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the agreement and proposed order, or to
modify any of their terms.

Donald S. Clark,

Secretary.

[FR Doc. 96-5226 Filed 3-5-96; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6750-01-M

OFFICE OF GOVERNMENT ETHICS

Proposed Extension of Collection;
Comment Request for the SF 278
Public Financial Disclosure Report

AGENCY: Office of Government Ethics
(OGE).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Office of Government
Ethics plans to submit the Standard
Form (SF) 278 which it sponsors for a
three-year extension of approval by the
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) under the Paperwork Reduction
Act. The SF 278 is henceforth to be
accompanied by agency notification to
filers of certain modified reporting
requirements not yet incorporated into
the form itself; OGE also intends to
work on a future modified form to
eventually replace the existing SF 278.
DATES: Comments on this proposed
extension should be received by May
20, 1996.

ADDRESSES: Comments should be sent to
William E. Gressman, Office of
Government Ethics, Suite 500, 1201
New York Avenue, NW., Washington,
DC 20005—-3917. Comments may also be
sent electronically to OGE’s Internet E-
mail address at oge@attmail.com (for E-
mail messages, the subject line should
include the following reference—*‘SF
278 paperwork comment”’).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Gressman at the Office of Government
Ethics; telephone: 202-523-5757, ext.
1110; FAX: 202- 523—-6325. A copy of a
blank SF 278 form may be obtained,
without charge, by contacting Mr.
Gressman.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Office
of Government Ethics is planning to
submit, after this notice and comment
period, the SF 278 Executive Branch
Personnel Public Financial Disclosure
Report (OMB control number 3209—
0001) for a three-year extension of
approval by OMB under the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C.
chapter 35). The current paperwork
approval for the SF 278 is scheduled to
expire at the end of September 1996.
Since, for now (see discussion below),
no modification to the standard form is
being proposed, OGE will not need to
seek General Services Administration
(GSA) clearance for the future request

for extension of OMB paperwork
approval.

The Office of Government Ethics, as
the supervising ethics office for the
executive branch of the Federal
Government under the Ethics in
Government Act (the “Ethics Act”), is
the sponsoring agency for the SF 278,
the most recent edition of which is that
of June 1994. The prior January 1991
edition also remains usable until
supplies are exhausted. In accordance
with section 102 of the Ethics in
Government Act, 5 U.S.C. app. §102,
and OGE’s implementing financial
disclosure regulations at 5 CFR part
2634, the SF 278 collects pertinent
financial information from certain
officers and high-level employees in the
executive branch for conflicts of interest
review and public disclosure. The
financial information collected under
the statute and regulations relates to:
assets and income; transactions; gifts,
reimbursements and travel expenses;
liabilities; agreements or arrangements;
outside positions; and compensation
over $5,000 paid by a source—all
subject to various reporting thresholds
and exclusions.

The SF 278 is completed by
candidates, nominees, new entrants,
incumbents and terminees of certain
high-level positions in the executive
branch of the Federal Government. The
Office of Government Ethics, along with
the agencies concerned, conducts the
review of the SF 278 reports of
Presidential nominees subject to Senate
confirmation. This group of nominee
reports forms the basis of OGE’s
paperwork estimates. In light of OGE’s
experience over the past three years
(1993-1995), the estimate of the total
number, on average, of such nominee’s
SF 278 forms expected to be filed
annually at OGE by members of the
public (as opposed to current Federal
employees), primarily by private citizen
nominees and private representatives
(lawyers, accountants, brokers and
bankers) of both private citizen and
Federal employee nominees, remains
280.

The estimated average amount of time
to complete the report form, including
review of the instructions, is also the
same—three hours. Thus, the overall
estimated annual public burden for the
SF 278 for the nominee report forms
processed at the Office of Government
Ethics will stay at 840 hours. Moreover,
OGE estimates, based on the agency
ethics program questionnaire responses
for 1994 (the most recent survey
available), that some 22,500 SF 278
report forms are filed annually at
departments and agencies throughout
the executive branch. Most of those

executive branch filers are current
Federal employees at the time they file,
but certain candidates for President and
Vice President, nominees, new entrants
and terminees complete the form either
before or after their Government service.
The percentage of private citizen filers
branchwide is estimated at no more
than 5% to 10%, or some 1,125 to 2,250
at most.

As noted above, the Office of
Government Ethics is asking executive
branch departments and agencies to
notify filers of the SF 278 of certain
recent changes in the reporting law as
regards higher-category (over
$1,000,000) assets, income and
liabilities. In addition, OGE itself will
notify concerned filers holding qualified
blind trusts of a modification as to
reportable trust interests. See sections
20 and 22 of the Lobbying Disclosure
Act of 1995, Public Law 104-65, which
amended the Ethics in Government Act.
There may also be a need to modify the
gifts/reimbursement reporting
thresholds if the “minimal value” under
the Foreign Gifts and Decorations Act, 5
U.S.C. 7342, is raised by GSA to over
$250 (the Ethics Act reporting
thresholds are pegged to any increase
over that amount of “minimal value’’).
If so, this change would likewise be
handled for now by OGE and agency
notification to filers. In the next year or
two, OGE intends to begin work on an
eventual successor form to the current
version of the SF 278 that would reflect
these recent changes as well as add
express mention, on the public burden
information block, of a statement
pursuant to the 1995 amendments to the
paperwork law to the effect that ““an
agency may not conduct or sponsor, and
no person is required to respond to, a
collection of information unless it
displays a currently valid OMB control
number,” together with a parenthetical
mention that such number is displayed
in the upper right-hand corner of the
front page of the form. Serious
consideration will also be given to any
other appropriate changes, including
possible redesign of the form at that
time. That future form may either be a
modified standard form or a new OGE
form and will be subject to appropriate
clearances before issuance. Again, for
now, OGE is not proposing to modify
the SF 278 report form itself, but rather
will ask that departments and agencies
notify their filers of the modifications to
the reporting requirements and new
paperwork statement when the existing
SF 278 forms are provided for
completion (OGE will notify concerned
filers of the changes as to qualified blind
trust interests).
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Based on an OGE request last year as
approved by the General Services
Administration, the SF 278 Public
Financial Disclosure Report can now be
electronically duplicated without
standard form exception clearance
pursuant to GSA’s Federal Information
Resources Management Regulation
Bulletin B-3, provided that the
bulletin’s strict duplication standards
(precisely paralleling the original paper
form to the extent feasible) are complied
with. Thus, departments and agencies
can develop their own electronic SF 278
forms. The Office of Government Ethics
is also considering development of a
stand-alone electronic SF 278 form that
would be made available free of charge
or at cost to executive branch
departments and agencies. In addition,
that electronic version of the form could
be placed on OGE’s electronic bulletin
board entitled “The Ethics Bulletin
Board System” (TEBBS). For now, OGE
notes that even with these electronic
initiatives, the SF 278 reports, once
completed, will still need to be printed
out and signed manually. Electronic
filing is not authorized at the present
time for the SF 278s.

Public comment is invited on each
aspect of the SF 278 Public Financial
Disclosure Report as set forth in this
notice, including specifically views on
the need for and practical utility of this
collection of information, the accuracy
of OGE’s burden estimate, the potential
for enhancement of quality, utility and
clarity of the information collected, and
the minimization of burden (including
the use of information technology).

Comments received in response to
this notice will be summarized for, and
may be included with, the OGE request
for extension of the OMB paperwork
approval for this information collection.
The comments will also become a
matter of public record.

Approved: February, 1996.

Stephen D. Potts,

Director, Office of Government Ethics.
[FR Doc. 96-5250 Filed 3-5-96; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6345-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Office of the Secretary

Notice of Availability of the Report of
the Commission on Research Integrity

Notice is hereby given of the
availability of the final Report of the
Commission on Research Integrity:
Integrity and Misconduct in Research.
The mandate of the Commission was to
develop recommendations for the

Secretary of Health and Human Services
(DHHS) and the Congress on the
administration of Section 493 of the
Public Health Service Act, as amended
by and added to by Section 161 of the
NIH Revitalization Act of 1993.

Henrietta D. Hyatt-Knorr, Executive
Secretary of the Commission on
Research Integrity, can be reached at
Rockwall I, Suite 700, 5515 Security
Lane, Rockville MD 20852, (301) 443—
3400 (phone), (301) 443-5351 (fax), or at
hhyatt@osophs.ssw.dhhs.gov (Internet).
The report is available on the World
Wide Web (WWW) at the ORI
Homepage at http://phs.os.dhhs.gov/
phs/ori/ ori—home.html. To access the
report go to “‘Publications”,
“Additional’, and Number 10:
“Integrity and Misconduct in Research.”
All interested parties are encouraged to
access the report in this manner.

The Executive Secretary can also
provide a WordPerfect 5.1 or 6.1 version
on a disk. Please submit the request
along with a 3%2", formatted disk (IBM-
compatible) and a self-addressed,
stamped envelope.

Printed copies of the report are
available free of charge from the
Executive Secretary.

Henrietta D. Hyatt-Knorr,

Executive Secretary, Commission on Research
Integrity.

[FR Doc. 96-5210 Filed 3-5-96; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4160-17-P

Administration for Children and
Families

Office of Community Services

[Program Announcement No. OCS-96-02]

Request for Applications Under the
Office of Community Services’ Fiscal
Year 1996 National Youth Sports
Program

AGENCY: Office of Community Services,
Administration for Children and
Families, Department of Health and
Human Services.

ACTION: Request for applications under
the Office of Community Services’
National Youth Sports Program.

SUMMARY: The Office of Community
Services (OCS) announces that
competing applications will be accepted
for new grants pursuant to the
Secretary’s discretionary authority
under Section 682 of the Community
Services Block Grant Act of 1981, as
amended. This Program Announcement
contains forms and instructions for
submitting an application.

CLOSING DATE: The closing time and date
for receipt of applications is 4:30 p.m.
(Eastern Time Zone) April 22, 1996.

Applications received after 4:30 p.m.
will be classified as late.

CONTACT: Joseph R. Carroll, Acting
Director, Division of Community
Discretionary Programs, Office of
Community Services, Administration
for Children and Families, 370 L’Enfant
Promenade, S.W., Washington, D.C.
20447, (202) 401-9345.

This Announcement is accessible on
the OCS Electronic Bulletin Board for
downloading through your computer
modem by calling 1-800-627—-8886. For
assistance in accessing the Bulletin
Board, a Guide to Accessing and
Downloading is available from Ms.
Minnie Landry at (202) 401-5309.

Part A—Preamble

1. Legislative Authority

Section 682 of the Community
Services Block Grant Act, as amended,
authorizes the Secretary of Health and
Human Services to make a grant to an
eligible service provider to administer
national or regional programs designed
to provide instructional activities for
low-income youth.

2. Definitions of Terms

For purposes of this Program
Announcement the following
definitions apply:

—Low-income youth: a youth between
the ages of 10 through 16 whose
family income does not exceed the
DHHS Poverty Income Guidelines.

—Eligible Applicant: A national private
nonprofit organization, a coalition of
such organizations, or a private
nonprofit organization applying
jointly with a business concern that
has demonstrated experience in
operating a program providing
instructions to low-income youth.

—Budget period: The interval of time
into which a grant period of
assistance is divided for budgetary
and funding purposes.

—~Project period: The total time for
which a project is approved for
support, including any approved
extensions.

Part B—Application Prerequisites

1. Eligible Applicants

OCS will only consider those
applications received from entities
which are eligible applicants as
specified in Part A 2. of this
Announcement. Non-profit
organizations must submit proof of their
non-profit status in their applications at
the time of submission. Failure to do so
will result in rejection of their



		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-05-06T20:25:55-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




