GPO,

55438

Federal Register/Vol. 64,

No. 197/Wednesday, October 13, 1999/Rules and Regulations

additional net sizes and styles has also
not taken place. One vessel is currently
collecting information on a Parker TED
with a modified panel, to determine
whether the modified panel excludes
more finfish bycatch. NMFS believes
that extending the approved use of the
Parker TED for an additional year will
allow additional information to be
collected for a better final decision. This
extension will allow fishermen
currently using Parker TEDs to continue
to do so and will give more time for
testing additional modifications. The
small number of fishermen using Parker
TEDs and the apparently high
effectiveness of the Parker TED mean
that this extension will not
unnecessarily impact sea turtles.

Request for Comments

NMFS is requesting input and will
accept written comments (see
ADDRESSES) on this interim final rule
until December 13, 1999. Any
comments, suggestions, or additional
data and information on this action will
be taken into consideration before a
final determination is made on a final
rule.

Classification

This action has been determined to be
not significant for purposes of Executive
Order 12866.

The Assistant Administrator for
Fisheries, NOAA (AA), finds that good
cause exists, under 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B), to
waive prior notice and an opportunity
for public comment on this rule. It is
impracticable and contrary to the public
interest to provide prior notice and
opportunity for comment because the
shrimp fishery is currently underway in
the offshore and eastern Gulf of Mexico
with virtually all of those shrimp
trawlers required to use TEDs. The
provisions of this rule allow those
fishermen the continued option of a soft
TED design, to comply with the TED
requirement. In addition, a small
number of fishermen are presently using
the Parker TED. This rule will allow
those fishermen to continue to use their
existing gear beyond October 12, 1999.
Otherwise, they would be forced to
remove their soft TEDs by that date and
replace them with hard TEDs. Because
this final rule does not create any new
regulatory burden, but instead relieves
regulatory restrictions by continuing an
additional option for complying with
existing sea turtle conservation
requirements, under 5 U.S.C. 553(d)(1)
it is not subject to a 30-day delay in
effective date.

Because prior notice and opportunity
for public comment are not required for
this rule by 5 U.S.C. 553, or any other

law, the analytical requirements of the
Regulatory Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601
et seq., are inapplicable.

The AA prepared an EA/RIR for the
April 13, 1998, interim final rule (63 FR
17948) that approved the use of the
Parker TED. The EA concluded that the
rule will have no significant impact on
the human environment. A copy of the
EA/RIR is available (see ADDRESSES).

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 223

Endangered and threatened species,
Exports, Imports, Marine mammals,
Transportation.

Dated: October 7, 1999.

Andrew A. Rosenberg,
Deputy Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

For the reasons set out in the
preamble, 50 CFR part 223 is amended
as follows:

PART 223—THREATENED MARINE
AND ANADROMOUS SPECIES

1. The authority citation for part 223
continues to read as follows:
Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1531 - 1543; subpart

B, §223.12 also issued under 16 U.S.C. 1361
et seq.

§223.207 [Amended]

2.1n §223.207, paragraph (c)
introductory text, remove the text
“October 13, 1999” and add in its place,
“October 13, 2000"".
[FR Doc. 99-26693 Filed 10-12-99; 8:45 am]
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National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 679

[Docket No. 990304063-9063-01; I.D.
100699B]

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Pollock by Vessels
Catching Pollock for Processing by the
Inshore Component in the Bering Sea
Subarea

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing for pollock by vessels catching
pollock for processing by the inshore
component in the Bering Sea subarea of
the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands
management area (BSAI). This action is

necessary to prevent exceeding the 1999
pollock total allowable catch (TAC)
specified to the inshore component in
the Bering Sea subarea of the BSAI.

DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.L.t.) October 6, 1999, until 2400
hrs, A.lL.t.,, December 31, 1999.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mary Furuness, 907-586-7228.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
BSAI according to the Fishery
Management Plan for the Groundfish
Fishery of the Bering Sea and Aleutian
Islands Area (FMP) prepared by the
North Pacific Fishery Management
Council under authority of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act.
Regulations governing fishing by U.S.
vessels in accordance with the FMP
appear at subpart H of 50 CFR part 600
and 50 CFR part 679.

In accordance with section 206(b)(1)
of the American Fisheries Act (AFA), 50
percent of the remainder of the pollock
TAC in the BSAI, after the subtraction
of the allocation to the pollock
Community Development Quota and the
subtraction of allowances for the
incidental catch of pollock by vessels
harvesting other groundfish species,
shall be allocated as a directed fishing
allowance to catcher vessels harvesting
pollock for processing by the inshore
component. Pursuant to the AFA, the
final 1999 amount of pollock allocated
as a directed fishing allowance for
processing by the inshore component of
the Bering Sea subarea is 423,187 metric
tons (64 FR 12103, March 11, 1999).

In accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(iii),
the Regional Administrator finds that
this directed fishing allowance soon
will be reached. Consequently, NMFS is
prohibiting directed fishing for pollock
by vessels catching pollock for
processing by the inshore component in
the Bering Sea subarea of the BSAI.

Maximum retainable bycatch amounts
may be found in the regulations at
§679.20(e) and (f).

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. It must be
implemented immediately in order to
prevent exceeding the final 1999
pollock TAC specified to the inshore
component in the Bering Sea subarea of
the BSAI. A delay in the effective date
is impracticable and contrary to the
public interest. NMFS finds for good
cause that the implementation of this
action cannot be delayed for 30 days.
Accordingly, under 5 U.S.C. 553(d), a
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delay in the effective date is hereby
waived.

This action is required by §679.20
and is exempt from review under E.O.
12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: October 6, 1999.
Bruce C. Morehead,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable

Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 99-26596 Filed 10-6-99; 4:42 pm]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-F
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