>
GPO,

Federal Register / Vol. 61, No. 149 / Thursday, August 1, 1996 / Notices

40279

Secretary, Securities and Exchange
Commission, 450 Fifth Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20549. Copies of the
submission, all subsequent
amendments, all written statements
with respect to the proposed rule
change that are filed with the
Commission, and all written
communications relating to the
proposed rule change between the
Commission and any person, other than
those that may be withheld from the
public in accordance with the
provisions of 5 U.S.C. 552, will be
available for inspection and copying at
the Commission’s Public Reference
Section, 450 Fifth Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20549. Copyies of such
filing will also be available for
inspection and copying at the principal
office of the Exchange. All submissions
should refer to File No. SR—PhIx-96-25
and should be submitted by August 22,
1996.

For the Commission, by the Division of

Market Regulation, pursuant to delegated
authority.

Margaret H. McFarland,

Deputy Secretary.

[FR Doc. 96-19531 Filed 7-31-96; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8010-01-M

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES
TRADE REPRESENTATIVE

Identification of Korea as a Priority
Foreign Country in
Telecommunications Trade

AGENCY: Office of the United States
Trade Representative.

ACTION: Notice of identification.

SUMMARY: The Acting United States
Trade Representative (USTR) hereby
identifies Korea as a priority foreign
country under section 1374 of the
Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness
Act of 1988 (the Act). Upon such
designation, the USTR is required to
negotiate with the Government of Korea
for the purpose of entering into a
bilateral trade agreement which
addresses specific negotiating objectives
set by the USTR. If negotiations are
unsuccessful, the USTR is required to
take appropriate action to achieve U.S.
negotiating objectives.

DATES: The identification of Korea as a
priority foreign country was made on
July 26, 1996.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Sean Murphy (202-395-6813), Office of
Asia and Pacific Affairs, or Laura B.
Sherman (202-395-3150), Office of the
General Counsel, Office of the U.S.

Trade Representative, 600 17th Street,
NW., Washington, D.C. 20508.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section
1374 of the Omnibus Trade and
Competitiveness Act of 1988 (19 U.S.C.
3103) provides that the USTR may
identify countries that maintain barriers
that deny U.S. telecommunications
products and services mutually
advantageous market opportunities. In
making identifications, the U.S. Trade
Representative must take into account
factors such as: (a) the nature and
significance of the acts, policies and
practices that deny mutually
advantageous market opportunities to
telecommunications products and
services of United States firms; (b) the
economic benefits (actual and potential)
accruing to foreign firms from open
access to the United States market; (c)
the potential size of the foreign market
for telecommunications products and
services of United States firms; (d) the
potential to increase U.S. exports of
telecommunications products and
services, either directly or through the
establishment of a beneficial precedent;
and (f) measurable progress being made
to eliminate the objectionable acts,
policies or practices.

In 1989, the U.S. Trade Representative
identified Korea as a ““priority foreign
country” that denied U.S.
telecommunications products and
services providers “mutually
advantageous market opportunities.” At
that time, many of the specific
negotiating objectives were focused on
improving access for competitive U.S.
telecommunications products and
services to Korea Telecom(KT), which
was the monopoly telecommunications
service provider. In 1992, the United
States and Korea concluded a series of
agreements that improved access to
procurement by KT and addressed
concerns relating to the standards-
setting process, provision of value-
added services and the Korean
government’s approval of
telecommunications equipment. As a
result of those agreements, the USTR
determined that Korea had met the
negotiating objectives set out in 1989.
Pursuant to section 1377 of the Act, the
USTR has annually reviewed the
effectiveness and operation of the
telecommunications agreements reached
with Korea and entered into subsequent
agreements to address problems in
implementation of them.

Changes in the Korean
telecommunications market since 1992
have created new barriers for U.S.
providers of telecommunications goods
and services that are not covered by the
existing agreements with Korea. KT is

no longer the only service provider as
competition by private firms and other
government-owned entities is being
allowed. Yet Korean Government
intervention in procurements by private
Korean companies and other practices
cited by U.S. telecommunications
products and services providers create
effective barriers to access to the Korean
market. The Korean Government’s
policies and actions relating to the
promotion of domestic manufacturing of
high-technology telecommunications
products results in additional lost
opportunities for U.S. suppliers. At the
same time, Korean manufacturers have
unrestricted access to the United States
market for telecommunications
products. Korean limitations on foreign
ownership of telecommunications
services are more restrictive than those
of the United States. Korea firms are
taking advantage of this more favorable
access to increase their penetration into
the U.S. telecommunications goods and
services market.

The potential Korean market for
telecommunications products and
services is significant, particularly with
the recent award of cellular and other
licenses which is estimated to result in
procurements of $6.5 billion. The total
Korean market for telecommunications
equipment and services during the
1996-2000 period is estimated at $100
billion. As U.S. telecommunications
products and services are the most
competitive in the world, there is
tremendous potential to increase U.S.
exports to the Korean market. Before
deciding to identify Korea as a priority
foreign country, the United States held
intensive consultations with Korea
beginning in March 1996, to achieve
improved market access. No progress
was made in eliminating Korea’s
objectionable policies and practices. As
a result, to achieve mutually
advantageous market opportunities as
our respective telecommunications
markets have evolved, | have identified
Korea as a priority foreign country
under Section 1374. Consequently, the
United States will seek to negotiate an
agreement with Korea that achieves U.S.
objectives. If these negotiations are
unsuccessful, action will be taken under
section 1376(b) of the Act. The United
States does not intend to use the full
negotiating period provided in the Act
to make a determination on next steps
if it becomes clear that progress is not
being made.

Charlene Barshefsky,

Acting U.S. Trade Representative.

[FR Doc. 96—-19591 Filed 7-31-96; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3190-01-M
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Surface Transportation Board t
[STB Finance Docket No. 32991]

Pickens Railway Acquisition Company
(d/b/a Pickens Railway Company)2—
Acquisition Exemption—Norfolk
Southern Railway Company

Pickens Railway Acquisition
Company (d/b/a Pickens Railway
Company) (PKHP), a Class Ill rail
carrier, has filed a notice of exemption
under 49 CFR 1150.41 to acquire by
lease and grant of trackage rights from
the Norfolk Southern Railway Company
19.27 route miles of railroad line. The
lines to be leased extend between
milepost V-117.77 and milepost V—
116.85, at or near Belton, and between
milepost V-115.15, at or near Belton,
and milepost V-109.50, at or near
Honea Path, a total of 6.57 miles, in
Anderson County, SC. The lines over
which trackage rights are to be granted
extend between milepost 116.85 and
milepost V-115.15, at or near Belton,
and between milepost Z-0.00, at or near
Belton, and milepost Z-11.00, at or near
Anderson, a total of 12.70 miles, in
Anderson County, SC. PKHP will
operate the property.

The transaction is scheduled to be
consummated on or after August 1,
1996.

1The ICC Termination Act of 1995, Pub. L. No.
104-88, 109 Stat. 803, which was enacted on
December 29, 1995, and took effect on January 1,
1996, abolished the Interstate Commerce
Commission and transferred certain functions to the
Surface Transportation Board (Board). This notice
relates to functions that are subject to Board
jurisdiction pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 10902.

2By letter dated June 25, 1996, applicant’s
representative advised the Board that the name of
the railroad which was the subject of the notice of
exemption in Pickens Railway Company—
Acquisition and Operation Exemption—The
Pickens Railroad Company, STB Finance Docket
No. 32897 (STB served May 1, 1996), should be
changed to Pickens Railway Acquisition Company
(d/b/a Pickens Railway Company).

If the notice contains false or
misleading information, the exemption
is void ab initio. Petitions to revoke the
exemption under 49 U.S.C. 10502(d)
may be filed at any time. The filing of
a petition to revoke does not
automatically stay the transaction.

An original and 10 copies of all
pleadings, referring to STB Finance
Docket No. 32991, must be filed with
the Surface Transportation Board, Office
of the Secretary, Case Control Branch,
1201 Constitution Avenue, NW.,
Washington, DC 20423. In addition, a
copy of each pleading must be served
on: Fritz R. Kahn, Esq., Suite 750 West,
1100 New York Avenue, NW.,
Washington, DC 20005-3934.
Telephone: (202) 371-8037.

Decided: July 26, 1996.

By the Board, David M. Konschnik,
Director, Office of Proceedings.

Vernon A. Williams,

Secretary.

[FR Doc. 96-19562 Filed 7-31-96; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4915-00-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
Internal Revenue Service

On-Line Filing Program

AGENCY: Internal Revenue Service (IRS),

Treasury.

ACTION: Notice to seek On-Line Filing
participation by On-Line service
providers, transmitters, and software
developers.

SUMMARY: Starting October 30, 1996
through January 1, 1997, the IRS will
begin acceptance and software testing
their On-Line Filing Program. And, by
January 12, 1997, the IRS will have the
On-Line Filing Program fully
operational nationwide. Also, the IRS is
expanding its program to accept both
Federal and State returns nationwide to
be filed electronically in one
transmission to the IRS.

DATES: Parties interested in participating
in the transmission and software
development of Federal/State returns
under the On-Line Filing Program
should contact IRS On-Line Filing
Analyst, Maxanne Rearich at (202) 283—
0265 or write the Internal Revenue
Service at the following address on or
before September 3, 1996: Internal
Revenue Service, Productivity
Enhancements, Attn: On-Line Filing
Analyst, T:S:E:P, Room 5037, 1111
Constitution Ave., NW., Washington,
DC 20224.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
The IRS Alternative Ways of Filing On-
Line Filing Program Analyst at 202—
283-0210.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Tax
returns will be submitted to the IRS
through a third party transmitter or an
on-line service provider via computer,
modem, and software. The third party
must be able to reformat the data into
the IRS proprietary format. The third
party may provide tax forms or tax
preparation software at a charge to the
taxpayer (at their option), and may
charge for their transmittal services (at
their option). In order to be accepted
into the program, representatives must
submit an application (including
appropriate fingerprint cards) and pass
Suitability and Participant Acceptance
Testing. IRS Publication 1345 will be
provided to explain this process. No
reimbursement for any costs connected
with providing the requested
information will be made by the IRS.
This document is for informational
purpose and does not constitute an
Invitation For Bid (IFB), Request for
Proposal (RFP), or Request For
Quotation (RFQ) and is not to be
construed as a commitment by the IRS.
Patricia M. Hudalk,

Chief, Alternative Ways of Filing Office.

[FR Doc. 96—-19598 Filed 7-31-96; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4830-01-U
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