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§648.81(e)(4), while fishing under a
multispecies DAS, from that date
through the end of the period between
June 1 and September 30, or through the
end of the fishing year, as applicable.

(B) Vessels shall declare their periods
of required time out following the
notification procedures specified in
§648.10(f)(2).

(C) During each period of time
declared out, a vessel is prohibited from
fishing with non-exempted gillnet gear.
However, the vessel may fish in an
exempted fishery as described in
§648.80, or it may fish under a
multispecies DAS provided it fishes
with gear other than non-exempted
gillnet gear.

* * * * *

7. In §648.86 as published at 62 FR
15388 on April 1, 1997, instruction 12
is revised to read as follows:

“12. In §648.86, paragraph (a)(1) is
revised and paragraphs (c) and (d) are
added to read as follows:”

8. In §648.86, paragraph (b) is
redesignated as (c) and present
paragraph (c) is redesignated as (b);
newly redesignated paragraph (b) is
amended by revising paragraphs
(b)(2)(i), (ii) introductory text, (iii), and
(b)(2); and paragraph (d) is removed to
read as follows:

§648.86 Possession restrictions.
* * * * *

(b) * x K
(1) Landing limit north of 42°00’
North Latitude. (i) Except as provided in
paragraph (b)(2) of this section, a vessel
fishing under a NE multispecies DAS
may land up to 1,000 Ib (453.6 kg) of
cod per day, or any part of a day, for
each of the first 4 days of a trip, and may
land up to 1,500 Ib (680.4 kg) of cod per
day for each day, or any part of a day,
in excess of 4 consecutive days. A day,
for the purposes of this paragraph,
means a 24-hour period. Vessels
calling-out of the multispecies DAS
program under 8§ 648.10(c)(3) that have
utilized “‘part of a day”’ (less than 24
hours) may land up to an additional
1,000 Ib (453.6 kg) of cod for that ““part
of a day”, however, such vessels may
not end any subsequent trip with cod on
board within the 24-hour period
following the beginning of the “part of
the day”’ utilized (e.g., a vessel that has
called-in to the multispecies DAS
program at 3 p.m. on a Monday and
ends its trip the next day (Tuesday) at
4 p.m. (accruing a total of 25 hours) may
legally land up to 2,000 Ib (907.2 kg) of
cod on such a trip, but the vessel may
not end any subsequent trip with cod on
board until after 3 p.m. on the following
day (Wednesday)). Cod on board a

vessel subject to this landing limit must
be separated from other species of fish
and stored so as to be readily available
for inspection.

(ii) A vessel subject to the cod landing
limit restrictions described in paragraph
(b)(2)(i) of this section may come into
port with and offload cod in excess of
the landing limit as determined by the
number of DAS elapsed since the vessel
called into the DAS program, provided
that:

(iii) A vessel that has not exceeded
the cod landing limit restrictions
described in paragraph (b)(1)(i) of this
section and that is offloading some or all
of its catch without calling out of the
multispecies DAS program under
§648.10(c)(3), is subject to the call-in
requirement described in paragraph
(b)(2)(ii)(B) of this section.

(2) Exemption. A vessel fishing under
a NE multispecies DAS is exempt from
the landing limit described in paragraph
(b)(1) when fishing south of 42°00’ N.
lat., provided that it does not fish north
of this exemption area for a minimum
of 30 consecutive days (when fishing
under the multispecies DAS program),
and has on board an authorization letter
issued by the Regional Administrator.
Vessels exempt from the landing limit
requirement may transit the GOM/GB
Regulated Mesh Area north of the 42°00’
N. lat., provided that their gear is
stowed in accordance with one of the
provisions of § 648.81(e).

9. In §648.103, paragraph (b) is
revised to read as follows:

§648.103 Minimum fish sizes.

* * * * *

(b) The minimum size for summer
flounder is 14.5 inches (36.8 cm) TL for
all vessels that do not qualify for a
moratorium permit, and party and
charter boats holding moratorium
permits, but fishing with passengers for
hire or carrying more than three crew
members, if a charter boat, or more than
five crew members, if a party boat.

* * * * *

10. In 8648.105, the first sentence of
paragraph (a) is revised to read as
follows:

§648.105 Possession restrictions.

(a) No person shall possess more than
ten summer flounder in, or harvested
from, the EEZ unless that person is the
owner or operator of a fishing vessel
issued a summer flounder moratorium

permit or is issued a summer flounder
dealer permit. * * *

* * * * *
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Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska, Pacific Ocean Perch
in the Eastern Regulatory Area of the
Gulf of Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is closing directed
fishing for Pacific ocean perch in the
Eastern Regulatory Area of the Gulf of
Alaska (GOA). This action is necessary
to prevent exceeding the Pacific ocean
perch total allowable catch (TAC) in the
Eastern Regulatory Area of the GOA.

DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.lL.t.), July 7, 1997, until 2400 hrs,
A.lL.t., December 31, 1997.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Andrew Smoker, 907-586-7228.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
groundfish fishery in the GOA exclusive
economic zone is managed by NMFS
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council
under authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. Fishing by U.S.
vessels is governed by regulations
implementing the FMP at subpart H of
50 CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679.

The Pacific ocean perch TAC in the
Eastern Regulatory Area of the Gulf of
Alaska was established by the Final
1997 Harvest Specifications of
Groundfish for the GOA (62 FR 8179,
February 24, 1997) as 2,366 metric tons
(mt), determined in accordance with
§679.20(c)(3)(ii).

In accordance with §679.20(d)(1)(i),
the Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has
determined that the Pacific ocean perch
TAC in the Eastern Regulatory Area will
soon be reached. Therefore, the Regional
Administrator is establishing a directed
fishing allowance of 2,116 mt, and is
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setting aside the remaining 250 as
bycatch to support other anticipated
groundfish fisheries. In accordance with
§679.20(d)(1)(iii), the Regional
Administrator finds that this directed
fishing allowance will soon be reached.
Consequently, NMFS is closing directed
fishing for Pacific ocean perch in the
Eastern Regulatory Area of the GOA.

Maximum retainable bycatch amounts
for applicable gear types may be found
in the regulations at 8 679.20(e) and (f).

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. It must be

implemented immediately to prevent
overharvesting the 1997 TAC for Pacific
ocean perch in the Eastern Regulatory
Area of the GOA. A delay in the
effective date is impracticable and
contrary to public interest. The fleet will
soon take the directed fishing allowance
for Pacific ocean perch. Further delay
would only result in overharvest and
disrupt the FMP’s objective of allowing
incidental catch to be retained
throughout the year. NMFS finds for
good cause that the implementation of
this action cannot be delayed for 30
days. Accordingly, under 5 U.S.C.

553(d), a delay in the effective date is
hereby waived.

Classification

This action is required by 50 CFR
679.20 and is exempt from review under
E.O. 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: July 7, 1997.
Gary C. Matlock,

Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 97-18140 Filed 7-7-97; 4:37 pm]
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