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projected to produce the highest level of
ridership, increased levels of mode
choice, and congestion relief on both
local arterials and I–84.

II. Probable Effects

The FTA and the CTDOT will
evaluate all significant environmental,
social and economic impacts of the
alternatives analyzed in the EIS.
Primary environmental issues include:
station location and community
impacts, construction impacts, visual/
aesthetic impacts and bicycle/
pedestrian access. In addition, the EIS
will evaluate issues raised through a
continuation of the scoping process
begun under the MIS. Measures to
mitigate any significant adverse impact
will be developed. Throughout the EIS
phase, the CTDOT will seek public
input through meetings and hearings,
newsletters and cable news, to further
define the issues and impacts of
alternatives.

Issued on: August 31, 1999.
Richard H. Doyle,
Regional Administrator.
[FR Doc. 99–23005 Filed 9–2–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–57–M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration

Petition for Exemption from the
Federal Motor Vehicle Motor Theft
Prevention Standard; Nissan

AGENCY: National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA),
Department of Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Grant of petition for exemption.

SUMMARY: This notice grants in full the
petition of Nissan North America, Inc.
(Nissan) for an exemption of a high-theft
line (whose nameplate is confidential)
from the parts-marking requirements of
the Federal motor vehicle theft
prevention standard. This petition is
granted because the agency has
determined that the antitheft device to
be placed on the line as standard
equipment is likely to be as effective in
reducing and deterring motor vehicle
theft as compliance with the parts-
marking requirements of the Theft
Prevention Standard. Nissan requested
confidential treatment for its
information and attachments submitted
in support of its petition. In a letter to
Nissan dated August 5, 1999, the agency
granted the petitioner’s request for
confidential treatment of most aspects of
its petition.

DATES: The exemption granted by this
notice is effective beginning with the
(confidential) model year.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Henrietta L. Spinner, Office of Planning
and Consumer Programs, NHTSA, 400
Seventh Street, SW., Washington D.C.
20590. Ms. Spinner’s phone number is
(202) 366–4802. Her fax number is (202)
493–2290.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In a
petition dated July 6, 1999, Nissan
North America, Inc. (Nissan), requested
exemption from the parts-marking
requirements of the theft prevention
standard for a motor vehicle line. The
nameplate of the line and the model
year of introduction are confidential.
The petition requested an exemption
from parts-marking pursuant to 49 CFR
part 543, Exemption from Vehicle Theft
Prevention Standard, based on the
installation of an antitheft device as
standard equipment for the entire
vehicle line.

Nissan’s submittal is considered a
complete petition, as required by 49
CFR 543.7, in that it meets the general
requirements contained in § 543.5 and
the specific content requirements of
§ 543.6. Nissan requested confidential
treatment for the information submitted
in support of its petition. In a letter
dated August 5, 1999, the agency
granted the petitioner’s request for
confidential treatment of most aspects of
its petition.

In its petition, Nissan provided a
detailed description and diagram of the
identity, design, and location of the
components of the antitheft device for
the new line. This antitheft device
includes an engine-immobilizer system.
The antitheft device is activated by
turning the ignition switch to the ‘‘OFF’’
position using the proper ignition key.

In order to ensure the reliability and
durability of the device, Nissan
conducted tests based on its own
specified standards. Nissan provided a
detailed list of tests conducted and
believes that its device is reliable and
durable since the device complied with
its specified requirements for each test.

Nissan compared the device proposed
for its vehicle line with devices which
NHTSA has determined to be as
effective in reducing and deterring
motor vehicle theft as would
compliance with the parts-marking
requirements. Nissan stated that its
proposed device, as well as other
comparable devices that have received
full exemptions from the parts-marking
requirements, lacks an audible and
visible alarm. Therefore, these devices
cannot perform one of the functions
listed in 49 CFR 543.6(a)(3), that is, to

call attention to unauthorized attempts
to enter or move the vehicle. However,
theft data have indicated a decline in
theft rates for vehicle lines that have
been equipped with antitheft devices
similar to that which Nissan proposes.
In these instances, the agency has
concluded that the lack of a visual or
audible alarm has not prevented these
antitheft devices from being effective
protection against theft.

On the basis of this comparison,
Nissan has concluded that the antitheft
device proposed for its vehicle line is no
less effective than those devices in the
lines for which NHTSA has already
granted full exemption from the parts-
marking requirements.

Based on the evidence submitted by
Nissan, the agency believes that the
antitheft device for the Nissan vehicle
line is likely to be as effective in
reducing and deterring motor vehicle
theft as compliance with the parts-
marking requirements of the Theft
Prevention Standard (49 CFR part 541).

The agency concludes that the device
will provide four of the five types of
performance listed in § 543.6(a)(3):
Promoting activation; preventing defeat
or circumvention of the device by
unauthorized persons; preventing
operation of the vehicle by
unauthorized entrants; and ensuring the
reliability and durability of the device.

As required by 49 U.S.C. 33106 and
49 CFR Part 543.6(a)(4) and (5), the
agency finds that Nissan has provided
adequate reasons for its belief that the
antitheft device will reduce and deter
theft. This conclusion is based on the
information Nissan provided about its
device, much of which is confidential.
This confidential information included
a description of reliability and
functional tests conducted by Nissan for
the anti-theft device and its
components.

For the foregoing reasons, the agency
hereby grants in full Nissan’s petition
for exemption for the vehicle line from
the parts-marking requirements of 49
CFR Part 541. The agency notes that 49
CFR Part 541, Appendix A–1, identifies
those lines that are exempted from the
Theft Prevention Standard for a given
model year. Advanced listing, including
the release of future product
nameplates, is necessary in order to
notify law enforcement agencies of new
models exempted from the parts-
marking requirements of the Theft
Prevention Standard. Therefore, since
Nissan has been granted confidential
treatment for its vehicle line, the
confidential status of the vehicle line
will be protected until the introduction
of its vehicle line into the market place.
At that time, Appendix A–1 will be
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revised to reflect the nameplate of
Nissan’s exempted vehicle line.

If Nissan decides not to use the
exemption for this line, it should
formally notify the agency. If such a
decision is made, the line must be fully
marked according to the requirements
under 49 CFR Parts 541.5 and 541.6
(marking of major component parts and
replacement parts).

NHTSA notes that if Nissan wishes in
the future to modify the device on
which this exemption is based, the
company may have to submit a petition
to modify the exemption. Part 543.7(d)
states that a Part 543 exemption applies
only to vehicles that belong to a line
exempted under this part and equipped
with the antitheft device on which the
line’s exemption is based. Further,
§ 543.9(c)(2) provides for the submission
of petitions ‘‘to modify an exemption to
permit the use of an antitheft device
similar to but differing from the one
specified in that exemption.’’

The agency wishes to minimize the
administrative burden that Part
543.9(c)(2) could place on exempted
vehicle manufacturers and itself. The
agency did not intend in drafting Part
543 to require the submission of a
modification petition for every change
to the components or design of an
antitheft device. The significance of
many such changes could be de
minimis. Therefore, NHTSA suggests
that if the manufacturer contemplates
making any changes the effects of which
might be characterized as de minimis, it
should consult the agency before
preparing and submitting a petition to
modify.

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 33106; delegation of
authority at 49 CFR 1.50.

Issued on: August 30, 1999.
L. Robert Shelton,
Associate Administrator for Safety
Performance Standards.
[FR Doc. 99–23052 Filed 9–2–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–59–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Bureau of Transportation Statistics

[Docket No. BTS–99–5889]

Motor Carrier Financial and Operating
Information; Requests for Exemptions
From Public Release of Reports

AGENCY: Bureau of Transportation
Statistics, DOT.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: Class I and Class II motor
carriers of property and household
goods are required to file annual and

quarterly reports with the Bureau of
Transportation Statistics (BTS). As
provided by statute, carriers may
request that their reports be withheld
from public release. BTS has received
about 25 requests covering the 1998
annual report, many of which also
requested an exemption from public
release of the 1999 quarterly reports.
BTS invites comments on these
requests.
DATES: Comments must be submitted by
October 4, 1999.
ADDRESSES: Please direct comments to
the Docket Clerk, Docket No. BTS–99–
5889, Department of Transportation, 400
Seventh Street, SW., Room PL–401,
Washington, DC 20590, from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m., Monday through Friday, except
Federal holidays.

Comments should identify the docket
number and be submitted in duplicate
to the address listed above. Commenters
wishing the Department to acknowledge
receipt of their comments must submit
with those comments a self-addressed
stamped postcard on which the
following statement is made: Comments
on Docket BTS–99–5889. The Docket
Clerk will date stamp the postcard and
mail it back to the commenter.

If you wish to file comments using the
Internet, you may use the U.S. DOT
Dockets Management System website at
http://dms.dot.gov. Please follow the
instructions online for more
information.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
David Mednick, K–1, Bureau of
Transportation Statistics, 400 Seventh
Street, SW., Washington, DC 20590;
(202) 366–8871; fax: (202) 366–3640; e-
mail: david.mednick@bts.gov.
SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION:

I. Electronic Access

You can download an electronic copy
of this document using a modem and
suitable communications software from
the Federal Register Electronic Bulletin
Board Service at (202) 512–1661. If you
have access to the Internet, you can
obtain an electronic copy at http://
www.bts.gov/mcs/rulemaking.htm.

II. Background

Under 49 U.S.C. 14123 and its
implementing regulations at 49 CFR part
1420, BTS collects financial and
operating information from for-hire
motor carriers of property and
household goods. The data are collected
on annual Form M, filed by Class I and
Class II carriers, and quarterly Form
QFR, filed only by Class I carriers. The
data are used by the Department of
Transportation, other federal agencies,
motor carriers, shippers, industry

analysts, labor unions, segments of the
insurance industry, investment analysts,
and the consultants and data vendors
that support these users. Among the
uses of the data are: (1) Developing the
U.S. national accounts and preparing
the quarterly estimates of the Gross
Domestic Product, which help us better
understand the U.S. economy and the
motor carrier industry’s role in it; (2)
measuring the performance of the for-
hire motor carrier industry and
segments within it; (3) monitoring
carrier safety; (4) benchmarking carrier
performance; and (5) analyzing motor
carrier safety and productivity.

Generally, all data are made publicly
available. A carrier can, however,
request that its report be withheld from
public release, as provided for by
statute, 49 U.S.C. 14123(c)(2), and its
implementing regulations, 49 CFR
1420.9. BTS will grant a request upon a
proper showing that the carrier is not a
publicly held corporation or that the
carrier is not subject to financial
reporting requirements of the Securities
and Exchange Commission, and that the
exemption is necessary to avoid
competitive harm and to avoid the
disclosure of information that qualifies
as trade secret or privileged or
confidential information under 5 U.S.C.
552(b)(4). The carrier must submit a
written request containing supporting
information. BTS must receive the
request by the report’s due date, unless
it is postmarked by the due date or there
are extenuating circumstances. Requests
covering the quarterly reports must be
received by the due date of the annual
report which relates to the prior year.

In accordance with our regulations,
after each due date of each annual
report BTS then publishes a notice, such
as this one, in the Federal Register
requesting comments on any requests its
receives. After considering the requests
and comments, BTS will make a
decision to grant or deny each request
no later than 90 days after the request’s
due date. While a decision is pending,
BTS will not publicly release the report
except as allowed under 49 CFR
1420.10(c).

III. Request for Comments
BTS invites comments on the requests

for exemption from public release it has
received. These requests cover the 1998
annual report and some also cover the
1999 quarterly reports. The comments
should be made within the context of
the governing regulations at 49 CFR
1420.9, which are published in the
Federal Register on March 23, 1999 (64
FR 13916). The carriers that have
pending requests that we invite your
comments on are:
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