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bases of the contention and a concise
statement of the alleged facts or expert
opinion which support the contention
and on which the petitioner intends to
rely in proving the contention at the
hearing. The petitioner must also
provide references to those specific
sources and documents of which the
petitioner is aware and on which the
petitioner intends to rely to establish
those facts or expert opinion. Petitioner
must provide sufficient information to
show that a genuine dispute exists with
the applicant on a material issue of law
or fact. Contentions shall be limited to
matters within the scope of the
amendments under consideration. The
contention must be one which, if
proven, would entitle the petitioner to
relief. A petitioner who fails to file such
a supplement which satisfies these
requirements with respect to at least one
contention will not be permitted to
participate as a party.

Those permitted to intervene become
parties to the proceeding, subject to any
limitations in the order granting leave to
intervene, and have the opportunity to
participate fully in the conduct of the
hearing, including the opportunity to
present evidence and cross-examine
witnesses.

If the amendments are issued before
the expiration of the 30-day hearing
period, the Commission will make a
final determination on the issue of no
significant hazards consideration. If a
hearing is requested, the final
determination will serve to decide when
the hearing is held.

If the final determination is that the
amendment requests involve no
significant hazards consideration, the
Commission may issue the amendments
and make them immediately effective,
notwithstanding the request for a
hearing. Any hearing held would take
place after issuance of the amendments.

If the final determination is that the
amendment requests involve a
significant hazards consideration, any
hearing held would take place before
the issuance of any amendments.

A request for a hearing or a petition
for leave to intervene must be filed with
the Secretary of the Commission, US
Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
Washington, DC 20555-0001, Attention:
Rulemakings and Adjudications Staff, or
may be delivered to the Commission’s
Public Document Room, the Gelman
Building, 2120 L Street, NW,
Washington, DC, by the above date. A
copy of the petition should also be sent
to the Office of the General Counsel, US
Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
Washington, DC 20555-0001, and to J.
W. Durham, Sr., Esquire, Sr. VP and
General Counsel, PECO Energy

Company, 2301 Market Street,
Philadelphia, PA 19101, attorney for the
licensee.

Nontimely filings of petitions for
leave to intervene, amended petitions,
supplemental petitions and/or requests
for hearing will not be entertained
absent a determination by the
Commission, the presiding officer or the
presiding Atomic Safety and Licensing
Board that the petition and/or request
should be granted based upon a
balancing of the factors specified in 10
CFR 2.714(a)(1)(i)—(v) and 2.714(d).

For further details with respect to this
action, see the application for
amendments dated August 6, 1999,
which is available for public inspection
at the Commission’s Public Document
Room, the Gelman Building, 2120 L
Street, NW, Washington, DC, and at the
local public document room, located at
the Government Publications Section,
State Library of Pennsylvania, (Regional
Depository) Education Building, Walnut
Street and Commonwealth Avenue, Box
1601, Harrisburg, PA 17105.

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 9th day
of August 1999.

For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
Bartholomew C. Buckley,

Senior Project Manager, Section 2, Project
Directorate I, Division of Licensing Project
Management, Office of Nuclear Reactor
Regulation.

[FR Doc. 99-21053 Filed 8-12-99; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 7590-01-P

NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION

[Docket No. 50-259]

Tennessee Valley Authority; (Browns
Ferry Nuclear Plant Unit 1); Exemption

The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA
or the licensee) is the holder of Facility
Operating License No. DPR-33 for
operation of the Browns Ferry Nuclear
Plant (BFN) Unit 1. The license
provides, among other things, that the
licensee is subject to all rules,
regulations, and orders of the US
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(Commission or NRC) now or hereafter
in effect.

BFN is a boiling-water reactor located
in Limestone County, Alabama.

By letter dated February 2, 1999, TVA
submitted a request for exemption from
certain requirements in Title 10 of the
Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR).
10 CFR 50.65(a)(1) requires, in part, that
holders of operating licenses granted

under 10 CFR 50.21(b) or 10 CFR 50.22
shall monitor the performance or
condition of structures, systems, or
components (SSCs) against licensee-
established goals to provide reasonable
assurance that such SSCs as defined in
paragraph (b) are capable of fulfilling
their intended functions. Such goals
shall be established commensurate with
safety and, where practical, take into
account industry-wide operating
experience. When the performance or
condition of a structure, system, or
component does not meet established
goals, appropriate corrective action shall
be taken. Additionally, paragraph (b) of
the rule, states that, ““The scope of the
monitoring program specified in
paragraph (a)(1) of this section shall
include safety related and non-safety
related structures, systems, and
components as follows:

(1) Safety related structures, systems,
and components that are relied upon to
remain functional during and following
design basis events to ensure the
integrity of the reactor coolant pressure
boundary, the capability to shut down
the reactor and maintain it in a safe
shutdown condition, or the capability to
prevent or mitigate the consequences of
accidents that could result in potential
offsite exposure comparable to the
guidelines in (subsection) 50.34(a)(1) or
(subsection) 100.11 of this chapter, as
applicable.”

“(2) Non-safety related structures,
systems, or components: (i) That are
relied upon to mitigate accidents or
transients or are used in plant
emergency operating procedures (EOPS);
or (ii) Whose failure could prevent
safety related structures, systems, or
components from fulfilling their safety
related function; or (iii) Whose failure
could cause a reactor scram or actuation
of a safety related system.”

Section 50.12(a) of 10 CFR, “‘Specific
exemptions,” states that:

The Commission may, upon application by
any interested person, or upon its own
initiative, grant exemptions from the
requirements of the regulations of this part,
which are (1) Authorized by law, will not
present an undue risk to the public health
and safety, and are consistent with the
common defense and security. (2) The
Commission will not consider granting an
exemption unless special circumstances are
present.

Section 50.12(a)(2)(ii) of 10 CFR states
that special circumstances are present
when “Application of the regulation in
the particular circumstances would not
serve the underlying purpose of the rule
or is not necessary to achieve the
underlying purpose of the rule. . . .

”
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The licensee’s request for exemption
under the special circumstances of 10
CFR 50.12(a)(2)(ii) was found to be
appropriate. Application of the
regulation is not necessary to achieve
the underlying purpose of the rule for
the reasons stated in the staff Safety
Evaluation, dated August 9, 1999.
Pursuant to 10 CFR 51.32, the
Commission has determined that
granting of this exemption will have no
significant effect on the quality of the
human environment (64 FR 43228).

This exemption is effective upon issuance.

Dated at Rockville, MD, this 9th day of
August 1999.

For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
Suzanne C. Black,

Deputy Director, Division of Licensing Project
Management, Office of Nuclear Reactor
Regulation.

[FR Doc. 99-21054 Filed 8-12-99; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 7590-01-P

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND
BUDGET

OMB Circular A-127, “Financial
Management Systems”

AGENCY: Office of Management and
Budget, Executive Office of the
President.

ACTION: Final revision.

SUMMARY: The Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) is adopting the
interim final revision to OMB Circular
A-127, “Financial Management
Systems,” that changes the process for
acquiring software to meet core
financial system requirements by
eliminating the restriction to only
acquire the software and related services
from the FMSS Schedule, and to
provide for software testing that is
independent of the procurement
process. These changes will result in the
revision of Sections 8d and 9b, as well
as adding a new Section 9a(3) and 9c.
These changes are shown below.

DATES: Effective September 13, 1999.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Jean
Holcombe, Federal Financial Systems
Branch, Office of Federal Financial
Management, Office of Management and
Budget, (202) 395-3993. The revisions
to the Circular are available on the OMB
Home Page at http://
www.whitehouse.gov/OMB.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: OnJuly 1,
1999 (64 FR 35701), the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) issued
an interim final revision to OMB
Circular A-127, “Financial Management
Systems.”” The interim final revision
made changes to Sections 8d and 9b, as

well as adding a new Section 9a(3) and
9c to Circular A-127, in order to
eliminate the restriction to only acquire
the software and related services from
the FMSS Schedule, and to provide for
software testing that is independent of
the procurement process. No comments
were received in response to the interim
final revision. Accordingly, OMB is
adopting in final form, without change,
the interim final revision to Circular A—
127 which was published at 64 FR
35701 onJuly 1, 1999.

Issued in Washington, DC, August 9, 1999.
Norwood J. Jackson, Jr.,
Acting Controller.

OMB Revises Circular A-127 as
Follows

1. Section 8d of the current Circular
should be deleted in its entirety and
replaced with the following:

8d(1). Use of ““Off-the-Shelf”
Software. Agencies replacing software to
meet core financial system requirements
are required to use the GSA FMSS
Multiple Award Schedule until its
expiration on September 30, 1999. As of
October 1, 1999 agencies replacing
software to meet core financial system
requirements are no longer required to
use the GSA FMSS Multiple Award
Schedule; they must use “‘off-the-shelf”
software that has been tested and
certified through the JFMIP software
certification process as meeting JFMIP
Core Financial Management System
Requirements. Agencies may purchase
this software using the strategy and
procurement vehicle they believe will
best enable them to meet their needs in
a timely and effective manner following
the competition requirements associated
with the procurement vehicle being
used to conduct the acquisition.

In addition, agencies will notify
JFMIP that a core financial management
software procurement is planned—
preferably prior to, or in the early
phases of, acquisition planning. JFMIP
will electronically post a public message
to permit interested certified system
vendors to market agencies. The sole
purpose of this message is to facilitate
agency market research. This message is
not intended to, and shall not, serve as
an invitation for offerors to submit bids,
proposals, or quotes.

OMB policy pertaining to using ‘““off-
the-shelf” software is contained in OMB
Circular A-130 and must be followed
when replacing financial management
systems.

8d(2). Software Certification Testing.
“Off-the-shelf” software will be tested to
ensure that it meets core financial
system requirements as defined in the
Core Financial System Requirements

document published by JFMIP. JFMIP
will coordinate the testing process and
issue software certifications.
Information on the details of the
certification testing process and its
results will be available to any
interested Federal agency for any
certified software package.

2. A new section 9a(3) is being added
to the current Circular as follows:

9a.(3). Notify JFMIP on Plans to
Acquire Core Financial System
Software. Agencies shall notify JFMIP
on plans to acquire software supporting
core financial system functions.

3. Section 9b of the current Circular
is revised to read as follows:

9b. GSA Responsibilities. GSA is
responsible for continuing to support
existing contracts under the FMSS
Schedule until their completion. GSA
also will make procurement vehicles
available to agencies for acquiring
software which has been certified
according to the processes in Section
8d(2).

4. A new Section 9c is being added
and will read as follows:

9c. JFMIP Responsibilities. JFMIP will
establish processes for testing *‘off-the-
shelf” software supporting core
financial system requirements which
include:

—Developing and administering the
certification test.

—Notifying GSA when a software
package successfully completes the
certification test.

—Providing interested parties with
information on the core financial system
requirements and their related testing
scenarios.

—Providing interested parties with
details on the results of the certification
tests for certified software packages.

—Posting a public notice on planned
core financial system procurements.

[FR Doc. 99-20930 Filed 8-12-99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3110-01-P

PENSION BENEFIT GUARANTY
CORPORATION

Interest Assumption for Determining
Variable-Rate Premium; Interest
Assumptions for Multiemployer Plan
Valuations Following Mass Withdrawal

AGENCY: Pension Benefit Guaranty
Corporation.
ACTION: Notice of interest rates and
assumptions.

SUMMARY: This notice informs the public
of the interest rates and assumptions to
be used under certain Pension Benefit
Guaranty Corporation regulations. These
rates and assumptions are published
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