructure.

On September 30, 1998, the MTC
heard responses from the community
and the NWS concerning the issues
identified at the June 18, 1998, MTC
meeting. The MTC also reviewed
correspondence and received
presentations from individuals
representing Senators Phil Gramm and
Kay Bailey Hutchison and
Representatives Ron Paul and Pete
Sessions. Based on all the information
received, the MTC endorsed and



Federal Register/Vol. 64, No. 199/Friday, October 15, 1999/ Notices

55903

recommended approval of the
consolidation, automation, and closure
certifications for WSO Victoria, Texas.

In January 1999, the Victoria Chamber
of Commerce sent the Secretary of
Commerce a position paper regarding
NWS’s performance during the October
1998 flood event in south Texas. The
position paper stated NWS’s poor
performance in forecasting the flood
could be attributed to not having a fully
operational weather office in Victoria.

In February 1999, NWS completed a
service assessment report on the south
Texas flood. The service assessment
revealed the problems encountered were
due to the record flooding and loss of
upstream river gauges. Having a fully
operational Victoria weather office
would not have changed the outcome
because flood forecasts for the Victoria
area are generated by the River Forecast
Center in Fort Worth, Texas.

After consideration of public
comments received, MTC endorsements,
the Victoria Chamber of Commerce’s
position paper, and the NWS service
assessment, the Under Secretary of
Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere
approved the WSO Victoria, Texas,
consolidation, automation, and closure
certifications and transmitted notice of
the certifications and transmitted notice
of the certifications to Congress on
October 7, 1999. Certification approval
authority was delegated from the
Secretary of Commerce to the Under
Secretary in June 1996. The NWS is not
completing the certification
requirements of Public Law 102-567 by
publishing the final consolidation,
automation, and closure certification
notice in the FR.

Dated: October 12, 1999.

John J. Kelly, Jr.,
Assistant Administrator for Weather Services.

Summary of Public Comments and
NWS Response

Public Comments on WSO Victoria,
Texas: Nineteen individual letters and
over 2100 forms were received as public
comments from the Victoria, Texas,
area. Many of the public comments
referred to delays in receiving warnings
or missing information. Some of the
comments included the following:

“Delays in warnings—During several
periods of severe weather, warnings
were not issued on the radio or
television broadcasts until thirty
minutes after the warnings were issued
* * *_ Current conditions, forecasts, and
updates have been delayed by as much
as four hours.”

“Time is a big factor in weather,
without local radar coverage and up to
date information. Time is against us. A

lot of people would be sitting ducks
without protection.”

“Just for one example, we remember
a fast developing heavy storm with hail,
last spring, that came across from Goliad
Co. to DeWitt Co. Area and our local TV
weather forecasting could not even
inform us until it was upon us.”

“Often we have received information
that is inaccurate, late or even no
information about weather events in our
area from the Corpus Christi office.”

NWS Response: The Corpus Christi
forecast office has and will continue to
work closely with the Victoria media,
emergency managers, and civic leaders
to maintain and enhance lines of
communication. Close working
relationships have been established
with key members of the media, such as
TV25, radio station KVIC, and the
Victoria Advocate. NWS staff have held
several meetings with the Victoria
Chamber of Commerce President to
increase the awareness of the
technological capabilities of the Corpus
Christi office, communications links,
and products and services. The Corpus
Christi office initiated and led the first-
ever severe weather conference with
Victoria County officials, the Chamber
of Commerce, local media, and
volunteer storm spotters.

The Corpus Christi office led an effort
to establish an Emergency Alert System
(EAS) Plan among all media outlets in
the Victoria District, which includes the
counties of Calhoun, De Witt, Goliad,
Jackson, Lavaca, and Victoria. The EAS
is important to alert the citizens of the
Victoria Crossroads area to stay out of
harm’s way. Public outreach has
expanded through the development of
the Emergency Managers Weather
Information Network and by
establishing a system to relay warnings
from NOAA Weather Radio to the
media.

During anticipated significant weather
events, the NWS special liaison officer
for Victoria is detailed to the main
Victoria fire station or the designated
Victoria Emergency Operations Center.
The special liaison officer coordinates
severe weather/flood information
between Victoria and the Corpus Christi
office.

When severe warnings are issued for
the Victoria area, the Corpus Christi
office calls the Victoria 911 dispatcher
immediately, who in turn, relays the
warnings to the local police, sheriff, and
fire department. The Corpus Christi
office also calls the Victoria Department
of Public Safety when warnings are
issued and faxes warning information to
the Calhoun County Emergency
Management Center.

Whenever thunderstorm activity
approaches Victoria County, an extra
meteorologist is called into the Corpus
Christi office. This meteorologist
coordinates warning information for the
Victoria area and ensures the Victoria
County Emergency Operations Center,
fire department, and TV25 Chief
Meteorologist are notified of severe
weather warnings.

The NWS is committed to providing
accurate and timely products and
services to the Victoria community for
the protection of life and property.

[FR Doc 99-26990 Filed 10-14-99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-KE-M

COMMITTEE FOR THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF TEXTILE
AGREEMENTS

Adjustment of Import Limits for Certain
Cotton, Wool, Man-Made Fiber, Silk
Blend and Other Vegetable Fiber
Textiles and Textile Products
Produced or Manufactured in
Indonesia

October 12, 1999.

AGENCY: Committee for the
Implementation of Textile Agreements
(CITA).

ACTION: Issuing a directive to the
Commissioner of Customs adjusting
limits.

EFFECTIVE DATE: October 19, 1999.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Janet Heinzen, International Trade
Specialist, Office of Textiles and
Apparel, U.S. Department of Commerce,
(202) 482-4212. For information on the
guota status of these limits, refer to the
Quota Status Reports posted on the
bulletin boards of each Customs port,
call (202) 927-5850, or refer to the U.S.
Customs website at http://
Www.customs.ustreas.gov. For
information on embargoes and quota re-
openings, call (202) 482-3715.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Authority: Section 204 of the Agricultural
Act of 1956, as amended (7 U.S.C. 1854);
Executive Order 11651 of March 3, 1972, as
amended.

The current limits for certain
categories are being adjusted for swing
and special shift.

A description of the textile and
apparel categories in terms of HTS
numbers is available in the
CORRELATION: Textile and Apparel
Categories with the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States (see
Federal Register notice 63 FR 71096,
published on December 23, 1998). Also
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