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additional criteria established by the
Small Business Administration (SBA).

5. Below, we further describe and
estimate the number of small entities
that may be affected by the proposals in
this Further NPRM, if adopted.

6. The most reliable source of
information regarding the total numbers
of certain common carrier and related
providers nationwide, as well as the
numbers of commercial wireless
entities, appears to be data the
Commission publishes annually in its
Telecommunications Industry Revenue
report, regarding the
Telecommunications Relay Service
(TRS). According to data in the most
recent report, there are 3,459 interstate
carriers. These carriers include, inter
alia, local exchange carriers (LECs),
wireline carriers and service providers,
interexchange carriers, competitive
access providers, operator service
providers, pay telephone operators,
providers of telephone toll service,
providers of telephone exchange
service, and resellers.

7. The SBA has defined
establishments engaged in providing
‘‘Telephone Communications, Except
Radiotelephone’’ to be small businesses
when they have no more than 1,500
employees. Below, we discuss the total
estimated number of telephone
companies and small businesses in this
category, and we then attempt to refine
further those estimates.

8. Although some affected incumbent
LEC may have 1,500 or fewer
employees, we do not believe that such
entities should be considered small
entities within the meaning of the RFA
because they are either dominant in
their field of operations or are not
independently owned and operated, and
therefore by definition not ‘‘small
entities’’ or ‘‘small business concerns’’
under the RFA. Accordingly, our use of
the terms ‘‘small entities’’ and ‘‘small
businesses’’ does not encompass small
incumbent LECs. Out of an abundance
of caution, however, for regulatory
flexibility analysis purposes, we will
separately consider small incumbent
LECs within this analysis and use the
term ‘‘small incumbent LECs’’ to refer to
any incumbent LECs that arguably
might be defined by the SBA as ‘‘small
business concerns.’’

9. Local Exchange Carriers. Neither
the Commission nor the SBA has
developed a definition for small LECs.
The closest applicable definition under
the SBA rules is for telephone
communications companies other than
radiotelephone (wireless) companies.
According to the most recent
Telecommunications Industry Revenue
data, 1,371 carriers reported that they

were engaged in the provision of local
exchange services. We do not have data
specifying the number of these carriers
that are either dominant in their field of
operations, are not independently
owned and operated, or have more than
1,500 employees, and thus are unable at
this time to estimate with greater
precision the number of LECs that
would qualify as small business
concerns under the SBA’s definition.
Consequently, we estimate that fewer
than 1,371 providers of local exchange
service are small entities or small
incumbent LECs that may be affected by
the proposed rules, if adopted.

10. Competitive LECs. Neither the
Commission nor SBA has developed a
definition of small entities specifically
applicable to providers of competitive
LECs. The closest applicable definition
under the SBA rules is for telephone
communications companies except
radiotelephone (wireless) companies.
The most reliable source of information
regarding the number of competitive
LECs nationwide is the data that we
collect annually in connection with the
TRS Worksheet. According the most
recent Telecommunications Industry
Revenue data, 109 companies reported
that they were engaged in the provision
of either competitive local exchange
service or competitive access service,
which are placed together in the data.
We do not have information on the
number of carriers that are not
independently owned and operated, nor
have more than 1,500 employees, and
thus are unable at this time to estimate
with greater precision the number of
competitive LECs that would qualify as
small business concerns under the SBA
definition. Consequently, we estimate
that there are fewer than 109 small
competitive LECs or competitive access
providers.

IV. Description of Projected Reporting,
Recordkeeping and Other Compliance
Requirements

11. We were unable to gather a
sufficient record on the development of
rules relating to procedures for
equipment testing and compliance, so
we seek additional comments on this
issue. We are seeking comments on
whether the Commission should
establish rules for deployment of central
office equipment similar to those set
forth in Part 68 of our rules. We also ask
commenters to address whether the
Commisison should be involved with
the actual testing and compliance
procedures or whether the industry is
better suited to serve this function
through the use of independent and
accredited labs. We ask commenters to
address any additional measures the

Commission could take to ensure that
spectrum compatibility and
management concerns are resolved in a
fair and expeditious manner. We seek
comment on the level of demand for
line sharing, and on technical and
operational obstacles to sharing a single
loop between two service providers.

V. Significant Alternatives to Proposed
Rule Which Minimize Significant
Economic Impact on Small Entities and
Small Incumbent LECs, and Accomplish
Stated Objectives

12. In this Further NPRM, we seek to
develop a record sufficient enough to
adequately address issues related to
developing long-term standards and
practices for spectral compatibility and
management. In addressing these issues,
we seek to ensure that competing
carriers, including small entity carriers,
obtain access to inputs necessary to the
provision of advanced services. We
tentatively conclude that our proposals
in the Further NPRM would impose
minimum burdens on small entities. We
seek comment on these proposals and
the impact they may have on small
entities.

VI. Federal Rules that May Duplicate,
Overlap, or Conflict with the Proposed
Rule

13. None.

[FR Doc. 99–10833 Filed 4–29–99; 8:45 am]
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[MM Docket No. 99–125, RM–9542]

Radio Broadcasting Services;
Huntington, UT

AGENCY: Federal Communications
Commission.
ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: This document requests
comments on a petition filed by
Mountain West Broadcasting proposing
the allotment of Channel 296C2 at
Huntington, Utah, as the community’s
first local broadcast service. The
channel can be allotted to Huntington
without a site restriction at coordinates
39–19–36 NL and 110–57–50 WL.
DATES: Comments must be filed on or
before June 14, 1999, and reply
comments on or before June 29, 1999.
ADDRESSES: Federal Communications
Commission, Washington, DC. 20554. In
addition to filing comments with the
FCC, interested parties should serve the
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petitioner, as follows: Victor A. Michael,
President, Mountain West Broadcasting,
6807 Foxglove Drive, Cheyenne,
Wyoming 82009.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kathleen Scheuerle, Mass Media
Bureau, (202) 418–2180.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This is a
summary of the Commission’s Notice of
Proposed Rule Making, MM Docket No.
99–125, adopted April 14, 1999, and
released April 22, 1999. The full text of
this Commission decision is available
for inspection and copying during
normal business hours in the
Commission’s Reference Center, 445
Twelfth Street, SW, Washington, DC.
The complete text of this decision may
also be purchased from the
Commission’s copy contractors,
International Transcription Services,
Inc., 1231 20th Street, NW.,
Washington, DC. 20036, (202) 857–3800,
facsimile (202) 857–3805.

Provisions of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act of 1980 do not apply to
this proceeding.

Members of the public should note
that from the time a Notice of Proposed
Rule Making is issued until the matter
is no longer subject to Commission
consideration or court review, all ex
parte contacts are prohibited in
Commission proceedings, such as this
one, which involve channel allotments.
See 47 CFR 1.1204(b) for rules
governing permissible ex parte contact.

For information regarding proper
filing procedures for comments, see 47
CFR 1.415 and 1.420.

List of Subjects in 47 CFR Part 73

Radio broadcasting.
Federal Communications Commission.
John A. Karousos,
Chief, Allocations Branch, Policy and Rules
Division, Mass Media Bureau.
[FR Doc. 99–10908 Filed 4–29–99; 8:45 am]
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Radio Broadcasting Services;
Hurricane, UT

AGENCY: Federal Communications
Commission.
ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: This document requests
comments on a petition filed by
Mountain West Broadcasting, proposing
the allotment of Channel 275C3 to

Hurricane, Utah, as the community’s
first local broadcast service. The
channel can be allotted to Hurricane
without a site restriction at coordinates
37–10–30 NL and 113–17–24 WL.

DATES: Comments must be filed on or
before June 14, 1999, and reply
comments on or before June 29, 1999.

ADDRESSES: Federal Communications
Commission, Washington, DC. 20554. In
addition to filing comments with the
FCC, interested parties should serve the
petitioner, as follows: Victor A. Michael,
President, Mountain West Broadcasting,
6807 Foxglove Drive, Cheyenne,
Wyoming 82009.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kathleen Scheuerle, Mass Media
Bureau, (202) 418–2180.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This is a
summary of the Commission’s Notice of
Proposed Rule Making, MM Docket No.
99–126, adopted April 14, 1999, and
released April 22, 1999. The full text of
this Commission decision is available
for inspection and copying during
normal business hours in the
Commission’s Reference Center, 445
Twelfth Street, SW, Washington, DC.
The complete text of this decision may
also be purchased from the
Commission’s copy contractors,
International Transcription Services,
Inc., 1231 20th Street, NW.,
Washington, DC. 20036, (202) 857–3800,
facsimile (202) 857–3805.

Provisions of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act of 1980 do not apply to
this proceeding.

Members of the public should note
that from the time a Notice of Proposed
Rule Making is issued until the matter
is no longer subject to Commission
consideration or court review, all ex
parte contacts are prohibited in
Commission proceedings, such as this
one, which involve channel allotments.
See 47 CFR 1.1204(b) for rules
governing permissible ex parte contact.

For information regarding proper
filing procedures for comments, see 47
CFR 1.415 and 1.420.

List of Subjects in 47 CFR Part 73

Radio broadcasting.

Federal Communications Commission.

John A. Karousos,
Chief, Allocations Branch, Policy and Rules
Division, Mass Media Bureau.
[FR Doc. 99–10909 Filed 4–29–99; 8:45 am]
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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION

47 CFR Part 73

[MM Docket No. 99–123, RM–9502]

FM Broadcasting Services; Commerce
and Royston, GA

AGENCY: Federal Communications
Commission.
ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: The Commission requests
comment on a petition filed by Southern
Broadcasting of Athens, Inc., licensee of
Station WPUP(FM), Channel 279C3,
Royston, Georgia, proposing the
reallotment of Channel 279C3 from
Royston to Commerce, Georgia, and
modification of the license for Royston
Station WPUP(FM) to specify Commerce
as its new community of license.
Channel 279C3 can be allotted to
Commerce without changing the
Royston transmitter site for Station
WPUP in compliance with the
Commission’s minimum distance
separation requirements at North
Latitude 34°14′13′′ and West Longitude
83°16′03′′.
DATES: Comments must be filed on or
before June 8, 1999, and reply
comments on or before June 23, 1999.
ADDRESSES: Federal Communications
Commission, Washington, DC 20554. In
addition to filing comments with the
FCC, interested parties should serve the
petitioner, his counsel, or consultant, as
follows: James Weitzman, Counsel for
Southern Broadcasting of Athens, Inc.,
901 15th Street, N.W., Suite 1100,
Washington, DC 20005.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: J.
Bertron Withers, Jr., Mass Media
Bureau, (202) 418–2180.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This is a
summary of the Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking, MM Docket 99–123,
adopted April 7, 1999, and released
April 16, 1999. The full text of this
Commission decision is available for
inspection and copying during normal
business hours in the Commission’s
Reference Center (room 239), 1919 M
Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20554.
The complete text of this decision may
be also purchased from the
Commission’s copy contractor,
International Transcription Service,
(202) 857–3800, 1231 20th Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20036.

Provisions of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act of 1980 do not apply to
this proceeding.

Members of the public should note
that from the time a Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking is issued until the matter is
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