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points generated by the vessel’s
landings during such time frame(s).

(i) Ownership requirements and
registration of Mau Zone limited access
permits for use with other vessels. (1) A
Mau Zone permit may be held by an
individual, partnership, or corporation.
No more than 49 percent of the
underlying ownership interest in a Mau
Zone permit may be sold, leased,
chartered, or otherwise transferred to
another person or entity. If more than 49
percent of the underlying ownership of
the permit passes to persons or entities
other than those listed in the original
permit application supplemental
information sheet, then the permit
expires and must be surrendered to the
PIAO.

(2) A Mau Zone permit holder may
apply under § 660.13 to the PIAO to
register the permit for use with another
vessel if that vessel is owned by the
permit holder, and is no longer than 60
ft (18.3 m).

(3) If a Mau Zone permit holder sells
the vessel, for which the permit is
registered for use, the permit holder
must within 12 months of the date of
sale apply to the PIAO to register the
permit for use with a vessel owned by
the permit holder. If the permit holder
has not applied to register a replacement
vessel within 12 months, then the
permit expires.

(4) If a permitted vessel owned by the
permit holder is sold or becomes
unseaworthy, the Mau Zone permit with
which the vessel was registered may be
registered for use with a leased or
chartered vessel for a period not to
exceed 12 months from the date of
registration of the leased or chartered
vessel. If by the end of that 12-month
period the permit holder fails to apply
to the PIAO to register the permit for use
with a vessel owned by the permit
holder, then the permit expires.

(j) Mau Zone limited access permit
renewal. (1) A Mau Zone permit will be
eligible for renewal if the vessel for
which the permit is registered for use
made at least five separate fishing trips
with landings of at least 500 lb (227 kg)
of bottomfish management unit species
per trip during the calender year. Only
one landing of bottomfish management
unit species per fishing trip to the Mau
Zone will be counted toward the
landing requirement.

(2) If the vessel for which the permit
is registered for use fails to meet the
landing requirement of paragraph (j)(1)
of this section, the owner may apply to
the Regional Administrator for a waiver
of the landing requirement. Grounds for
a waiver are limited to captain
incapacitation, vessel breakdowns, and
the loss of the vessel at sea if the event

prevented the vessel from meeting the
landing requirement. Unprofitability is
not sufficient for waiver of the landing
requirement.

(3) Failure of the permit holder to
register a vessel for use under the permit
does not exempt a permit holder from
the requirements specified in this
paragraph.

(k) Appeals of permit actions. (1)
Except as provided in subpart D of 15
CFR part 904, any applicant for a permit
or a permit holder may appeal the
granting, denial, or revocation of his or
her permit to the Regional
Administrator.

(2) In order to be considered by the
Regional Administrator, such appeal
must be in writing, must state the action
appealed, and the reasons therefore, and
must be submitted within 30 days of the
appealed action. The appellant may
request an informal hearing on the
appeal.

(3) The Regional Administrator, in
consultation with the Council, will
decide the appeal in accordance with
the FMP and implementing regulations
and based upon information relative to
the application on file at NMFS and the
Council, the summary record kept of
any hearing, the hearing officer’s
recommended decision, if any, and any
other relevant information.

(4) If a hearing is requested, or if the
Regional Administrator determines that
one is appropriate, the Regional
Administrator may grant an informal
hearing before a hearing officer
designated for that purpose. The
applicant or permit holder may appear
personally or be represented by counsel
at the hearing and submit information
and present arguments as determined
appropriate by the hearing officer.
Within 30 days of the last day of the
hearing, the hearing officer shall
recommend in writing a decision to the
Regional Administrator.

(5) The Regional Administrator may
adopt the hearing officer’s
recommended decision, in whole or in
part, or may reject or modify it. The
Regional Administrator’s decision on
the application is the final
administrative decision of the
Department of Commerce, and is
effective on the date the Administrator
signs the decision.

5. Section 660.62 is amended by
revising paragraph (b), removing
paragraph (c), and redesignating
paragraphs (d) through (f) as paragraphs
(c) through (e), respectively, to read as
follows:

§ 660.62 Prohibitions.

* * * * *

(b) Fish for, or retain on board a
vessel, bottomfish management unit
species in the Ho’omalu Zone or Mau
Zone without the appropriate permit,
registered for use with that vessel,
issued under § 660.13.
* * * * *

6. Section 660.67 is amended by
removing paragraph (d)(3) and adding
new paragraph (e) to read as follows:

§ 660.67 Framework for regulatory
adjustments.

* * * * *
(e) Five-year review. The Council will

conduct a comprehensive review on the
effectiveness of the Mau Zone limited
access program 5 years following
implementation of the program. The
Council will consider the extent to
which the FMP objectives have been
met and verify that the target number of
vessels established for the fishery is
appropriate for current fishing activity
levels, catch rates, and biological
condition of the stocks. The Council
may establish a new target number
based on the 5-year review.
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ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing for groundfish by vessels using
hook-and-line gear in the Gulf of Alaska
(GOA), except for sablefish or demersal
shelf rockfish. This action is necessary
because the first seasonal bycatch
mortality allowance of Pacific halibut
apportioned to hook-and-line gear
targeting groundfish, other than
sablefish or demersal shelf rockfish, in
the GOA has been caught.
DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), April 24, 1999, until 1200
hrs, A.l.t., May 18, 1999.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mary Furuness, 907–586–7228
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
GOA exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council
under authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. Regulations governing
fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50
CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679.

The Final 1999 Harvest Specifications
of Groundfish for the GOA (64 FR
12094, March 11, 1999) established the
Pacific halibut bycatch mortality
allowance for groundfish included in
the other hook-and-line fishery, which
is defined at § 679.21(d)(4)(iii)(C), for
the first season, the period January 1,
1999, through May 17, 1999, as 250
metric tons. The other hook-and-line
fishery includes all groundfish, except
sablefish and demersal shelf rockfish.

In accordance with § 679.21(d)(7)(ii),
the Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has
determined that the first seasonal
apportionment of the 1999 Pacific
halibut bycatch mortality allowance
specified for the hook-and-line
groundfish fisheries, other than
sablefish or demersal shelf rockfish, in
the GOA has been caught.
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing for groundfish, other
than sablefish or demersal shelf
rockfish, by vessels using hook-and-line
gear in the GOA.

Maximum retainable bycatch amounts
may be found in the regulations at
§ 679.20(e) and (f).

Classification
This action responds to the best

available information recently obtained
from the fishery. It must be
implemented immediately in order to
prevent overharvesting the first seasonal
apportionment of the 1999 Pacific
halibut bycatch mortality allowance
specified for the groundfish fisheries,
other than sablefish or demersal shelf
rockfish, by vessels using hook-and-line
gear in the GOA. A delay in the effective
date is impracticable and contrary to the
public interest. The first seasonal
bycatch mortality allowance of Pacific
halibut apportioned to hook-and-line
gear targeting groundfish, other than
sablefish or demersal shelf rockfish, in
the GOA has been caught. Further delay
would only result in overharvest which
would disrupt the FMP’s objective of
apportioning Pacific halibut bycatch
allowances throughout the year. NMFS

finds for good cause that the
implementation of this action can not be
delayed for 30 days. Accordingly, under
5 U.S.C. 553(d), a delay in the effective
date is hereby waived.

This action is required by § 679.21
and is exempt from review under E.O.
12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: April 23, 1999.
Richard W. Surdi,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
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SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing for species that comprise the
deep-water species fishery by vessels
using trawl gear in the Gulf of Alaska
(GOA). This action is necessary because
the second seasonal apportionment of
the 1999 Pacific halibut bycatch
allowance specified to the deep-water
species fishery in the GOA has been
caught.
DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), April 25, 1999, until 1200
hrs, A.l.t., July 4, 1999.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Tom
Pearson, 907–481–1780 or
tom.pearson@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
GOA exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council
under authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. Regulations governing
fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50
CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679.

The Final 1999 Harvest Specifications
of Groundfish for the GOA (64 FR
12094, March 11, 1999) established the
Pacific halibut bycatch allowance for
the GOA trawl deep-water species
fishery, which is defined at
§ 679.21(d)(3)(iii)(B), for the second
season, the period April 1, 1999,
through July 3, 1999, as 300 metric tons.

In accordance with § 679.21(d)(7)(i),
the Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has
determined that the second seasonal
apportionment of the 1999 Pacific
halibut bycatch allowance specified for
the trawl deep-water species fishery in
the GOA has been caught.
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing for the deep-water
species fishery by vessels using trawl
gear in the GOA. The species and
species groups that comprise the deep-
water species fishery are: All rockfish of
the genera Sebastes and Sebastolobus,
deep-water flatfish, rex sole, arrowtooth
flounder, and sablefish.

Maximum retainable bycatch amounts
may be found in the regulations at
§ 679.20(e) and (f).

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. It must be
implemented immediately in order to
prevent overharvesting the second
seasonal apportionment of the 1999
Pacific halibut bycatch allowance
specified for the trawl deep-water
species fishery in the GOA. A delay in
the effective date is impracticable and
contrary to the public interest. The
second seasonal apportionment of the
Pacific halibut bycatch allowance has
been caught. Further delay would only
result in overharvest which would
disrupt the FMP’s objective of
apportioning Pacific halibut mortality
allowances throughout the year. NMFS
finds for good cause that the
implementation of this action can not be
delayed for 30 days. Accordingly, under
5 U.S.C. 553(d), a delay in the effective
date is hereby waived.

This action is required by § 679.21
and is exempt from review under E.O.
12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: April 23, 1999.
Richard W. Surdi,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 99–10632 Filed 4–23–99; 1:56 pm]
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