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living zebra fish embryo. The
instrument will also be used to train
graduate students and postdoctoral
fellows to carry out genetic research on
early vertebrate development using the
zebra fish as an experimental model
system. Application accepted by
Commissioner of Customs: September 9,
1999.

Frank W. Creel,

Director, Statutory Import Programs Staff.
[FR Doc. 99-25872 Filed 10-4-99; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: The National Institute of
Standards and Technology (NIST)
hereby announces the establishment of
a sub-program under the National
Voluntary Conformity Assessment
System Evaluation (NVCASE) program
to recognize bodies that accredit
certification bodies to certify products
related to telecommunications
equipment. The sub-program is being
established in accordance with NVCASE
regulations in response to a request from
a Federal Agency, the Federal
Communications Commission.
Accreditation bodies recognized by
NIST may then accredit certification
bodies to certify that specified
telecommunications equipment satisfies
designated foreign or domestic
government regulatory (i.e.,mandated)
requirements.

The action taken under this notice
addresses both generic and specific
NVCASE requirements pursuant to U.S.
Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) requirements under FCC Docket
98-68, requirements relating to the
telecommunications sector specified in
the U.S.-European Union (EU) Mutual
Recognition Agreement (MRA), and
requirements specified in the Asia
Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)
Mutual Recognition Arrangement for the
Conformity Assessment of
Telecommunications Equipment. If
MRSs covering telecommunications
equipment are negotiated between the
United States and another country or
region, additional specific requirements

may also be included under this
NVCASE activity.

Sub-program requirements have been
developed in accordance with NCVASE
Regulations and with public
consultation. Public input was obtained
at two open meetings on April 27 and
April 28, 1999 and from comments
received through May 30, 1999.

DATES: Applications will be accepted
beginning September 30, 1999.
ADDRESSES: Applications for recognition
may be obtained from, and returned to,
Robert L. Gladhill, NVCASE Program
Manager, NIST, 100 Bureau Drive,
Mailstop 2100, Gaithersburg, MD
20899-2100, by fax (301) 975-5414, or
email at robert.gladhill@nist.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Robert L. Gladhill, NVCASE Program
Manager, at NIST, 100 Bureau Drive,
Mailstop 2100, Gaithersburg, MD
20899-2100, telephone: (301) 9754273,
telefax: (301) 975-5414, email:
robert.gladhill@nist.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
NVCASE sub-program to recognize
bodies that accredit certification bodies
to certify telecommunications
equipment is being established in
accordance with the NVCASE
Regulations (15 CFR 286.2(b)(3)(ii)) and
in response to requirements as
described in FCC GEN Docket 98—68
(FCC 98-338), adopted on December 17,
1998, and FCC Public Notice DA 99—
1640, released August 17, 1999. This
sub-program also supports NIST’s
responsibilities as a designating
authority for the United States in both
the Telecommunication Equipment
Sectoral Annex of the U.S./EU MRA
(which may be located at http://
www.iep.doc.gov/mra/mra.htm) and the
APEC MRA for Conformity Assessment
of Telecommunications Equipment
(which may be located at http://
www.apii.or.kr/telwg/mraTG/mraTG-
frame.html).

As referenced in this notice,
telecommunications equipment covers
network terminal attachment and other
equipment subject to
telecommunications regulations,
including wire and wireless equipment,
transmitters, and terrestrial and satellite
equipment, whether or not connected to
a Public Telecommunications Network.

Generic and specific requirements for
this NVCASE sub-program have been
established in accordance with NVCASE
regulations (15 CFR 286.5). Public input
on the establishment of sub-program
requirements was received during two
workshops held at the Department of
Commerce on April 27 and 28, 1999.
These workshops were announced in
the Federal Register on March 19, 1999

(64 FR 13543). Follow-up comments
from the public were accepted through
May 30, 1999.

NIST will apply the generic
requirements contained in the
International Organization for
Standardization/International
Electrotechnical Commission (ISO/IEC)
Guide 61—"General Requirements for
Assessment and Accreditation of
Certification/Registration Bodies,” to all
applicant accreditation bodies.
Certification bodies applying to
recognized accreditation bodies are to
be assessed against the requirements of
ISO/IEC Guide 65—*‘General
Requirements for Bodies Operating
Product Certification Systems.” These
generic requirements will be
supplemented by specific requirements
contained in individual NVCASE
program handbooks, available on
request from NIST.

For the FCC Telecommunications
Certification Body (TCB) program,
established in FCC Docket 98-68, NIST
will apply requirements contained in
the Docket and information published
subsequently by the FCC. The FCC TCB
programs requires that TCBs be
accredited to both ISO/IEC Guide 65—
“General Requirements for the
Competence of Testing and Calibration
Laboratories.” The FCC has determined
that a prospective TCB which is already
accredited to ISO/IEC Guide 25 by
NIST’s National VVoluntary Laboratory
Accreditation Program (NVLAP), the
American Association for Laboratory
Accreditation (A2LA), or another
recognized body will not have to obtain
another Guide 25 accreditation,
provided that the equipment it certifies
is covered by the scope of its
accreditation.

Organizations seeking to operate as
Conformity Assessment Bodies (CABs)
for the purposes of certifying products
relating to telecommunications
equipment covered under the provisions
of the U.S.-EU MRA and APEC MRA
must be accredited to ISO/IEC Guide 65;
however, they are not presently required
to be accredited to ISO/IEC Guide 25.
Both the U.S.—-EU MRA and APEC MRA
(Phase I) also provide for a separate role
for testing laboratories accredited to
ISO/IEC Guide 25 for specific test
methods. A separate NVCASE sub-
program to recognize accreditors of
testing laboratories is also being
established to meet this requirement.

As stated in the NVCASE regulations
(15 CFR 286.4), the NVCASE program is
operated on a cost reimbursable basis. It
is open for voluntary participation by
any U.S.-based body that conducts
activities relating to conformity
assessment falling within the program’s
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scope. Pursuant to this notice, NIST will
accept applications from accreditation
bodies that are interested in being
recognized to accredit certification
bodies under the FCC TCB program, the
telecommunications equipment sectoral
annex of the U.S./EU MRA or the APEC
MRA if they meet the above criteria.
Prospective accreditation bodies must
submit a complete application and
required fees by October 30, 1999 in
order to be included in the initial group
to be evaluated.

Accreditation bodies seeking
recognition for the purposes of the FCC
TCB program may begin accepting
applications from candidate TCBs
immediately. To ensure fairness in the
process, initial applications to become a
TCB will be handled as a group. All
such applications filed and accepted by
November 15, 1999 by an accreditation
body which has applied to NIST for
recognition will be handled in the first
group of TCBs. Applications received
subsequently will be considered on an
as-received basis for evaluation after the
initial group of applicants has been
considered.

The evaluation of the first group of
accreditation bodies applying for
NVCASE recognition will begin on or
about November 15, 1999. All
accreditation bodies that have submitted
a complete application and required
fees to NIST by October 30, 1999, will
be included in this initial group.
Applications received subsequently will
be considered on an as-received basis
for evaluation after the initial group of
applicants has been considered.

NIST expects to announce recognition
of qualified accreditation bodies on or
about March 1, 2000. At about the same
time, NIST also expects to identify and
list an initial group of qualified
certifiers for each of the areas noted.
Certifiers listed under the provisions of
the telecommunications equipment
sectoral annex of the U.S./EU MRA or
under the APEC MRA will be
designated by NIST as conformity
assessment bodies. Certifiers listed
under the provisions of FCC Docket 98—
68 will be nominated to the FCC for
designation as TCBs.

Notwithstanding any other provision
of law, no person is required to respond
nor shall a person be subject to a
penalty for failure to comply with a
collection of information subject to the
requirements of the Paperwork
Reduction Act unless that collection of
information displays a currently valid
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) Control Number. This notice
involves a collection of information
approved under OMB Control No. 0693—
0019.

Dated: September 29, 1999.
Karen H. Brown,
Deputy Director.
[FR Doc. 99-25748 Filed 10-4-99; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Advisory Committee to
the U.S. Section to ICCAT will hold its
annual fall meeting on October 24-26,
1999.

DATES: The open sessions will be held
on October 24, 1999, from 12:15 p.m. to
6:00 p.m. and October 25, 1999, from
8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Closed sessions
will be held on October 25, 1999, from
2:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. and on October
26, 1999, from 8:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Written comments should be received
no later than October 20, 1999.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Holiday Inn, 8777 Georgia Avenue,
Silver Spring, MD. Written comments
should be sent to Kim Blankenbeker,
Executive Secretary to the Advisory
Committee, NOAA - Fisheries/SF4, 1315
East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD
20910.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Patrick E. Moran, (301) 713-2276.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Advisory Committee to the U.S. Section
to ICCAT will meet in two open
sessions to consider information on
stock status of highly migratory species
and 1999 management
recommendations of ICCAT’s Standing
Committee on Research and Statistics.
Also in the open sessions, the Advisory
Committee will review the results of
recent meetings including: ICCAT
working group meetings on allocation
criteria, the precautionary approach,
and bycatch; Advisory Committee
regional meetings; and the Committee’s
1999 minimum size workshop. The
Committee will also discuss other
ICCAT-related activities. Furthermore,
the Committee will review the
implementation of 1998 and prior
ICCAT recommendations and

resolutions and will receive an overview
of implementation of recommendations
for research and management resulting
from its Spring 1999 Species Working
Group meeting. Both sessions will be
open to the public; however, the
October 24, 1999, session will be the
only opportunity for public comment.
Written comments are encouraged and,
if mailed, should be received by October
20, 1999 (see ADDRESSES). Written
comments can also be submitted during
the open sessions of the Advisory
Committee meeting.

The Advisory Committee will go into
executive session for the afternoon
session of October 25, 1999, and for the
entire October 26 session to discuss
sensitive information. These sessions
are not open to the public.

The public is reminded that NMFS
expects members of the public to
conduct themselves appropriately for
the duration of the meeting. At the
beginning of the public comment
session, an appropriate representative
will explain the ground rules (e.g.,
alcohol in the meeting room is
prohibited, attendees will be called to
give their comments in the order in
which they registered to speak, each
attendee will have an equal amount of
time to speak, and attendees should not
interrupt one another). The appropriate
representative will attempt to structure
the session so that all attending
members of the public are able to
comment, if they so choose, regardless
of the degree of controversy of the
subject(s). Attendees are expected to
respect the ground rules, and if they do
not, they will be asked to leave the
meeting.

Special Accommodations

The meeting locations are physically
accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to Patrick E. Moran
at (301) 713-2276 at least 7 days prior
to the meeting date.

Dated: September 30, 1999.

Bruce C. Morehead,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 99-25866 Filed 10-4-99; 8:45 am]
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